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Unpacking confusing vaccine reports
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The 
COVID-19 daily vaccine 
reports can be difficult to 
understand. State govern-
ments rely on the federal 
COVID data, while county 
governments rely on the 
state data and it trickles 
down to the local munici-
palities, which rely on the 
county COVID reports. 
The one problem is the 

numbers seldom agree.
The most glaring 

example is Highlands 
County’s vaccine reports 
that differs from the 
Florida Department 
of Health reports. The 
Highlands County Board 
of County Commission 
has been vaccinating 
by appointment at the 
former JCPenney in 
Lakeshore Mall, called 
a Point of Distribution 
(POD) on Thursdays and 

Saturdays.
According to their 

social media posts, the 
county POD gave 1,499 
vaccines on Feb. 11 and 
the FDOH vaccine report 
from Tuesday shows 1,336 
vaccines given in the 
entire county.

The HCBoCC reported 
1,105 shots on Saturday, 
while the FDOH report is 
showing 1,068. The FDOH 
routinely adjusts the 
vaccine counts to reflect 

the actual shots given 
within days.

It is important to 
understand that not all 
shots in the county are 
given by the BoCC. The 
vaccine is also given by 
hospitals who have the 
ability to vaccinate those 
they deem vulnerable. 
Recently, Winn-Dixie 
in Sebring and the two 
Publix Pharmacies in 
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A woman gets a shot at the Highlands County Board of County 
Commission’s Point of Distribution at Lakeshore Mall.

Highlands 
County breaks 
7,000 COVID 

cases
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Highlands County crossed the 7,000 
threshold for new cases of infections 
from COVID-19 when the reports from 
the Florida Department of Health were 
released on Thursday. The 35 new cases 
for the day pushed the county’s total to 
7,032.

It is worth mentioning that five out 
of the 35 new cases are in the 14 and 
younger range groups and three of those 
five are in the 0-4 age group.

The cases are comprised of 6,965 
residents while the non-residents stayed 
at 67, which was the same as Thursday. 
There have been 189 new cases over the 
past seven days, giving an average daily 
total as 27.

There was one death reported over-
night. There have now been 292 people 
who have died from COVID-19.

Testing was down considerably again. 
There were 306 tests processed with 
271 negative results. The testing and 
new cases produced a positivity rate of 
11.44%. That is way above the 5.95% from 
the previous day.

There have been 554 hospitalizations, 
two more than Wednesday, according to 
FDOH. At 2:47 p.m. Thursday, the Agency 
for Health Care Administration showed 
41 people hospitalized due to COVID-19 
versus 32 from Wednesday. FDOH only 
shows two additional hospitalizations, 
but AHCA reported nine additional 
hospitalizations. The discrepancy could 
be a lag in the reporting or reporting 
deadlines.

The daily median age fell to 42 years 
old. The median age is still 52 years old. 
There have been 649 cases of infection 
from long-term care facilities. Correction 
cases remain at 116.

Vaccinations

The winter storms that have blanketed 
much of the nation has caused a delay in 
the shipment and delivery of vaccine sup-
ply to Highlands County. Because of this, 
the Saturday Point of Distribution (POD) 
event has been canceled. County staff is 
rescheduling all Saturday appointments 
for next week.

News Service of Florida reported 
Thursday afternoon that Publix Super 
Markets is also not scheduling appoint-
ments for first dose COVID-19 vaccina-
tions because of a delivery delay of more 
than 200,000 doses. Publix did not say in 
a news release when it would reopen its 
online appointment portal.

Customers with already-scheduled 

Priming pumps

Gas prices have risen 20 cents in two months

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — If you noticed this 
month that gas prices have crept 
higher now that more people have 
started returning to the road, you 
already have part of the reason why.

Mark Jenkins, spokesperson for 
AAA — The Auto Club — said there 
are a “slew of things pressuring 
prices,” but a lot of the recent 
increases in Florida has come from 
vaccinations.

“A lot of that has been driven by 
optimism in the fuel market that vac-
cines will help the economy recover,” 
Jenkins said Thursday.

During the start of the pandemic, 
oil prices plummeted when a normal 
to slightly-high supply met a severe 
drop in demand amid lockdowns 
and reduced activity from spikes 
in infections. There was also a 
price war 10 months ago when 
the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) asked 
Russia to cut production of crude oil 
by 1.5 million barrels a day to adjust 
to the demand.

When Russia said no, Saudi Arabia 
increased production to start a price 
war with Russia. Eventually, everyone 
adjusted production after crude oil 
prices sold for less than $0 per barrel 
in April, eventually getting as low 
as minus-$40 per barrel, according 
to the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration at www.eia.gov.

Jenkins said Saudi Arabia and 
OPEC cut production by 1 million 

barrels per day to reduce oversupply 
and adjust for the pandemic.

Throughout December, Jenkins 
said, the average price of gas in 
Florida hovered at $2.20 per gallon 
in December, then came up 10 cents 
in January and another 10 cents in 
February. The demand has increased, 
but not to the level it was a year ago.

Another issue is Winter Storm Uri. 
As of Tuesday, it had covered 73.2% 
of the Lower 48, according to the 
National Operational Hydrologic 
Remote Sensing Center (NOHRSC). 
Jenkins said Texas, Louisiana and 
Mississippi refineries not prepared 
for freezing weather have been 
without power or on reduced power 
as a result. At this time of year, they 
are usually doing maintenance but 
would be working on summer blends 
in anticipation of warm-weather 

COURTESY GRAPHIC/AAA — THE AUTO CLUB

Florida’s per-gallon price average, as of Thursday, was below the national average of $2.575 and above the Highlands County average of 
$2.533. Florida’s highest price was in Palm Beach County at $2.649, with the lowest in the Panhandle: Jackson County at $2.398 per gallon.

COURTESY GRAPHIC/AAA — THE AUTO CLUB

California has the highest per-gallon gas prices at $3.502 and Mississippi the lowest at $2.205. 
Florida sits between them at $2.539, just below the national average of $2.575.

VACCINE | 9A

UPDATE | 9A

Highlands County, with per-gallon gas 
prices at $2.533, is within one penny of all 
other Heartland counties, except Charlotte, 
at $2.501 per gallon, and Okeechobee, at 
$2.570.GAS | 9A

800.360.9875
seminolebrightoncasino.com

GOOD.
CLEAN. FUN.

Must be 21 years old to play slots and table games. Must be a Seminole Wild Card Member to 
participate in casino promotions. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.  
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