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SFSC Foundation receives 2 dorm build proposals
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK —The 
South Florida State 
College Foundation 
received two proposals to 
construct a dormitory on 
the Highlands Campus in 
Avon Park

Marmer Construction, 
Inc. and Short Pants 
Development, LLC, both 
of Sebring, submitted the 
proposals.

“The SFSC Foundation 

is excited to receive 
proposals to construct 
dormitory facilities on the 
Highlands Campus,” said 
Jamie Bateman, executive 
director of institutional 
advancement at South 
Florida State College.

“The two proposals 
will be opened publicly 
at a Ranking Committee 
Meeting on Tuesday, July 
13. The committee mem-
bers will then proceed to 
review the proposals and 
evaluate each one based 

on the stated criteria. A 
recommendation will 
then be made to the 
Foundation Board on July 
20 for final approval.”

The proposed location 
for the construction of a 
residency/dormitory for 
students is on College 
Drive just east of the 
Criminal Justice Academy 
building. Student capac-
ity could range from 90 
to 110.

The college/Foundation 
earlier received two 

unsolicited proposals, 
from both Marmer 
Construction and Short 
Pants Development, to 
build new dorm facilities, 
but they had to resubmit 
for this request.

The Foundation did 
not prepare a request for 
proposal, but prepared 
an informational docu-
ment indicating it had 
previously received two 
unsolicited proposals and 
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A committee will rank two proposals, the SFSC Foundation 
received, to build a dormitory just east of the Criminal Justice 
Academy building on the Highlands Campus in Avon Park.

Dog freed from 
unwanted 
headgear

Humane Society 
requesting better 

tether laws
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A dog that had wandered 
Sylvan Shores for a week with his head 
caught in a plastic jug, unable to eat and 
barely able to drink or breathe, now has a 
bed at the Humane Society of Highlands 
County.

Meanwhile, in an unrelated matter, 
Humane Society President Judy Spiegel 
has begun talks with county officials to 
look into tougher local tethering laws, 
particularly for dog owners.

Those talks are expected to take a 
while. Fortunately, said Lt. Clay Kinslow 
of Highlands County Animal Services, the 
tan year-old male cur his officers rescued 
Tuesday didn’t have to have a bottle stuck 
on his head any longer. It had already 
been a week.

Kinslow said he’d seen social media 
posts last Thursday or Friday about a 
dog wandering Sylvan Shores in Lake 
Placid, on the east side of Lake Clay, with 
some kind of plastic container stuck on 
its head. No one seemed to be able to 
approach the dog and render aid.

“I was losing some sleep on that. He 
wasn’t able to eat,” Kinslow said. “[He] got 
water, somehow. He wouldn’t have lasted 
without water.”

Tuesday morning, he had four trucks 
in the area, looking for the dog, and they 
found him running down a road. They 
had to tranquilize the dog to get the jug 
off his head.

It turned out to be the food storage 
compartment of a gravity-fed cat feeder. 
The top was open and the dog apparently 
stuck his head in to get at the food. They 
took him to the Humane Society immedi-
ately for shelter and veterinary care.
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A tan year-old cur rests at the Humane Society 
of Highlands County after an almost week-long 
ordeal of having the plastic canister from a 
gravity-fed cat feeder stuck on his head. For 
days, through thunderstorms and loud weekend 
fireworks, he wandered Sylvan Shores scared, 
thirsty, hungry and unable to see where he was 
going.

The cost of clean up

Council approves demolitions, discusses neighborhood blight

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The demolition of five 
condemned houses in the Highlands 
Homes subdivision was approved by 
the Sebring City Council as it dis-
cussed ways to recoup the demo costs 
and what to do with the properties.

Commenting on neighborhood 
blight, Police Chief Karl Hoglund 
suggested rental inspections and 
Councilman Mark Stewart suggested a 
workshop on the issue.

The five properties that have been 
condemned for demolition are off 
Roseland Avenue at: 4703 Fourth 
Street, 4707 First Street, 4711 Third 
Street, 1704 Wolf Drive and 2013 
Orange Blossom Ave.

The house at 4703 Fourth Street 
sustained major damage in a fire on 
March 18, 2021 and the owner is not 
willing to have the dwelling demol-
ished and the property cleaned up, 
according to the council agenda item 
prepared by City Building and Zoning 
Code Official Lee Tolar. The low quote 
for the demolition is $7,500.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, 
Councilman Charlie Lowrance started 
the discussion by asking Tolar about 
the houses slated for demolition.

“So we have a lot of properties we 
are going to tear down houses on at a 
pretty big cost to the City,” he said. “I 
am not questioning the fact that they 
need it or not, my first question is are 
we going to be able to recover any of 
this money? Are we going to put liens 
on the property and then owning the 
property and then it would going to 
sell it to people how are interested or 
give it to people who are going to build 
there? Is there any future intent with 
it.”

Tolar said the City will file a special 
assessment lien on each demolition. 
Depending on whether or not the City 
chooses to foreclose on the property, if 
they did that, there are no mortgages 
on either of the properties. “We could 
put it out to Habitat for Humanity or 
whoever and they could build a house 
on it.”

Lowrance asked if there are a lot 
more of these properties out there?

“Well, four of these caught fire,” 
Tolar replied, adding that is the reason 
they have been condemned and the 
other one is in really bad shape.

Lowrance said it seems the owner 

should be responsible in someway.
Tolar said the owners have been 

given opportunities to make it right, 
but they fail to do that.

Stewart said this is an ongoing 
process for many years. “If you don’t 
destroy those houses, they are dan-
gerous and it’s a life and safety issue, 
number one.

“The City has no choice and they 
should foreclose on them,” he said.

Councilman Tom Dettman agreed.
Lowrance said, “I think it is a good 

move rather than have them deterio-
rate further and [create] neighborhood 
blight. I just wish there was some way 
we could try to get some of this money 
back and maybe if we do, foreclose on 
them and advertise them.”

Dettman said it appears that the cost 
to demolish is close to the value of the 
properties so it will be close to a wash 
or maybe come out a little bit in the 
City’s favor.
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This duplex, at 4711 Third Street, is one of five residential structures in the Highlands Homes subdivision the Sebring City Council recently 
approved for demolition at the City’s cost.
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The Sebring City Council approved Tuesday the demolition of five houses, including four that 
were damaged by fire, in the Highlands Homes area including this house at 4703 Fourth 
Street.
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The Sebring City Council recently approved to have the condemned house at 1704 Wolf Drive, 
in the Highlands Homes subdivision, demolished.
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