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By KAYLEEN PADRON
Correspondent

An adventure is about to begin while traveling on the 
dirt road to Chase Animal Rescue and Sanctuary, in 
Webster. 

Chase Sanctuary had its start approximately 14 years 
ago when Donna and Nina Vassallo first bought the 
property. At the time they noticed abandoned hound 
dogs and feral cats roamed around the property. One by 
one, Nina helped found homes for those animals. Doing 
so, she gained a reputation for helping animals out. 

Eventually, other species of animals arrived, such as 
parrots, toucans, deer, guinea pigs, you name it. They 
have a home at Chase Sanctuary 

THEN CAME THE LEMURS

Tracy was owned by a woman who raised her as a pet. 
About 10 years ago Tracy’s owner retired and wanted to 
travel. She was told to put Tracy down because Tracy 
might not adapt to such a large change. She loved Tracy 
and wanted the best for her. Following a search she found 
the sanctuary and helped Tracy settle in with frequent 
visits. From there, word spread and other lemurs were 
taken in. 

Tracy is a common brown lemur, and quite possi-
bly the oldest lemur in the world, at age 40-plus. years 
young. She was the first-ever lemur in the Vassallo’s care 
and through her they learned all about the specie’s fate. 

Due to deforestation and hunting, lemurs have become 
an endangered species. The rampant pet trade doesn’t 
help their situation either. When female lemurs have giv-
en birth in the pet trade, they are immediately separated 
from their young, causing trauma and stress on the new 
mother and babies. 

Unfortunately, many people trade and sell lemurs as 

Let us demur when it comes to lemurs
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A family of lemurs huddle around for some quality time.
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Goats beware! A lemur joins a guest in do-
ing some ‘relaxing’ yoga exercise.

pets in the states, which causes the lemurs to become aggressive 
over time.

“Don’t get them as pets. Be more conscious of what’s happening 
to the planet and the environment,” said Nina. “These animals have 
just as much a right to be here as we do.”

The Vasallo’s number one wish is to completely abolish the pet 
trade. In the meantime, the Vasallos have adopted lemurs and have 
given them a safe place to live out the rest of their lives.

(As for Tracy, who once was the matriarch, she currently is in 
her own enclosure, for her safety and protection. The decision to 
provide Tracy her own private enclosure stems from the fact that 
as she aged, other lemurs began challenging her for a stronger role. 
Also due to her age, inside her enclosure are swings and obstacles 
closer to the ground, to lessen the chance of injury. However, as 
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      352-394-2612 • Go To: www.pittmanjewelers.com - to see more

Family Owned & Operated “Since 1945” 

Pandora 

Bracelets & Charms

Celebrating 
76 Years

Day Trips & Travel Adventures

COCOA BEACH PIER See Page 20


