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County’s 
COVID data 

grim
74 new cases 

added
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING—Highlands 
County did not have a good 
day when the Florida Health 
Department’s COVID-19 
daily report was issued on 
Wednesday. All the data points 
that reflect how good or bad 
the county is doing were up, 
and not in a good way. New 
cases were up, the positivity 
rate was way up and deaths 
were up.

According to the FDOH 
report, Highlands County had 
74 new cases of coronavirus, 
nearly triple the new cases 
from Tuesday’s 25 cases. The 
new cases brings the overall 
cases to 5,253 infections. The 
breakdown is 5,199 residents 
and 54 residents, which is one 
more non-resident infected 
from Tuesday.

There were two additional 
deaths reported since Tuesday. 
The new deaths brought the 
county’s total to 210 lives lost.

The positivity rose sharply 
to 17.35% from 14.12% on 
Tuesday. There were 415 tests 
processed with 343 negative 
results. Testing was up signifi-
cantly over Tuesday’s170 tests.

The FDOH report shows 309 
cases over the past seven days, 
for a 44.14 new cases per day 
on average. The past 14 days 
shows 527 cases, which is an 
average of 37.64 new cases per 
day.

According to the Highlands 
County Board of County 
Commission, 270 vaccines 
were administered at the 
Lakeshore Mall Point of 
Distribution (POD). The FDOH 
reports 234 vaccines given on 
Jan. 5. The same report shows 
1,045 people have received the 
first dose of the vaccine in the 
county and one person who 
has had both shots for a full 
dose.

The daily median age is 63, 
the highest it has been since 
Dec. 23 (the last available date 
on the report). The overall 
median age is 51. The highest 
rate of death is from those 
75-84 years old. The same age 
range shows 80 deaths.

Highlands has seen 447 
hospitalizations with 69 
hospitalizations on Wednesday 
per the Agency for Health 
Care Administration. AHCA 
also reported the county’s ICU 
bed census as 24 with six beds 
available.

The long-term care facilities 
have seen 505 cases, or 10% 

First day:  
270 

vaccinations
All vaccinated 

will need second 
dose in 28 days

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Of those resi-
dents 65 and older who lined 
up to get the COVID-19 vaccine 
on Tuesday, 270 got a shot.

Estimates from county staff 
of the numbers scheduled for 
this afternoon and Saturday are 
300 each day. Only those who 
received an email or phone 
call on Monday to confirm an 
appointment would need to 
be at the point of distribution 
today and Saturday, empha-
sized Highlands County Public 
Information Officer Gloria 
Rybinski.

All those who get the vaccine 
this week will need to return in 
28 days to get a second dose.

Highlands County 
Emergency Manager LaTosha 
Reiss said Tuesday that ev-
eryone who’s had the vaccine 
already would automatically 
go on a list to receive a 
second dose, as required to 
create immunity, and would be 
scheduled in the future.

In the meantime, she said, 
anyone who receives a dose 
should receive a vaccination 
card, which will state the lot 
number of the vaccine they 
received and where and when 
they received it.

“You have to have that record 
on you at all times,” Reiss said.

Anyone who has not yet 
had the vaccine and did not 
get a call or email to schedule 
an appointment, but they did 
register on Monday, county 
officials urge them to hold onto 
their registration number and 
to monitor local news and the 
county’s website and social 
media for more information on 
the vaccination procedures.

Right now the county is in 
the process of revamping the 
registration and appointment 
procedure to make it easier for 

Sebring CRA set for big impact
Acquiring, renovating and utilizing properties

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — After the Sebring Community 
Redevelopment Agency Board approved a loan 
on Dec. 23 to borrow $1.5 million for property 

acquisition and renovation, 
Board Chair David Leidel said 
the CRA will make a big impact 
in the CRA district.

He offered more details on 
that impact for 2021 at Tuesday’s 
City Council meeting.

