
HIGHLANDS NEWS-SUN
VOL. 101 | NO. 164 | $1.00      YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1919        An Edition Of The Sun

Friday, June 12, 2020

Obituaries ........................ A4
Sports ............................ B1
TV Listings ....................... A9

Classifieds ......................B2-5
Comics .........................B5-8
Lottery ........................... A2

Viewpoints ....................... A6
Weather .........................A10

Good morning To
J. Washburn

Thanks for reading! newssun.com
facebook.com/
newssun

twitter.com/
TheNewsSun

Federal 
money to 

start to 
flow to 

counties
By DARA KIM

NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE — More 
than two months after Florida 
received the money, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis announced 
Wednesday that the state will 
start to release nearly $1.3 bil-
lion in federal funds to cash-
strapped counties struggling 
amid a recession caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The U.S. Department of the 
Treasury in March dispersed 
$2.47 billion directly to 12 
Florida counties with popu-
lations greater than 500,000 
— Brevard, Broward, Duval, 
Hillsborough, Lee, Miami-
Dade, Palm Beach, Pasco, 
Pinellas, Polk, Orange and 
Volusia — as part of a stimulus 
law known as the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security, or CARES, Act.

But the state also received 
$1.275 million for other local 
governments, and county and 
city officials for weeks have 
urged DeSantis to release the 
money. The local officials want 
to use the funds to jumpstart 
flagging economies socked by 
massive shutdowns aimed at 
preventing the spread of the 
virus.

Under the “phased ap-
proach” announced by the 
governor Wednesday, the 
Florida Division of Emergency 
Management will provide “an 
initial disbursement” of 25% 
of each county’s allocation. 
Counties also will be respon-
sible for steering money to 
cities.

“I’m proud that today, we are 
able to provide funding back 
to these counties, so that they 
can really begin their recovery 
from this virus. We thank 
President Trump and our 
federal partners for providing 
this relief to Florida,” DeSantis, 
a close ally of Trump, said in a 
statement.

Counties recently amped 
up pressure on DeSantis to 
distribute the money, but 
administration officials had 
been concerned about ensur-
ing local officials would use 
it properly, worrying that the 
state would be on the hook if 
counties or cities misspent the 
stimulus funds.

“The rural areas of Florida 
have been waiting for over two 
months to begin addressing 
the economic needs faced 
by their local businesses. We 
are pleased that the funding 
is being released,” lobbyist 

New parent 
survey as 

district 
preps for 

August start
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Student ath-
letes can begin conditioning 
sessions, with no scrimmaging, 

on Monday with 
their coaches and 
with new safety 
measures in 
place.

In her week-
ly update, 
Superintendent 
Brenda Longshore 
said, “We are very 
optimistic about 

beginning school in the fall 
and we believe a traditional 
return with students in seats 
and teachers teaching face-to-
face is in the best interest of 
our students.”

The top priority is to re-
open safely with parents and 
families comfortable about the 
children returning to school, 
she said.

Concerning safety, 
Longshore said the district is 
sending another very import-
ant survey this week through 
the Family Access email asking 
families to take a few moments 
to provide valuable feedback to 
help the district’s planning for 
a safe and smooth reopening 
in August.

Longshore provided an up-
date on the district’s enhanced 
cleaning measures.

“To ensure a safe and clean 
environment for students and 
staff, we are increasing our 
daily cleaning routine to in-
clude the regular deep cleaning 
of classrooms and common 
areas,” she said. “Sanitizing fre-
quently touched areas such as 
doorknobs, restroom fixtures, 
desktops and keyboards.”

Additional cleaning materials 
will be provided in every class-
room for use during the day, 
Longshore noted. Custodian 
schedules will be adjusted to 
make sure they have the time 
needed to complete daily deep 
cleanings.

Coaches and student 
athletes are eager to get back 
into action and recent direc-
tives from the state have now 
made that possible, she said. 
Athletic conditioning will begin 
Monday.

Athletes will need to have a 
current physical on file to par-
ticipate and will be contacted 
by their coach for information 
on schedules and locations.

“To ensure that we return 
to practice safely however, 
we have put into place 

Qualifying ends today at noon
Important dates for voting 

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – Qualifying week for the Aug. 18 
primary election comes to an end at noon 
today. Candidates that have prefiled have until 
noon to bring in their signed petitions or pay 
the qualifying fees to get on the ballot.

The candidates who have prefiled or are 
qualified are listed on the Highlands County 
Supervisor of Elections website at votehigh-
lands.com. Supervisor of Elections Penny Ogg 
said they are constantly updating the website 
as each candidate qualifies.

