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Suffragist leaders Elizabeth Cady Stanton, seated, and Susan B. 
Anthony, circa 1880.

Trucker dies Sunday in collision with cow
By Staff report

LAKE PLACID — A traffic crash on Highlands 
County roads has resulted in the fourth fatality of the 
year, again involving a single vehicle crash.

According to Florida Highway Patrol, Kenny Lee 
Jenkins, 42, of Lake Placid, died late Sunday when the 
2000 Freightliner semi he was driving went off the 
road after colliding with a cow.

Around 11:50 p.m. Jenkins was driving westbound 
on State Road 70 approaching County Road 29 when 

the front right of his semi tractor collided with a cow 
in the roadway. The truck was reportedly redirected in 
a northwesterly direction causing the front right side 
of the truck to then collide with a guardrail, barb wire 
fence and a tree on the westbound shoulder of SR 70.

Upon collision with the tree, Jenkins was ejected. 
The use of alcohol is not suspected. Jenkins was 
reportedly not wearing a seat belt.

This was the fourth fatality since Jan. 1, each of 
which has taken place on rural roads.

Carlos Martinez-Leon, 28, of Venus, died Jan. 8 
when his truck failed to negotiate a curve at Old 
State Road 8 south of Pimlico Road. Dale Ray Strang, 
45, of Lake Placid, died Jan. 6 when his Harley-
Davidson motorcycle hit a wild hog at the intersec-
tion of County Road 621 and Cypress Isle Lane. Troy 
Lee Jones, 31, of Sebring, died Jan. 1 when his car left 
the roadway, entering a private driveway and collid-
ing with a barb wire fence and then an abandoned 
building.

Women’s Suffrage Movement
Early suffragists lay the groundwork for a successful 20th century campaign

By INGRID UTECH
CORRESPONDENT

Aug. 26, 2020 marks the 
100th anniversary of the 
official adoption of the 
19th Amendment, giving 
women the right to vote. 
In the coming months, 
the Highlands News-Sun 
will publish occasional 
articles about the history 
of the female suffrage 
movement.

The 19th Amendment 
came about only after a 
long and difficult strug-
gle that lasted almost 
75 years. In the early 
years, no one was more 
committed to fighting 
for female suffrage than 
Susan B. Anthony and 
her close friend Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton.

Stanton 
was married 
with seven 
children, 
so family 
obligations 
sometimes 
interfered 
with polit-
ical work. 
Anthony, 
on the 
other 
hand, 
was sin-
gle and 
from 
the 
time 
she joined the move-
ment in 1852 until she 
retired in 1900, she gave 
her undivided attention 
to winning the vote for 
women.

Stanton and 
four other 
women 
organized 
the first 
Woman’s 
Rights 
Convention 
in Seneca 
Falls, New 
York, in 1848. 
Stanton 
wrote a 
Declaration 
of Sentiments 
modeled 
after the 
Declaration of 
Independence, 
which in-

cluded 12 equal rights 
resolutions.

Attendees adopted 
all the resolutions. The 
one on voting rights was 

the most contentious, 
and it passed only after 
Frederick Douglass, a 
black abolitionist and a 
champion of women’s 
rights, gave a passionate 
address supporting it.

Woman’s Rights 
Conventions were held 
annually for the next 10 
years except for 1857. No 
meetings were held from 
1860 to 1865, because 
attention was focused on 
the Civil War.

In 1865, Congress 
passed and the States 
ratified the 13th 
Amendment, which abol-
ished slavery. Not sur-
prisingly, many women’s 
rights activists supported 
the amendment. After all, 

Educators 
throng Florida 

Capitol to 
fight for more 

money
By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — Thousands 
of school workers from around the state 
thronged Florida’s Capitol on Monday 
to press Gov. Ron DeSantis and the 
Legislature to more than double the near-
ly $1 billion the governor is proposing for 
teacher raises and bonuses.

Large crowds of demonstrators 
streamed into the Capitol’s main thor-
oughfare, some hoisting signs beseeching 
Florida lawmakers to “Fund our Future.” 
Rally organizers said as many as 10,000 
demonstrators, some from Highlands 
County, would descend on the Capitol 
on the eve of the official start of the 2020 
legislative session.

Florida’s protest erupted amid a wave 
of education activism across the country 
over the past two years in states such as 
Arizona, Arkansas, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Oklahoma and West Virginia.

The popular Republican governor 
has made the raises a centerpiece of 
his $91.4 billion budget plan, which 
also includes significant spending on 
environmental programs. His agenda 
may wrest control of key political issues 
— education and climate change — long 
championed by Democrats.

On education, DeSantis is asking law-
makers to approve $600 million to boost 
the minimum salary of public school 
teachers to $47,500, which would catapult 
starting salaries to among the highest in 
the country. Another $300 million would 
be distributed based on merit.

But the state’s largest school union said 
the governor’s proposal merely gives the 
illusion that he is addressing problems 
that have long plagued public schools, 
such as understaffing, crumbling facilities 
and low morale. The union said as many 
as 2,400 teaching jobs remain unfilled.

“The governor says he wants to raise 

Semi topples, dumps load

Four rigs called for cleanup
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — A truck hauling 
demolition debris lost balance 
Monday while turning from U.S. 27 
west onto State Road 70.

The load shifted and tipped the en-
tire trailer and cab onto the northwest 
shoulder of the intersection, blocking 
the southbound right-turn lane for 
more than two hours.

Fortunately, there were no injuries, 
Florida Highway Patrol reported, but 
the investigating trooper said the driv-
er would likely be cited for speeding 
and/or failing to secure a load.

Artistic Towing of Sebring sent four 
rigs and a Kubota front-end loader, 
first to clear the load from around 
the trailer and then to winch the 
semi-trailer upright.

The black Kenworth cab, partially 
crushed from falling over, looked to be 
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From left, David Barajas uses a Kubota front-end loader Monday afternoon to clear a spilled 
demolition debris load from in front of a toppled semi-trailer while Jesse Dombroski, Travis 
Giancola and Bob Dombroski plan how they will turn the overturned trailer upright again at 
the corner of U.S. 27 southbound and State Road 70 westbound.

PHIL ATTINGER/STAFF

Travis Giancola of Artistic Towing of Sebring, at left, calls for reinforcements Monday afternoon to help turnover an overturned semi-trailer at 
the northwest corner of U.S. 27 and State Road 70. Florida Highway Patrol reported that the northbound truck likely took a left turn onto SR 
70 too fast, shifting the load and toppling the truck. The driver and passenger didn’t report injuries, FHP said.
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