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SNL landowner meeting, election set for Friday
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Sun ‘N Lake of Sebring landowners will 
get to choose Friday who will take a vacant seat on the 
Board of Supervisors.

The vote will come during the special improvement 
district’s annual landowner meeting, 9 a.m. Friday 
at the Community Center, 3500 Edgewater Drive. 
Candidates are Mark Camp, Craig Herrick, Javita 
McKinney and Ward Miller.

They have all requested to run for the remaining 
two years of the term vacated recently by Supervisor 
Dan Stegall.

Camp was originally appointed to the board in 2016 

to fill a seat vacated by the late supervisor Richard 
Miller, but later resigned from the board on Nov. 7, 
2018, while serving as board president.

Supervisor Mike Gilpin has filed for re-election 
to his current seat for another four-year term. He is 
unopposed at this time.

The other three supervisors, elected by popular 
vote, are Joe Branson, Raymond Brooks and Neal 
Hotelling.

District officials will accept ballots or proxies at 
the Community Center beginning at 8 a.m. until the 
chairperson of the Landowner Meeting closes voting.

Ballots or proxies will also be accepted at the district 
main office, 5306 Sun ‘N Lake Blvd., from 1-4:30 p.m. 
through Thursday.

This might mark the last time members of the board 
are elected by landowners, specifically, as the board is 
pursuing options to amend the district charter to have 
all elections by popular vote. It would do away with 
having seats reserved for landowners and the “one-lot, 
one-vote” landowner vote protocol.

David Schumacher, attorney contracted to repre-
sent the special improvement district, told supervisors 
at their Dec. 27 meeting that he had met with County 
Attorney Joy Carmichael, and he believes the district 
can transition completely to popularly elected seats 
with minimum effort.

Schumacher cited an opinion made by his 

You say 
you want a 
resolution

County commission to 
review two on Feb. 4

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Instead of just one resolu-
tion, county commissioners will consider 
two.

At the night meeting scheduled Feb.4, 
the Board of County Commission will 
consider a resolution to support the 
entire U.S. Constitution and its amend-
ments, as well as a reconsideration of 
the resolution presented last month by 
Commissioner Arlene Tuck to give full 
support to the Second Amendment, the 
right to keep and bear arms.

The decision came by consensus after 
Commission Chair Ron Handley read a 
prepared statement at Tuesday’s meeting, 
which said in effect that he didn’t see any 
need to consider any resolution at the 
first February meeting since all members 
of the board had sworn by the oath of 
office to uphold and defend the U.S. and 
Florida Constitutions.

The board had scheduled the next 
meeting as a night meeting for purpose of 
giving more residents a chance to weigh 
in on any potential board action.

Tuck, however, defended the need 
for a specific resolution for the Second 
Amendment, stating that 23 of 67 Florida 
counties had adopted such resolutions, 
and only Sarasota and Highlands coun-
ties had considered and rejected them. 
She also said those were the only two 
counties in this region of Florida that had 
not adopted such actions.

Commissioner Don Elwell opposed tak-
ing the Constitutional resolution off the 
agenda without people at the meeting to 
speak to that matter, as Handley’s sugges-
tion came at the end of Tuesday’s meeting 
during commissioners’ comments.

He said the proposed Constitutional 
support measure — which will consist 

Sailing the American Great Loop
Local couple sails 
6.5K-mile trip on 
American coasts, 

lakes, rivers

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — For retirement, a lot of 
couples might consider buying a boat, 
or taking an American road trip.

Rarely do couples combine the two.
Steve and Jeri Slaybaugh of Sebring 

did just that. As new members of 
the America’s Great Loop Cruisers’ 
Association (AGLCA), they sailed the 
“American Great Loop,” a boat trip 
combining 6,000 miles of American 
waterways, including the Intracoastal 
Waterway, New York State Canals, the 
Canadian Canals, the Great Lakes, 
United States inland rivers and the 
Gulf of Mexico. They traveled the 
Mississippi, Ohio and Tennessee 
Rivers and the Tennessee–Tombigbee 
Waterway.

It’s approximately 6,000 miles, but 
the the Slaybaughs went 6,451 miles in 
their 35-foot President Trawler, in part 
because they took the boat further up 
the Tennessee River on a side-trip to 
Knoxville for a University of Tennessee 
home game.

