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Thinking of
You at Christmas

In this season of wishes, we hope all your dreams come 
true. For the gift of your business, we feel truly blessed.

Making Dreams 
Come True Since 2008 

CHARM CITY

BOCC | 4

SEAFOOD | 4

Polk BoCC allocates additional funds for 
rent, mortgage assistance

Maryland-style seafood a 
higher calling for owner of 
Bartow restaurant

The Polk County Board of County Commissioners 
voted Dec. 15 to allocate $1 million of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to assist 
those still suffering a negative financial impact from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The program will assist residents with rent and 
mortgage payments.

The county will begin taking applications at 8 

a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 29.  The program will stop taking 
applications at 5 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31. 

A call center will open on Dec. 29 at 9 a.m. to answer 
questions. The number to call will be (863) 519-1000. 
These phones will be answered from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
during the application period.

“Back in May, we were able to help those having 

By ANITA TODD
Contributing Writer

BARTOW – There's a lot of 
crabbiness going on at Bartow's 
newest restaurant, Charm City 

Seafood. 
The owner, Nik Minadakis, has 

filled the menu with dishes usually 
found and enjoyed in the Baltimore 
area — many of which specialize in 

The dining room of Charm City in Bartow is airy and spaced out 
so diners can safely enjoy their meals. COURTESY PHOTO

Nik Minadakis took several 
lessons from his late father, 
Jimmy, including his work ethic 
and secrets to Maryland-style 
seafood. COURTESY PHOTO

IN BRIEF

Citrus Connection 
conducts survey

Bartow Regional 
Medical Center 
recognized for safety 

Holiday waste 
collection schedules

Citrus Connection provides transit 
services for communities throughout Polk 
County and is considering a premium bus 
service within the county. 

The organization is conducting a survey 
designed to help Citrus Connection and the 
Polk Transportation Planning Organization 
better understand what aspects of premium 
transit existing and potential riders value 
most.

Take the survey at http://bit.ly/2WvpgSx.

Bar tow Regional  Medica l  Center 
announced Dec. 16 on its Facebook page 
that it had received a “A” grade in the fall 2020 
Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade. 

The Safety Grade assigns an A, B, C, D 
or F grade to all general hospitals across the 
country and is updated every six months. 
It is based on a hospital’s performance in 
preventing medical errors, injuries, accidents, 
infections and other harms to patients in 
their care.

Polk County staff have announced that 
the North Central Landfill will be closed 
on Friday, Dec. 25, and Friday, Jan. 1, in 
observance of the Christmas and New Year 
holidays. The landfill will reopen the Monday 
following each holiday. 

Waste collection services for residents of 
unincorporated Polk scheduled for Friday, 
Dec. 25, will take place on Saturday, Dec. 
26. Services scheduled for Friday, Jan. 1, 
will follow the same schedule. The one-day 
delay will occur for each day of the week 
following each holiday. In this case, only 
Friday collection is affected.

Bartow-based 
PalletOne sold
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Former Spring 
Training stadium 
may be demolished
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Hobby Lobby 
coming to 
northeast Polk
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Pandemic doesn’t 
slow senior athlete
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PCPS suspends 
winter sports 
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