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ATVs part of traffic initiative 
By KIM LEATHERMAN

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – Florida has weather 
that allows for nearly year-round 
outdoor activity. Whether it’s 
fishing, golfing, biking or playing 
on all-terrain vehicles, Highlands 
County residents like to get out-
doors. Let’s face it, riding on ATVs 
and side-by-sides are fun, if they 
are used safely and by legal and 
responsible drivers.

The Highlands County Sheriff’s 
Office and other local law 

enforcement hear the complaints 
from residents who are bothered 
by the noise or see kids driving 
the ATVs/UTVs illegally. An ATV 
typically is a single person vehicle 
or a driver and one passenger. A 
Utilities Task Vehicle, or UTV, is 
also called a side-by- side because 
a passenger can sit beside the 
driver. Complaints have come in 
from the Highland Park Estate 
neighborhood to Avon Park.

In a section of Placid Lakes ear-
lier this year, things got so out of 
hand that a man allegedly pulled a 

gun on three teens, ages 12, 13 and 
16. The suspect detained the chil-
dren for riding the ATV on a public 
road. The case is still pending.

Although the arrest report in 
the Placid Lakes case, did not 
specify which child was driving the 
vehicle, or if they had the required 
safety gear on, driving the ATV on 
a county road would have been 
illegal. The report did not say if the 
children were charged with any 
crime. COURTESY PHOTO/ATV SAFETY INSTITUTE 

The ATV Safety Institute urges caution with using ATVs and 
promote safe handling.
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Techniques to manage Florida’s black 
bear population over the next decade, 
including the possibility of regulated 
hunting, will be among the items the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission considers during a meeting 
next month. The updated bear-manage-
ment plan is slated for discussion the 
morning of Dec. 11, with public com-
ments limited to “no more than 3 hours,” 
according to an agenda posted on the 
commission’s website.

The commission’s staff is not making 
any direct recommendation about con-
troversial bear hunts, or any other bear 
management options, according to the 
agenda for the next month’s meeting at 
the Edgewater Beach Resort in Panama 
City.

A 209-page draft report summarizes 
several population-management tech-
niques that could be expanded or used, 
including contracted shooting and 
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Leaving garbage cans out will lure bears, 
according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission. This causes human and bear 
interactions which can be very dangerous.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The holiday 
rush to find the right gifts 
includes for many getting 
that gift wrapped up and 
shipped out in time for 
Christmas.

There is still time to ship 
holiday packages to most 
worldwide locations, but if 
you wait too long you will 
have to pay more to get it 
there by Dec. 25.

Alligator Pack & Ship 
owner Mark McKelvey said 
Friday with Thanksgiving 
being so late in the month 
(the latest date it can be) 
people haven’t figured out 
that December starts this 
weekend.

“If you want to not pay 
a ton of money going air 
service, ship out in the 
next two weeks so it can go 
ground service,” he said. “I 

expect it to be busy from 
here on out. In fact, I have 
already noticed, in the 
past two weeks, it has been 
considerably busier.

“I am expecting the big 
rush to start Monday and 
carry through the new year.”

Alligator Pack and Ship 
is at 4200 Sebring Parkway, 

Sebring.
The U.S. Postal Service’s 

busiest time of the season 
peaks two weeks before 
Christmas, when much 
last-minute shopping starts.

Customer traffic is 
expected to increase begin-
ning Dec. 9, while the week 
of Dec. 16 is expected to be 

the busiest time for mailing, 
shipping and delivery.

Additionally, the Postal 
Service predicts that 
nearly 2.5 billion pieces of 
First-Class Mail, including 
greeting cards, will be 
processed and delivered the 
week of Dec. 16.

The U.S. Postal Service is 
ready to deliver more than 
28 million packages per day 
between Dec. 16-21, and 
will average 20.5 million 
packages per day through 
the remainder of the year.

The Postal Service 
expanded Sunday delivery 
on Nov. 24 to locations with 
high package volumes. 
USPS already delivers 
packages on Sundays in 
most major cities, and 
anticipates delivering more 
than 8 million packages on 
Sundays in December.

Another holiday season
The busiest shipping period peaks two weeks before Christmas
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It wasn’t busy mid-morning Friday at the Lake Jackson Branch of the U.S. Postal Service. The Postal Service’s busiest time of the season peaks 
two weeks before Christmas.
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At left: Alligator Pack & Ship owner Mark McKelvey recommends ship-
ping holiday packages within the next two weeks to avoid paying 
more for air service delivery.

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Decades of 
fire prevention seminars 
and face-to-face advice 
has helped firefighters 
save property and lives.

Home fires still occur, 
especially during the 
holidays with increased 
use of electric lights and 
appliances, central and 
portable heaters, fireplac-
es and candles.

Every year, Avon Park 
Fire Capt. Steve Kempe, 
Sebring Fire Capt. 
Austin Maddox and Fire 
Prevention Capt. Paul 
Anderson with Highlands 
County Fire Rescue 
inform and educate 
residents.

In 31 
years on the 
job, Kempe 
said, he’s 
seen kids to 
whom he 
taught fire 
prevention 
grow up to 
be adults 

with families of their own.
That doesn’t mean 

people don’t still make 
mistakes.

Maddox said last holi-
day season saw six fires in 
six days in Sebring, three 
of them in one day.

“I’ve seen all kinds 
of things. Usually, it’s 
negligence,” Kempe said. 
“We hope to make a 
difference.”

Trees
Trends toward live 

Christmas trees means 
people who grew up 
without them now must 
tend to them, Anderson 
said, and they might not 
know how.

When selecting a real 
tree, Maddox said, look 
for one with fresh, green 
needles that don’t fall off. 
While a store may have 
“watered” their trees, 
buyers can’t count on 
that, Anderson said.

The first thing to do 
is cut a section off the 
bottom of the trunk and 
set it in a tree stand full 
of water, keeping that 
container full at all times, 
Anderson said.

It needs to sit at least 

three feet from any heat 
source, Maddox said, and 
not blocking any exits.

Also, Maddox said, 
watch out for pets that 
could topple the tree or 
drink up the water.

Kempe said a well-hy-
drated tree makes all the 
difference with a fire.

“We’ve experimented 
ourselves with that,” 
Kempe said. “It’s like 
kindling. It lets all its 
BTUs off at one time.”

“BTU” is a British 
thermal unit, which is the 
amount of heat needed 
to raise the temperature 
of one pound of water by 
one degree Fahrenheit.

Kempe confirmed that 
a dry Christmas tree 
on fire compares to an 

outdoor bonfire.
Anderson also said 

stores sell spray-on 
chemicals to make trees 
fire resistant.

Lights
Kempe said 25% of 

tree fires start from faulty 
electric decorations, 
mainly lights.

Read the warning labels 
on all lights before using 
them, Anderson said: The 
labels say whether they 
can be used outdoors 
or not, and how many 
strings can be plugged 
into each other.

In general, Kempe said, 
don’t string more than 
three strands of lights 
together, and don’t run 
them all off the same 

outlet, meaning the same 
two-plug face plate.

Kempe recommends 
rearranging decorations 
to keep them spread out 
among your wall outlets.

Anderson said people 
should visually inspect 
each strand for breaks 
in the insulation or for 
frayed wiring. If they 
short out and spark, 
they could cause fire. If 
in doubt, Maddox said, 
throw them away and 
get new ones. They are 
relatively inexpensive.

Be wary of buying them 
second-hand, Maddox 
said. There’s no way to tell 
how old they are or if they 
are safe to use.

Keep your holidays safe from fire
Firefighters: Don’t ‘daisy-chain’ power strips, cords, lights
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