But they still managed to do the 
trip in 10 months, which takes some 
couples two or three years.

“We kept moving,” Jeri Slaybaugh 
said. “Some stay in one place for a 
while.”

They found it hard not to stay put 
in some places, but they kept a pretty 
good pace.

Steve Slaybaugh was already retired 
when they made plans. They sold their 
house in September 2018 and bought 
the boat — a 420-square-foot mini-
house with two bedrooms and two 
bathrooms.

He joked they needed to downsize, 
anyway. She said selling the house and 
living on the boat was less worrisome 
than having to rent out a house while 
they were gone, or have to have cars 
with tags and insurance.

Not that boats aren’t expensive. 
Steve Slaybaugh said the saying “break 
out another $1,000” is a myth: It’s 
more like $2,000 or more to fix prob-
lems that crop up.

Fuel is expensive, too, he said, if 
people get up on plane and go fast. 
He had his boat converted to diesel 
to save on fuel, but found his best fu-
el-consumption speed was going just 
8-9 mph at four gallons to the hour. 
It was better than going flat out at 20 
mph and burning 25 gallons per hour, 
using up a week’s worth of gas — a full 

tank at 250 gallons — in just one day.
The Slaybaughs figure they burned 

3,100 gallons on the whole trip.
It was difficult not to be able to 

take all her shoes, Jeri Slaybaugh said, 
but her husband said she still took a 
bunch. “We tilted to port.”

Jeri Slaybaugh retired a week and a 

COURTESY PHOTO/STEVE AND JERI SLAY-
BAUGH

Jeri and Steve Slaybaugh show off the yellow 
flag they got from the American Great Loop 
Crusiers’ Association for completing the ‘Great 
American Loop’.

Plan may require more specific 
recommendations

By INGRID UTECH
CORRESPONDENT

SEBRING — The University 
of Florida’s Institute of Food 
and Agricultural Sciences, in 
partnership with the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Commission, 
recently unveiled a draft Aquatic 

Habitat Management Plan for 
Lake Istokpoga. An article in 
yesterday’s paper described the 
stakeholder-driven (as opposed 
to management-driven) process 
by which the plan was developed. 
This article outlines findings and 
recommendations.

“A lake plan is difficult to write 

because a lake is a dynamic 
ecosystem that’s subject to 
continual change,” said Dr. Paul 
Gray, Audubon ecologist and one 
of the Lake Istokpoga Habitat 
Advisory Committee members. 
Acknowledging that the plan could 

COURTESY/DR. KAI LORENZEN, UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

Dawn Ritter, Highlands County lakes manager and LIMC 
co-chair, takes notes as Allen Martin, FWC North Central 
Regional Fisheries administrator, answers question at the 
recent Lake Istokpoga Habitat Management Plan meeting.
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COURTESY PHOTO/STEVE AND JERI SLAYBAUGH

People traveling the Great Lakes can tie up and stay just off shore from cities like Chicago, 
here in the background, using mooring spots like the one in the foreground, for a small fee. 
It allows travelers like Steve and Jeri Slaybaugh of Sebring, who navigated their boat up the 
coast, through inland waterways and back to the Gulf of Mexico, to find a spot to stay while 
visiting places of interest along the way.

COURTESY PHOTO/STEVE AND JERI SLAY-
BAUGH

‘Wild Goose,’ the boat on the left, shares a 
photo with ‘Lady Liberty’ in New York Harbor. 
Boat owners Steve and Jeri Slaybaugh of 
Sebring took the boat on a ‘Great American 
Loop’ tour: Up the Eastern Seaboard. Their 
trip took 10 months, but the average time 
people take for it is one to two years. LOOP | 9ACOUNTY | 11A
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BLACKMAN STAGE SERIES IS SPONSORED BY

DENTAL CARE OF MID FLORIDA AND MCPHAIL’S AUTO SALES

TICKETS START AT 

$10 YOUTH / $20 ADULT

356 W CENTER AVE SEBRING

863-260-7358 • HIGHLANDSLAKESIDETHEATRE.ORG

Writt en by Tennessee Williams
Directed by Laura Wade

Adult themes. May be inappropriate 
for children under 13 years old.
Produced by special arrangement 
with Samuel French, Inc.
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