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Bartow recognizes 
longtime educator 

as part of Black 
History Month 

celebration
By CATHY PALMER
Contributing Writer

BARTOW — The Bartow City 
Commission recently celebrated 
February’s role as Black History Month 
by issuing a proclamation to honor the 
life and work of Celesta Washington 
Crosby, 90, who educated countless 
Bartow youth in both segregated and 
desegregated schools.

Black History Month and its impact 
on Bartow was front and center at the 
recent city commission meeting.

Crosby, a lifelong Bartow resident, 
received the proclamation from 
B ar tow Mayor  Bi l ly  S imps on 
during a ceremonial presentation. 
The proclamation honored the 
contributions she had made as an 
educator and beyond.

“While the city's observance of 
Black History Month calls our city's 
attention to the continued need to 
battle racism and to build a society 
that lives up to its democratic ideals, 
this year's recognition is especially 
significant because we are honoring a 
Bartow legend,” the proclamation read. 

Crosby was accompanied by her 
husband, Manny, 93, and the couple 
was also applauded for their 70 years 
of marriage.

Crosby was a teacher who taught at 
various elementary schools in Bartow, 
including Union Academy, both 
during and after segregation.  She has 
been a fixture within Bartow’s African-

Polk Museum of 
Art goes Dutch 
The Polk Museum of Art 

in Lakeland is set to host 

its “Music and Dance in 

Painting of the Dutch 

Golden Age” exhibit.
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Valentine’s weekend
With Valentine’s Day 

falling on a Friday, there’s a 

weekend’s worth of events 

going on and our “Best 

Bets” have you covered 

with ideas.
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More championships 
for Bartow cheer
The Yellow Jackets 

followed a state title earlier 

this month with national 

and world titles this past 

weekend.
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Football team on 
the ‘Rise’
The Polk County Rise, 

an amateur adult football 

team based out of Bartow, 

has kicked off its second 

season.
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PHOTO BY CHARLES A. BAKER III
Lake Wales resident Lamardge Tunstall casts his reel while fishing at Lake Weader, just 

northeast of the intersection of U.S. Highway 27 and West Central Avenue in Lake Wales, on 

Feb. 4.

Lake Wales mayor won’t 
seek reelection

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
Staff Writer

LAKE WALES – On the day before 
his 70th birthday, Mayor Eugene Fultz 
announced that he will not be running 
for reelection in 2022.

During a Lake Wales City Commission 
meeting Feb. 4, City Clerk Jennifer Nanek 
was making some announcements in 
reference to the upcoming municipal 

election on April 7. Fultz remarked 
that he was glad that he was not up for 
reelection again.

“I think I'm ready to call it quits,” Fultz 
said. “I've given my reasonable service 
and at the end of nine years, I feel as 
though I am going to term limit myself.”

Fultz proceeded to share some 
advice to those considering serving the 
community in the future.

“It's not as easy as it looks sometimes,” 
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