
 New award in memory of 
event’s late founder

By STEVE STEINER
ssteiner@clermontnewsleader.com

After a year’s hiatus brought about by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Pig on the Pond 
Community Festival — presented by Advent 
Health and the City of Clermont — returns 
to Waterfront Park Oct. 15-17. 

Voted one of the most popular in central 
Florida, the three-day festival will be featuring 
a carnival, barbecue, live music, Kids Zone, 
racing pigs, games, fireworks and more. 

Paul Rountree, president of Project 
Scholars, the nonprofit event host, said that 
this year’s festival will include several new 
crowd-pleasing additions. 

“We wanted to ensure that it was packed 
with fun, because we think the community is 
ready to celebrate,” Rountree said. 

HUMBLE BEGINNING

Who would have imagined a one-day BBQ 
competition would grow and become known 
as Pig on the Pond — one of central Florida’s premier events?

It was started by Cheryl Fishel as a way to raise scholarship money 
to enable a student in need to attend college. 

Eventually, it evolved into Pig on the Pond because the BBQ com-
petition was held at Lake Minneola. 

For many years it was a sanctioned event, according to Doris Blood-
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How ‘soo-wee’-t it is!
Pig on the Pond is back!

COURTESY PHOTO/PROJECT SCHOLARS

It is said that attendees at Pig on the Pond go “hog wild” during one of the most popular 

events, pig races. Little wonder, considering many fairgoers have been “bacon” in the sun.

worth, who is handling public information for the organization. How-
ever, the competition was overshadowing the purpose of the event, the 
scholarship itself, and discontinued.

“We’re bringing it back this year, but it will be a People’s Choice com-
petition,” said Bloodsworth.

The fun is
about to begin

Well, this is it, Pig 
fans. The largest festival 
for South Lake residents is 
happening this weekend.

It’s the one we have all 
been waiting for after be-
ing cooped up in the pan-
demic barn for a year and 
a half.

When you are done be-
ing wowed by my column 
in this space, point your 
eyes to the story to the left 
to learn more about the 
festival.

Also, inside today’s pa-
per you will find a handy 
booklet detailing where to 
park, what to expect and 
more.

When you pick up the 
special section you will 
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