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Dairy farmers ask USDA to subsidize 
COVID-19 related losses

By INGRID UTECH
CORRESPONDENT

Editor’s note: This is the second 
of two articles about the impact of 
the COVID-19 related closings on 
Florida dairy farmers’ incomes.

Southeast Milk, Inc. in Florida 
is one of many dairy cooperatives 

nationwide which have been fi nan-
cially devastated by COVID-19 and 
the resulted closings of schools and 
restaurants that have traditionally 
been large purchasers of milk.

“The situation is worse than 
anything we’ve experienced in 
our lifetimes,” said Joe Wright, 
SMI president, and owner of V&W 

Farms in Hardee County. “SMI 
stands to lose $72 million by the 
end of the summer due to a $4.50 
per cwt (1 cwt = 11.67 gallons) 
decrease in the 2020 price outlook. 
If dairy farmers in Florida who do 
not belong to SMI are included, the 

COURTESY/BRITTANY NICKERSON THURLOW

Dairy farmers are facing severe income losses as a result of 
COVID-19 related school and restaurant closings.

Highlands 
has 3 new 

cases of 
COVID-19 
1 resident at both 
The Palms, Sunny 
Hills test positive

By RUTH ANNE LAWSON
STAFF WRITER

As the first week of Phase 1 of 
Florida’s reopening comes to a close 
the number of positive COVID-19 
cases in Highlands County reached 93 
as of Friday’s update. One additional 
death has been reported increasing 
the total to 8. The number of hospi-
talizations remains unaltered at 31 
with 30 residents and 1 nonresident.

The first positive case reported in 
Highlands County was on March 21.

Statewide, a total of 39,199 cases 
have been confirmed with the death 
toll increasing by 69 for a total of 
1,669.

The total number of tests admin-
istered in Highlands County is 1,610 
with 1,516 negative tests results of 
which 39 are non-Florida residents. 
One result has come back inconclu-
sive and six are waiting for results. 
The percent of positive cases is 5.8%.

Of the 93 positive cases in 
Highlands County, 92 are residents 
and 1 non-resident. The cases include 
46 male and 46 females, ranging from 
ages 0 to 85, with a median age of 55.

FDOH is releasing details of 
ethnicity and race regarding the 
positive cases in each of the state’s 67 
counties.

Highlands County’s cases by ethnic-
ity are 30 Hispanic, 55 non-Hispanic 
and seven unknown/no data. The 
cases by race are 49 white, 23 black, 
18 other and two unknown/no data.

The total number of positive cases 
in Florida is nearing the 40,000 mark. 
Florida has 39,199 confirmed cases 
that is a 371 increase since Thursday; 
1,027 of those are non-Florida 

Buckner arrested for attempted murder
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LORIDA — Richard James Buckner, 
19, of Lorida is in the Highlands County 
Jail awaiting a $210,000 bond after being 
arrested for discharging a fi rearm from a 
vehicle and two counts of attempted ho-
micide in the early hours of Wednesday 
morning.

According to the arrest report, deputies 
from the Highlands County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce responded to Varsity Lane and 

Umber Court because of 
an aggravated burglary call. 
The deputies made contact 
with a male and female 
victims.

The male victim said he 
was riding his four-wheel 
ATV when the vehicle 
broke down a few miles 
from his home. The male 
victim called his girlfriend 

to tow his ATV back to his house. When 
the girlfriend got to Valentine Avenue, she 

began to tow the ATV south. The couple 
noticed lights behind them at the inter-
section of Valentine Avenue and Hicks 
Road. The male victim allegedly recog-
nized a grey Chevrolet SUV and knew the 
driver and identifi ed the passenger as 
Buckner, the report stated.

The male victim informed deputies 
that the tow strap and ATV separated. 
The pair got out to reattached the strap 
and ATV. As this was happening, the male 
victim said he saw Buckner lean outside 
the passenger window and fi re nine 

shots toward them, the report shows. The 
vehicle allegedly reversed and left the 
scene.

Deputies found four 9mm shell casings 
at the scene. The driver of the SUV went 
to his home on Valentine Avenue and 
was detained, read his Miranda warning 
and gave a statement. He said he drove 
the SUV and Buckner pulled the gun 
from his pocket, leaned out the window 
and shot in the victims’ direction. The 

Agency warns 
Medicaid costs 
could soar by 

$1 billion
By CHRISTINE SEXTON

NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE — Florida’s eco-
nomic collapse due to the COVID-19 
pandemic is expected to cause 
ballooning Medicaid enrollment that 
might blow a $1 billion hole in the 
state budget, according to new pro-
jections by the agency that oversees 
the health-care safety net program.

The dramatic rise in costs could 
exert additional pressure on Gov. 
Ron DeSantis and the Legislature 
to cut the budget as businesses 
shutting down and scaling back 
have dramatically reduced the main 
sources of tax dollars used to pay for 
state spending.

An Agency for Health Care 
Administration analysis of projected 
costs and enrollment obtained by 
The News Service of Florida shows 
that as many as 437,390 additional 
people might turn to Medicaid for 
health care in the coming fiscal year, 
which starts July 1.

The spike in enrollment could 
increase overall costs in the com-
ing year by as much as $3 billion. 
Congress recently approved a 
6.2 percentage-point increase in 
the federal government’s share of 
Medicaid costs, what is known as 
the Federal Medicaid Assistance 
Percentage, or FMAP.

But even with that boost, the extra 
money wouldn’t cover all of a $3 bil-
lion increase next year, and Florida 
would be on the hook for about 
$1.07 billion, the analysis shows.

“We will still see additional 
costs that the state will incur that 
won’t be covered by the enhanced 
(FMAP), just attributable potentially 
to increased enrollment,” Agency 
for Health Care Administration 
Secretary Mary Mayhew told the 
News Service.

Also, those projected enrollment 
numbers and costs are only for next 
fiscal year. The agency’s analysis 
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STORES NOW OPEN!

Please visit BeallsFlorida.com and BeallsOutlet.com for your store hours and locations.Bealls Stores & BeallsFlorida.com are operated by Bealls Stores, Inc. and Beall’s Westgate Corporation.

Observing
social 
distancing 
rules

Heightened
cleaning &
sanitizing
procedures

Encouraging
the use of
personal
protection

Your safety and the  
safety of our associates  
is our top priority!
Here’s what we’re doing to help...

Plus

STORE HOURS 10AM-6PM