He said the CRA plans to 
return to the City Council 
for approval of an additional 
$5 million loan once its master 

plan is updated.
The CRA staff is working with the city’s 

purchasing agent to develop three RFPs 
(request for proposals) now, Leidel said. “We 
have plans for the Nan-Ces-O-Wee property 
RFP to be on our agenda at next week’s board 
meeting.”

The RFPs for the two buildings on the Circle 
should be ready to go out for solicitation no 
later than Feb. 14, he said. The CRA purchased 
the buildings last year at 209 Circle Park Drive 
and 301 Circle Park Drive.

“Next week we will have members from 
S&ME [design firm] in town to meet with City 
Council members and CRA Board members as 
part of the master plan kickoff,” he said. The 
expectation is that it will take S&ME about 
six months to make the updates to the CRA’s 
master plan.

Some of the items hoped for in the new plan 
include: a rent subsidy for new businesses in 
the district, an extension of time for the CRA 
to exist, and the ability to offer competitive 
incentives to attract new businesses to the 
CRA district, Leidel said.

At the CRA meeting on Monday the board 
will approve the contract with Kimley Horn 
(planning firm) to begin the design phase of 

the waterfront project, he said.
“This is perhaps one of the most exciting en-

deavors that we will embark on this year since 
this project has been part of the CRA’s plan 
for over 30 years,” Leidel said. This project 
will start with meetings moderated by Kimley 
Horn with council members, stake holders 
and public input to determine the best use of 
the waterfront for the district.

Once the plan has been designed it will be 
brought to council for approval with the hope 
to begin construction around this time next 
year, he said.

“While everyone has high expectations 
for 2021, I can tell you that the CRA is in the 
process of making a big impact in our district 
this year,” Leidel said. “Updating the master 
plan, beginning the waterfront design, filling 
downtown vacancies and starting construction 
on the old are just the beginning of what we 
plan to take place in downtown Sebring.”

After the council meeting, Leidel said 
if the CRA borrows $5 million it would be 
used primarily for property acquisition and 
renovation.
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The Sebring CRA recently borrowed $1.5 million and 
plans to borrow an additional $5 million for property 
acquisition and renovation.
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Sebring CRA Board Chair David Leidel said Tuesday that with the waterfront plan design phase starting soon, 
hopefully by this time next year work can start on the project. The City of Sebring owns many properties along 
Lake Jackson in the area of the Allen C. Altvater Cultural Arts Center.
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The Jack Stroup Civic Center at the Allen C. Altvater Cultural Arts Center in Sebring. The design phase of the 
Community Redevelopment Agency’s waterfront project will begin soon.

Trump supporters storm US 
Capitol, lawmakers evacuated

By LISA MASCARO, ERIC TUCKER and MARY 
CLARE JALONICK 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — Violent 
protesters loyal to President Donald 
Trump stormed the U.S. Capitol on 
Wednesday and forced lawmakers 
into hiding, in a stunning attempt to 
overturn America’s presidential elec-
tion, undercut the nation’s democracy 
and keep Democrat Joe Biden from 
replacing Trump in the White House.

One woman was confirmed to have 
been shot and killed. The National 
Guard and state and federal police 

were called in for control, and rare 
evening curfews were declared in 
Washington and nearby Virginia 
suburbs.

The protesters were egged on 
for weeks by Trump, who since the 
November presidential election had 
launched a barrage of false attacks on 
the integrity of the results. While ral-
lying his supporters outside the White 
House Wednesday morning, he urged 
them to march to the Capitol. But 
later — hours after they fought police 
and breached the building — he told 
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An unidentified resident, 65 years 
or older, gets the first of two doses 
of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 
at Tuesday’s round of vaccinations 
at Lakeshore Mall. Another round 
will take place today and then on 
Saturday for those with confirmed 
appointments.
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People shelter in the House gallery as protesters try to break into the House Chamber at the U.S. 
Capitol on Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021, in Washington.STORM | 8A