As of noon Thursday, Don Elwell and Jerome 
Kaszubowski had qualified for the Clerk of 
Courts seat, W. Kyle Green was still listed 
as prefiled; Carmelo E. Garcia and Kevin J. 
Roberts had qualified for County Commission 
District 1; Kathleen G. Rapp and Joedene 
Elizabeth Thayer had qualified for County 
Commission District 2, Shird Smith Moore II 
was listed as prefiled; Jeff Carlson and Scott 
A. Kirouac had both qualified for County 
Commission District 3, and Bobbi Smith-
Powell had prefiled; Christopher Campbell, 
R. Greg Harris (incumbent) and Vicki Pontius 
had all qualified for County Commission 
District 5; and Joe Branson, Raymond Brooks 
and Mark Camp had qualified for the Sun ‘N 
Lake of Sebring Board of Supervisors;

Numerous other incumbents had also 
qualified, but were listed as unopposed.

Voting registration closes 29 days before the 
election on July 20. As of July 
11, there are 62,836 regis-
tered voters in Highlands 
County. Of those voters, 
Democrats make up 18,373 
of the total; Republicans 
comprise 29,356 and others 
are 15,107.

In light of the coronavirus, 
many individuals will be 
casting their votes by mail.

“There has been an uptick 
in voting-by-mail requests 
this year,” Ogg said. “We 
expect 12,000 ballots to go 
out in the first shipment. 
Last year we had 9,500 in the 
first shipment.”

The first shipment will will 
go out about 40 days prior 
to the election on July 9. 
Ogg said the ballots have to 
be in by 7 p.m. on election 

night. She recommended those voting by mail 
should mail them back a week before in order 
to get it back in time. Mail-in ballots can be 
requested by phone at 863-402-6655 or by 
email at soe@votehighlands.com.

Ballots by mail are not forwarded.
“We need to have your current address,” Ogg 

said. “It will come back to us. Even if you are 
gone temporarily away, we need the address 
where you will be. If the address on file is not 
correct, register through email or fax.”

The fax number is 863-402-6657 or by the 
email above.

Early voting will be from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Aug. 8-15. The locations are:

- Lake Placid Government Center at 1069 
U.S. 27 N.

- Avon Park City Council at 123 Pine Street
- the Election Operation Center at 4500 

Kenilworth Blvd. in Sebring.
The SOE office has drop-off boxes at each 

location and is constructing a drive-by box at 
580 S. Commerce Ave. in Sebring. Ogg said the 
election workers will be provided masks and 
gloves as well as sanitation products. Social 
distancing will be practiced and the polling 
booths will be spaced out as far as possible.

“We want people to come in and vote as 
quickly as possible,” Ogg said.

The idea is to not have people waiting to 
vote and forming lines. Ogg said pens will 
be available but individuals can bring their 
own if they prefer. Pens must be blue or black 
ballpoint.

MARC VALERO/STAFF

Early voting will start Aug. 6 for the Aug. 18 Primary Election.

MARC VALERO/STAFF

The candidate qualifying period ends at noon today for the Aug. 18 Primary 
Election.

Florida’s largest daily new virus cases reported
U.S. virus cases pass the 2 million mark 

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Florida added 1,698 
new COVID-19 cases, the largest daily 
increase over the course of the pan-
demic, as the case total nears 70,000.

Statewide, there have been 69,069 
cases with 11,571 hospitalizations and 
2,848 deaths.

Highlands County had seven new 
cases on Thursday for a total of 160, 
with the number of deaths remaining 

at 9, according to data from the 
Florida Department of Health. So 
far, 43 people have been hospital-
ized. According to officials, there 
are currently 16 people in hospitals 
who are currently being treated for 
coronavirus.

By zip code, the municipality case 
count in Highlands is: 77 in Sebring, 
51 in Avon Park, 26 in Lake Placid and 
4 in Venus.

In Highlands County, 5,390 have 
been tested with 3.0% positive.

There are two testing events sched-
uled net week. Testing is free; no 
insurance is required.

The first testing event will be from 
5-7 p.m. Tuesday, June 16 at the 
Florida Department of Health, 7205 S. 
George Blvd. in Sebring. Call 863-386-
6040 for more details

The second event will be at 
Samaritan’s Touch, 3015 Herring Ave. 
in Sebring, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, June 20. Call 800-641-0133 
for more details.

Both Okeechobee and DeSoto coun-
ties had six new cases in Thursday’s 
update for a total of 154 and 304 
cases, respectively.

Hendry added 12 new cases for a 
total of 590.

The Immokalee zip code of 34142 
has one of the highest COVID-19 cases 
with 996, accounting for a large per-
centage of the count in Collier County, 
which has 2,291 cases.
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