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LP Middle has 65 students quarantined
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Sixty-five students 
have been quarantined at Lake Placid 
Middle School after one student test-
ed positive for COVID-19, according 
to Deputy Superintendent Andrew 
Lethbridge.

Based on contact tracing, it was 
determined which students had to go on 
quarantine.

Due to heat advisories, there were 
larger numbers of students in the gym 
during physical education classes, which 

accounted for the majority of these quar-
antine numbers, Lethbridge explained.

All families have been notified of the 
possible exposure and the preventative 
quarantine steps have been taken, he 
said.

Earlier this week two players had tested 
positive on the Avon Park High School 
volleyball team, prompting the quaran-
tine of the entire team – 15 players, and 
one coach.

Also earlier this week, Lethbridge said 
there was one positive student at Sebirng 
High and one positive employee at the 
Kindergarten Learning Center.

Students are quarantined 14 days since 
the last day they were exposed to the 
positive case, Lethbridge explained.

Near the end of August the district had 
positive cases in students or teachers at 
the following schools: Avon Elementary, 
Avon Park High, Hill-Gustat Middle, the 
Kindergarten Learning Center, Sebring 
Middle and Sun ‘N Lake Elementary.

At that time, Lethbridge advised if 
anyone has had their child tested and is 
awaiting the results, the child should not 
be sent to school.

Highlands adds two cases; Florida adds 211 deaths
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County had 
gained just two new cases of COVID-19, 
based on Thursday’s update from the 
Florida Department of Health, for a 
total of 1,947, with deaths holding at 69.

Of local cases, 21 were hospitalized.
The states of Alaska, Vermont and 

Wyoming, with 39, 58, and 42 deaths, 
respectively, have had fewer deaths 
than Highlands County.

Highlands is still ranked as “spread-
ing” by a county-by-county national 
database and COVID-19 dashboard 
at www.arcgis.com, where Highlands 
County was listed as “epidemic” slightly 
more than a month ago.

Currently, the county has 296 cases 
per 100,000 persons, based on popula-
tion estimates of 105,069 people, and 
189 cases confirmed in the last 14 days.

Florida gained another 2,583 cases 
to hit 654,731 cases statewide on 
Thursday, with another 211 deaths, for 

a total of 12,326 Florida residents now 
dead from the pandemic.

Cases in Florida’s Heartland were as 
follows on Thursday:

- Hendry County added another case 
to now have 2,005 cases with still 41 
deaths.

- DeSoto County still has 1,526 cases 
and 23 deaths.

- Okeechobee County added six cases 
for a total of 1,295, with still 20 deaths.

- Hardee County added five more 
cases for 1,190 cases, with still nine 

deaths.
- Glades County added the most 

overnight, with 22 more cases, but still 
has the lowest local total with 468 cases 
and four deaths.

Calhoun County ended a four-day 
streak of no cases by adding four new 
cases Thursday.

Franklin County ended its two-day 
zero-case streak Thursday by adding 
three new cases.

Nursing homes 
to allow some 

visitors 
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Families who have loved 
ones in long-term care facilities got some 
welcome news Sept. 1. Governor Ron 
DeSantis announced nursing homes 
could receive general visitors once again. 
However, there are some strict rules that 
have to be followed.

Nursing homes were put on lockdown 
in March to outside visitors in order to 
protect the most vulnerable population.

Visitation will only be allowed at 
facilities that have been COVID-19 free 
for two weeks, including residents and 
staff. “If a staff member tests positive for 
COVID-19, the facility must immediately 
cease all indoor and outdoor visitation 
in the event that staff person was in the 
facility in the 10 days prior to the positive 
test,” stated the emergency order.

Currently there are five long-term care 
facilities that have positive residents or 
staff as of Sept. 8 and would not be able 
to accept visitors.

Residents will pick out five people who 
are over 18 years old and only two people 
can visit at a time. Appointments to visit 
are made in advance. These “essential 

Never Forget 9/11, 19 years later
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – Nineteen years ago 
today, 19 {span}Al{/span}{span}-{/
span}{span}Qaida{/span} terrorists 
hijacked planes and flew them into 
the Twin Towers in New York and the 
Pentagon in Virginia. The attack killed 
nearly 3,000 people.

According to the 911 Memorial & 
Museum, 2,753 people were killed 
in New York at “Ground Zero,” 184 
people were killed at the Pentagon, 
and 40 people were killed on Flight 
93. Passengers on Flight 93 found out 
about the attacks and battled hijackers 
for control of the plane. It would crash 
into an empty field in Pennsylvania 
just 20 minutes away from Washington 
D.C. by air.

Once the second tower was hit, there 
was no doubt the first plane was not 
an accident. Americans knew they 
were under attack. The nation was 
gripped in fear as they watched images 
of the towers falling and saw people 
jump to their deaths. Thousands of 
people ran from the Pentagon and 
World Trade Centers as first respond-
ers ran into burning buildings to save 
lives. September 11 was the end of 
watch for many first responders.

Some events through history are 
so heinous or traumatic that you 
remember exactly where you were 
and what you were doing, for example 
Pearl Harbor and the day JFK was 
assassinated. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt would refer to Pearl Harbor 
as “a date which will live in infamy,” 
911 would qualify as well. Americans 
adopted the slogan “Never Forget 911.” 
During the COVID-19 pandemic most 
local memorial ceremonies have been 
canceled.

Readers shared their 911 memo-
ries with the Highlands News-Sun 
via social media. Young or old, they 
remembered exactly where they were 
and what they felt during and after 
the attacks. Many shared the sense of 
unity and patriotism Americans shared 
after the attacks.

Juan Quinones said he was working 
for the City of New York, just three 
blocks from Ground Zero. The building 
he was working in was evacuated and 
closed for a week. Quinones said the 

scene was very chaotic and he wanted 
to get home. With the subway closed, 
buses were overloaded with people 
trying to flee, it took him longer to get 
home than normal.

“I got on the train. While riding the 
train, people started screaming as the 
towers were seen crumbling down and 

people flying out of the buildings to 
their deaths,” Quinones said.

He said it was very sad. He said cell 
phones were not working, which made 
communication difficult.

Sylvia Blackmore didn’t believe what 

JUSTIN LANE/AP POOL FILE PHOTO

In this Sept. 11, 2014, file photo, a woman places flowers in the inscribed names along the 
edge of the North Pool during memorial observances on the 13th anniversary of the Sept. 
11, 2001 terror attacks on the World Trade Center in New York. The coronavirus pandemic has 
reshaped how the U.S. is observing the anniversary of 9/11.

In remembrance of the 
nearly 3,000 people who lost 
their lives on September 11, 
2001, the Highlands News-
Sun will not publish any 
world news today. That will 
resume with the Saturday 
edition. A list of those who 
lost their lives this day 19 
years ago can be found on 
pages A6 and A7.

Today we 

remember
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Maria Casal Hernandez, RN, left, helps Maria 
Castro wash her hands at Little Havana Activities 
and Nutrition Centers of Dade County, Inc., in 
Miami. The new coronavirus is posing a special 
challenge for nursing homes and other facilities 
that provide care for the elderly.

JOSE LUIS MAGANA/AP PHOTO

A worker removes the American flags after the ceremony as a beam of light is seen over the 
Pentagon, as part of the Towers of Light Tribute marking the 19th anniversary of the 9/11 
attack on the Pentagon, Wednesday in Washington.
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Must be 21 years old to play slots and table games. Must be a Seminole Wild Card Member to participate in casino promotions. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please cal 1.888.ADMIT.IT 800.360.9875
seminolebrightoncasino.coma
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