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The Bartow High School Varsity 
Cheerleading team won its second 
state championship in a row and 
eighth overall at the RP Funding 
Center in Lakeland on Jan. 23.

Bartow’s score of 89.20 bested 

Clay (85.95) and Fleming Island 
(82.20).

Afterward, coach Lori Jolliff 
pra i s e d  t he  Ye l low Jacke t s’ 
performance.

"They were beautiful," Jolliff said. 

"They were Bartow."
For more photos of the Yellow 

Jackets at the state finals, see Page 18.

Words and photograph by 
Charles A. Baker III
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Polk Board receives $21 million in additional 
pandemic relief funding

IN BRIEF INSIDE

By CATHY PALMER
Contributing Writer

Polk County's COVID-19 relief funds jumped up another 
$21 million last week when the county received an additional 
$21.8 million to provide rent and utility relief to families 
affected by the pandemic.

It was unclear at last week's meetings whether the funds 
were an unexpected windfall, but county commissioners 
were glad to get the money from the federal government 
to help families struggling with basic needs due to layoffs, 
business closures or other economic impacts.

“It's always nice to get that kind of money,” said 

Commission Chairman Rick Wilson, “and then be able to 
help the people of the county.”

County Manager Bill Beasley said the money would be 
available for distribution “in the coming weeks,” but didn't 
set a date for either application or disbursement.

The money augments the $126 million the county received 
last spring and disbursed over the summer to individuals, 
seniors and businesses affected by the pandemic.

So far, Polk has doled out nearly $7 million in rent and 
mortgage help to more than 1,900 residents, County Budget 
Director Todd Bond explained.

Some 2,000 applications were filed in late December when 
the county disbursed about $2.5 million in grant money it 

Lake Wales 
Commission takes 
COVID precautions

Haven nurse 
recognized in Times 
Square

On Jan. 22, Lake Wales Mayor Eugene Fultz 
notified city staff that he and his wife had tested 
positive for COVID-19. Because four of the 
five city commissioners, as well as at least two 
city staff members, were in close proximity to 
the mayor last week, they agreed to quarantine 
themselves as a precaution.

A city commission work session meeting 
scheduled for Jan. 26 was cancelled.

“We will make a decision on the February 
2nd city commission meeting once the 
commissioners have been tested and we know 
their status,” Lake Wales City Manager James 
Slaton said.

Tori Moore, an Emergency Department 
nurse at Winter Haven Hospital, never thought 
her singing abilities would land her in Times 
Square. But that’s where the DAISY Foundation 
Award-winning nurse is now prominently 
displayed, as part of the DAISY Foundation’s 
campaign to thank nurses for their sacrifices 
during a pandemic. 

Tori received a DAISY Award in 2020 for 
her care of an elderly patient with Alzheimer’s 
disease who'd had a stroke. To calm the patient, 
Tori spent two hours singing Frank Sinatra 
songs to her. “It’s just a huge honor to represent 
Winter Haven Hospital and BayCare in this 
way,” Moore said. 

To read more about her story, visit https://
bddy.me/3o5qGi1.
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