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Mom, employees rescue fire victim
By KIM LEATHERMAN

STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — They say a 
mother’s physical strength is an 
amazing thing when she sees a 
child in danger. While Ramona 
Smith may not have lifted a Buick 
to save her son on Tuesday after-
noon, she did pick up her son, 
Jerome Smith, 21, and get him to 
safety to save him from a fire.

Jerome Smith was working at the 
family’s Golf Cart Repair business 
at 506 Main Ave. According to 

his sister, Ashley Smith, who was 
working in the office, Jerome was 
wiring an amphibious 6-wheel 
ATV. After wiring the vehicle, there 
was an explosion that immediately 
threw Jerome about 6 feet into the 
air across the bay, Ashley said.

“He was unconscious for about 
40 seconds,” Ashley said.

Ashley called 911 while her 
quick-thinking fiance, Andrew 
Lewis, and mechanic Cooper 
Menut and brother James Smith 
put the flames out with fire 
extinguishers. Business owner and 

matriarch lifted her son and put his 
arm around her and walked Jerome 
out of the bay and onto a nearby 
golf cart in the parking lot.

When Ashley Smith spoke to 
the Highlands News-Sun, at about 
1:30 p.m., she said her brother was 
sedated and burned. He has been 
admitted to AdventHealth Lake 
Placid.

“Then the ambulance and 
fire departments showed up,” 
Ashley said. “It only took them 2-3 
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Firefighters and Lake Placid police officers at the scene of an 
explosion on Tuesday where a young man was injured.

Reflection 

Park 

dedication 

Jan. 23
By KIM LEATHERMAN

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Almost one year ago, a 
shooting at the SunTrust Bank known 
as the Midtown branch took the lives 
of five women in a senseless trage-
dy on Jan. 23. Countless lives were 
touched by the deaths of bank employ-
ees Debra Cook, Marisol Lopez, Jessica 
Montague, and Ana Pinon-William and 
customer Cynthia Watson.

The Reflection Park will be dedicated 
to the five women, their families and 
community at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 23 at the former branch location, 
1901 U.S. 27. The public is invited 
to honor the women as Mayor John 
Shoop will be the master of ceremony. 
Overflow parking is available at the 
Residence Inn by Marriott Sebring 
parking lot.

After the shooting, the branch 
never reopened. The empty bank 
became a makeshift shrine. SunTrust 
razed the building and promised a 

At the Summit

Barrett, Sebring are 2020 honorees
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Avon Park High 
School social studies teacher Cynthia 
Barrett is Highlands’ Teacher of the 
Year and Cracker Trail Elementary 
School paraprofessional Kristine 
Sebring is the county’s School Related 
Employee of the Year.

The two honorees were announced 
at the annual Summit Awards recep-
tion and awards ceremony, which was 
held Monday evening at Lake Placid 
High School. The event, which also 
features the school-level honorees, 
was presented by the Highlands 
County Education Foundation, Inc.

Foundation President Paul McGehee 
said, “Tonight we pay tribute to the 
outstanding teachers and support 
employees in the Highlands County 
School District.

“The 36 individuals that we rec-
ognize tonight represent over 1,600 
teachers and support personnel who 
absolutely dedicate themselves every-
day in educating Highlands County’s 
12,000 children.”

Last year’s Teacher of the Year, Dawn 

Henderson, said it was an honor and a 
blessing to serve as Teacher of the Year.

“There is no way of knowing just 
how far your impact will reach as 
you invest daily in the lives of your 

students,” she said. “I urge you all to 
show up each day, and even when 
you are not feeling like ‘Teacher of the 
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A standing ovation for last year’s Teacher of the Year, Dawn Henderson, following her speech at Monday evening’s Summit Awards at Lake 
Placid High School.
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Highlands County’s Teacher of Year Avon Park High’s Cynthia Barrett, Superintendent Brenda 
Longshore and School Related Employee of the Year Kristine Sebring.

AP Council to make its picks for city manager
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The short list of five 
candidates for Avon Park city manager 
will likely grow a bit with the council 
members weighing in with their top two 
for the position.

Mayor Garrett Anderson said between 
now and the next regular City Council 
meeting, each council member can 
submit up to two names of applicants 
to add to the list of five provided the 
citizens selection committee.

The council members will submit 
their selections to the interim city 

manager by the Tuesday 
(Jan. 21) before the next 
council meeting, he said. 
Those selected will be 
contacted to make sure 
they are still looking for a 
job.

At the next regular 
council meeting (Jan. 27), 
council will vote on the 
names that will be consid-

ered at a special council meeting, he 
said. Those finalists will be asked to 
attend the meeting.

There were 36 applicants, with 
some of those probably not qualified, 

Anderson said. There is definitely a 
good handful of candidates in there 
that council will try to sort out and 
vote on who they will ask for inter-
views, which will probably be a total 
of five to 10 candidates.

“The idea would be to select the 
person at that special meeting,” 
Anderson said.

The five city manager applicants 
who were picked by the citizen selec-
tion committee are:

• Lyndon L. Bonner, who was the 
county administrator in Marianna 
through March 2018.

• Michael Brillhart, who is a 

consultant for Royal Palm Beach and 
previously was the county administra-
tor in Camden, North Carolina.

• Timothy Day, who was last 
employment as town manager of 
Melbourne Beach through August 
2017.

• Phyllis Grover, who is the director 
of planning and community develop-
ment in Aberdeen, Maryland.

• Jeffrey Orris, who is the executive 
director of the Margate Community 
Redevelopment Agency.

The next City Council meeting will 
be at 6 p.m. Jan. 27 in the Council 
Chambers, 123 E. Pine St.
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This aerial photo shows Reflection Park at 1901 
U.S. 27, the former SunTrust Midtown Branch.
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BLACKMAN STAGE SERIES IS SPONSORED BY

DENTAL CARE OF MID FLORIDA AND MCPHAIL’S AUTO SALES

TICKETS START AT 

$10 YOUTH / $20 ADULT

356 W CENTER AVE SEBRING

863-260-7358 • HIGHLANDSLAKESIDETHEATRE.ORG

Writt en by Tennessee Williams
Directed by Laura Wade

Adult themes. May be inappropriate 
for children under 13 years old.
Produced by special arrangement 
with Samuel French, Inc.

1/17-1/22
OPENING 
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