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SEBRING — A teen-
age girl missing from 
Tennessee since 2019 
turned up in Florida a lit-
tle more than a week ago, 
according to Tennessee 
investigators.

Her non-custodial fa-
ther, charged with kidnap-
ping her, reportedly has 

family in the 
Sebring area. 
Highlands 
County 
Sheriff’s 
Offi ce 
offi cials said 
their dep-
uties have 

received and 
followed leads, but have 
not located 17-year-old 
Daphne Westbrook or her 

42-year-old father, John 
Oliver Westbrook.

The Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement 
issued an Amber Alert 
Friday afternoon for 
Daphne. She and her fa-
ther may be driving a red 
and rust-red primer 1971 
Volkswagen Super Beetle 
with an orange four-vent 
rear deck lid, a dent on 
the right fender behind 

the bumper, 
no license 
plate and no 
windshield.

She stands 
5 feet 3 inch-
es tall, has 
brown hair 
and brown 

eyes and was 
last seen in Chattanooga 

Girl, missing since 2019, seen in Florida
Father, charged in her kidnapping, has family in Highlands
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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County gained another 
12 cases of COVID-19 as of Saturday afternoon’s 
reports from the Florida Department of Health, 
for a total of 7,422.

The number of deaths, at 307, remains un-
changed from the Friday and Thursday reports. 
Based on Health Department adjusted totals for 
the last two weeks, the average number of cases 
has been 14.6 per day for the past two weeks, and 
13 per day for the last week.

Out of the county’s case totals, 7,347 were res-
idents and 75 were non-residents. Testing totals, 
for the fi rst time in eight days, went up over 300, 
with 337 negative cases out of 349, for a positivity 
rate of 3.44%, the lowest since Wednesday’s 
reports.

The median age for new infections has steadily 
dropped since Tuesday’s report, from 63 down 
to 37. The county has seen 582 total hospital-
izations — holding at 8% of all cases — with 31 
people in hospitals for COVID-19 as of Saturday.

Long-term care facilities have had a total of 657 
cases — holding at 9% of all cases — and correc-
tions facilities have had 121 total cases. FDOH 
has recorded 84 deaths from either residents or 
staff of long-term care facilities.

Statewide, cases rose by 5,167, slightly less than 
the previous day’s increase of 5,214, bringing the 
total to 1,973,101. Of those cases, 1,936,788 are 
residents and 36,331 are non-residents.

Deaths went up by 85 to 32,829 for a total of 
32,225 residents and 604 non-residents.

Out of a total of 100,089 tests processed, 94,922 
had negative results, for a daily positivity rate of 
5.16%, up slightly from the previous day’s 4.88% 
rate after 105,325 tests and 100,181 negative 
results.

Running totals of variant case counts by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention still 
had Florida well ahead of all other states for the 
B.1.1.7 variant (U.K. variant), with 690 of the 
country’s 3,701 cases, followed by Michigan with 
562.

It was another good day on the national 
front, with states reporting an additional 60,678 
cases to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention on Friday, along with 1,561 deaths. 
Hospitalizations were at 34,145.

Hospitalizations have declined for the last two 
months, since Jan. 11.

Thus far, the CDC reports that 101 million vac-
cine doses have been given. Of those, 66 million, 
or 19.9% of the U.S. population, have received 
one dose, with 35 million, 10.5 million, have 
received both.

In Highlands County, Florida, the Health 
Department reports that 17,668 have received 
their fi rst dose of vaccine and 7,334 have received 
their second, for a total of 25,002, or slightly less 
than 25% of the entire county population.

The Johns Hopkins University Center for 
Systems Science and Engineering totals for 
worldwide cases showed the United States with a 
total of 29.4 million COVID-19 cases on Saturday, 
with a total of 533,868 deaths.

Globally, there have been 119.4 million cases 
and 2.64 million deaths.

COVID-19 numbers 
still trending down

County sees no new deaths
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SEBRING — John Huber had a 
scare on Dec. 3. The Lake Placid man 
got diagnosed with COVID-19, along 
with two sons, a daughter-in-law, 
a granddaughter and a friend from 
New Jersey.

“They were the only ones together 
at that time,” said his wife, Julie 
Huber, who was not among them on 
the day before Thanksgiving. “I didn’t 
get anything, that I’m sure of.”

Fortunately, that same day, John 
Huber got a treatment that had just 
been approved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration for COVID-19 
patients — monoclonal antibody in-
fusion. He was the fi rst in Highlands 
County to get it.

The FDA describes monoclonal 
antibodies as “laboratory-made 
proteins that mimic the immune 
system’s ability to fi ght off harmful 
antigens,” such as viruses. One anti-
body approved for experimental use 
last November was Bamlanivimab, 
specifi cally directed against the spike 
protein of SARS-CoV-2 and designed 
to block the virus’ attachment and 
entry into human cells.

It worked. Within two days, Julie 
Huber said, her husband said he 
couldn’t feel any better.

“It was the best I felt like in a long 
time,” John Huber said.

The only downside was that 
he had to wait 90 days from his 
treatment before getting vaccinated 
for COVID-19. He had his fi rst shot 
on March 4, and is scheduled for a 
second one April 4.

Would he advise getting this 
treatment?

“If they can get it, get it,” John 
Huber said. “As far as I’m concerned, 
it’s terrifi c.”

Nancy Christensen, 
vice president 

and executive director of Physician 
Services for AdventHealth Sebring, 
where John 

Huber got his treatment, said the 
single-dose, intravenous treatment is 
free of charge. It triggers the immune 
system and prevents the disease 
from progressing too far, she said. It 
was already in use for other diseases, 
but studies and trials discovered its 
effectiveness against COVID-19.

Christensen said it is intended for 
those who have gotten a diagnosis in 
the last three days and have devel-
oped COVID-19 symptoms within 
the past 10 days. They should not be 
hospitalized or on oxygen, but would 
need to be someone at high risk for 
progressing to a more severe case, 
especially if they also have high-risk 
factors like diabetes, heart disease or 
obesity and have a doctor’s order.

Other medical criteria Christensen 
listed include high body mass index, 
kidney disease, diabetes, immu-
nosuppressive disease, or either 
pulmonary or respiratory illness.

If a patient is 65 or older, like John 
Huber, 79, they just need a positive 
COVID-19 test within the 10-day 
symptom window and doctor’s order. 
John Huber also had underlying con-
ditions, his wife said, including being 
a cancer survivor and having high 

COVID treatment a success for local patient

ELI LILLY VIA AP

This photo provided by Eli Lilly shows the drug Bamlanivimab. On Monday, Nov. 9, 2020, 
the Food and Drug Administration cleared emergency use of Bamlanivimab, the fi rst 
antibody drug to help the immune system fi ght COVID-19.

COURTESY PHOTO/ADVENTHEALTH HEARTLAND

From left, John and Julie Huber wait while he receives a monoclonal antibody infusion, 
the fi rst given in Highlands County and an experimental treatment that has shown 
great results to prevent the COVID-19 virus from causing a severe infection in patients. 
John Huber got the infusion Dec. 3 and ‘felt the best he had ‘in a long time.’

Nancy Christensen, 
vice president 

ELI LILLY VIA AP

This photo provided by Eli Lilly shows the drug Bamlanivimab. On Monday, Nov. 9, 2020, 
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www.heartlandnb.com  
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Looking for a bank with a positive approach? Bank with Heartland as a 

refreshing alternative. We’re here to find solutions for your business! 
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