
By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Novel coronavirus can stay infec-
tious on surfaces as long as three days, according 
to study results just released by the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH).

Researchers detected the virus still alive up 
to three hours after contact with aerosols — the 
air — four hours later on copper, 24 hours later on 
cardboard and two to three days later on plastic or 
stainless steel.

That’s why the two biggest tips to prevent infec-
tion with novel coronavirus involve washing hands 
and maintaining a six-foot “social distance.”

Highlands County Public Information Officer 
Gloria Rybinski said people are ignoring that 
advice, at the risk of catching the virus.

“The reason we’re pushing it is [because] people 
aren’t doing it,” Rybinski said.

When in public, people need to stay at least six 
feet from others and not congregate in groups 
of more than 10, especially at restaurants. While 
bars are closed, restaurants may remain open as 
long as staff seat customers apart from each other 
and disinfect tables and tabletop items between 
seatings.

However, results of the new study could change 
how people practice social distancing and how 
well or often they disinfect surfaces around them.

The 
World Health 

Organization had 
previously estimated 

COVID-19’s survival time 
on surfaces at a “few hours 

to a few days” based on research 
on other coronaviruses, such as the 

one that caused the 2003 Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) outbreak — SARS-CoV-1.

The NIH 
study, howev-
er, is the first 
by scientists 
at a federal 
laboratory on 
the virus caus-
ing a current 
pandemic, 
SARS-CoV-2.

Comparing 
and contrast-
ing the two vi-
ruses, the NIH 
study tried to 
mimic how 
the new virus 
gets deposited 
from an in-
fected person 
onto everyday 
surfaces, such 
as by cough-
ing or touch-
ing objects. 
Scientists then 
investigated 
how long the 
virus stayed 
infectious on 

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Florida lawmakers will 
vote today on a proposed state budget 
that includes spending $500 million to 
increase teacher salaries.

The School Board of Highlands 
County is earmarked to receive 
$1,945,531 under the teacher-salary 
plan.

The amount budgeted to increase 
teacher salaries for other area counties 
includes: Okeechobee: $1,095,123; 
Hardee: $807,570 and DeSoto: $790,263.

Highlands Assistant Superintendent 
of Business Operations Mike Averyt said 

Tuesday he was aware of 
the amount designated for 
the Highlands District, but 
the conforming language 
has not be released, which 
will tell the districts how 
to use the money.

“I know the amount, but 
I don’t know the details 
on how that is going to be 
handed out to the teach-

ers,” he said.
The district has about 872 teachers so 

if the money was split evenly among all 
the teachers it would be about $2,231 
per teacher, but raising starting teacher 
salaries to $47,500 has been a major 

part of the boost in funding for teacher 
pay, he explained.

The Highlands District’s current 
starting teacher salary is $40,000, Averyt 
said. “I have done some preliminary 
work and it doesn’t look like that is 
going to be enough money to get us to 
$47,500, but until I get the details I can’t 
comment on it.”

He believes the money was based just 
on classroom teachers, so it may not 
apply to guidance counselors, resource 
teachers and the many teachers who 
are not necessarily in the classroom.

The state budget being considered 
now would take effect for the 2020-21 
fiscal year, Averyt noted. There are a lot 

of issues that have to be resolved.
Included in the revenue is about 

$551,000 in the new scholarships pro-
grams so he has to increase the budget 
for that, he said. It doesn’t look like the 
district’s enrollment dropped by 300 
students, but it actually did in revenue.

In November Governor Ron DeSantis 
called for spending an additional 
$1 billion on teacher raises.

In January in his State of the State 
address, DeSantis called for $600 mil-
lion to raise teacher salaries.

“I’m recommending we take the bold 
step of setting the minimum salary 
for public school teachers at $47,500,” 
DeSantis said.
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Trump invokes emergency authority
Big 3 automakers closing

By TIM SULLIVAN and DAVID RISING 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — President Donald Trump 
moved to invoke a federal law Wednesday that allows 
the government to marshal industry to fight the 
coronavirus, as the economic fallout from the crisis 
mounted with word that Detroit’s Big Three automak-
ers are shutting down their North American factories 
to protect workers.

On a day of head-spinning developments:
— Stocks tumbled again on Wall Street, falling so 

fast they triggered another automatic trading halt.
— More borders slammed shut across Europe and 

North America, with the U.S. and Canada agreeing to 
close their shared boundary to all but essential travel, 
and Trump saying he will do the same with Mexico 
and also bar entry to asylum-seekers.

— And the Trump administration pressed Congress 
to swiftly pass a potentially $1 trillion rescue package 
to prop up the economy and speed relief checks to 
Americans in a matter of weeks.

Calling himself a “wartime president,” Trump said 
he would sign the Defense Production Act “in case we 

need it” to deal with an expected surge in cases of the 
virus. The law, which dates to 1950, during the Korean 
War, gives the president extraordinary authority to 
compel industries to expand production and turn out 
vital materials.

Hospitals and public health officials fearing an 
onslaught of infections have pleaded for more face 
masks, goggles, gowns and other protective gear, as 
well as equipment such as ventilators.

“It’s a war,” Trump said, likening the 

$1.9 million earmarked for teacher pay boost in Highlands

A challenge to take 
care of our own

It takes a village. Five 
bars were closed down 
Tuesday night. As you 
read that fact it probably 
doesn’t get your attention 
as much as this next 
statement will.

Twenty-four people 
went home not knowing 
how they will make it 
through the next 30 days. 
Twenty-four people not 
knowing how they will 
pay bills, put food on 
the table, or take care 
of loved ones in what-
ever manner they need. 
Twenty-four families 
adversely affected with 
one announcement.

My heart goes out to 
these people as I am sure 
yours does also. However, 
that may not be enough. 
It takes a village to take 

care of its own.
I am proud to say that 

Highlands County is my 
village and I believe we 
need to take care of these 
people as best we can. 
They lost jobs and are in 
despair. I have talked to 
the correct people from 
the Wet Dog Brewery, the 
Tap Room, Sheila’s Corner 
Pub, Sally Ricks Bar and 

Highlands News-Sun 
parent company helps in 
fight against coronavirus

Staff Reports
As the unprecedented 

advance of the corona-
virus impacts our daily 
lives, our locally owned 
businesses are the 
forgotten voice. With each 
new restriction, our local 
owners are increasingly 
negatively impacted.

D-R Media, owned 
by a fifth-generation 
Florida family, today 
announced up to $1 mil-
lion in support for locally 
owned businesses. In 
each of its newspapers 
in Highlands, Lake, Polk 
and Sumter counties, D-R 
Media will run full pages 
with free listings of local 
businesses that are still 
open and actively serving 
the public. The company 
will also run ads encour-
aging residents to buy 
gift certificates from local 
businesses to sustain 

their cash flow.
In Highlands County, 

sales representatives from 
the Highlands News-
Sun will seek out local 
businesses, whether they 
are current customers or 
not, to offer this free, no 
strings attached adver-
tising space, designed to 
let the public know the 
status of the individual 
business.

For fellow publish-
ing customers of D-R 
Media’s printing plant in 
Lakeland, the plant will 
increase the size of the 
product at no charge, to 
allow the local publisher 
to use that space to help 
their small business 
customers.

D-R Media CEO David 
Dunn-Rankin explained 
the reason for the up to 

How long can it live?

Novel 
coronavirus 
can stay active 
on surfaces, in air 

               for days
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