
By KIM LEATHERMAN
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Flames engulfed and 

consumed the maintenance building 
at the 4-H Camp Cloverleaf at 126 
Cloverleaf Road on Wednesday after-
noon. The wind blew embers across a 
service road and into the nearby orange 
groves directly to the south of the camp. 
No injuries were reported.

Cloverleaf Road was shut down to 
traffic while firefighters battled the blaze.

Units from nearby fire stations arrived 
at the scene to flames shooting skyward 
and black smoke billowing from the 
structure. The burning sections of the 
groves gave off a much whiter smoke.

“The wind wasn’t that bad,” Highlands 
County Fire Rescue Chief Marc Bashoor 
said. “But it was enough to push the 
embers into the groves and start a fire.”

Bashoor ruled the fire an accident after 
speaking with a maintenance person.

“He was working on a lawn mower 
engine and the combustion backfired 
starting a fire,” Bashoor explained. “The 
man tried to put the fire out with an 
extinguisher but it ran out. He went to 
get another one but by the time he got 
back, it was too late.”

According to Karen Clogston, 
Highlands County assistant public infor-
mation officer, there was a vehicle inside 
the maintenance building that was 
burned. Concerns over the fuel in the 
vehicle initially raised the danger level.

Bashoor said the maintenance build-
ing had everything one would expect to 
find.

One brush truck’s four-wheel capabili-
ty went out and the truck got stuck in the 
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Black smoke and flames greeted fire crews on 
Wednesday afternoon at the 4-H Camp Cloverleaf

How about the Iran situation?
Local residents watching, waiting

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Local residents, when 
asked about the situation between the 
United States and Iran, said they don’t 
know yet what will happen. Like the rest 
of the nation, they are watching and 
waiting for what happens next, but they 
do have opinions on what they think 
may happen.

Last Thursday, Dec. 2, a U.S. drone 

strike attacked the vehicle of Iranian 
Gen. Qasem Soleimani, who according 
to national news reports had been 
tracked by the Pentagon for years 
because he oversaw a network of 
paramilitaries, militias and terrorist 
groups across the Middle East and other 
regions that furthered Iranian interests 
by undermining those of the United 
States and its allies.

Despite being linked to sophisticated 
roadside bombs that killed hundreds of 

U.S. troops and wounded 
thousands more during 
the peak of fighting in 
Iraq, the Pentagon did 
not attack, seeking other 
means to halt violence 
against U.S. interests.

However, national 
news reports state 
that months of rocket 
attacks on U.S. bases 

in Iraq, including the Dec. 27 death 

of an American contractor, led to the 
fatal U.S. drone strike Thursday on 
Soleimani’s vehicle as it left Baghdad 
International Airport.

It was done without Congressional 
approval or debate, news reports state, 
but officials from the Pentagon and 
President Donald Trump made clear the 
strike was meant to head off an immi-
nent attack on Americans.

Flames devour maintenance building at 4-H Camp Cloverleaf

Parcel at 
Parkway, 

Scenic now 
commercial

Bernie Little can now 
move forward

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County commissioners 
gave final approval Tuesday for a parcel 
at the corner of Sebring Parkway and 
Scenic Highway to go from residential to 
commercial.

The zoning and land-use change 
now makes it possible for Bernie Little 
Distributors Inc. to build a larger facility 
on the backside of the parcel, and move 
out of a facility the company has out-
grown on U.S. 98.

Tuesday’s hearing had residents 
speaking for and against the pro-
posal, as well as a “no” vote from 
Commissioner Arlene Tuck, who went 
with the recommendation originally 
given by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. It was the same vote she 
made in October, during the Board of 
County Commission’s first hearing, 
based on the P&Z Commission’s 5-1 
vote against the project at its September 
meeting.

Planning Supervisor Joedene Thayer 
told the Highlands News-Sun after the 
hearing that the reason P&Z members 
voted it down included concerns about 
the warehouse and semi-truck loading/
unloading center being near to and 
sharing Scenic Highway with residential 

A tree house for the whole family
Lake Placid boy sees 

wish come true

By ALLEN MOODY
HIGHLANDS SUN EDITOR

LAKE PLACID — When Janan 
Campbell had his choice from Make-
A-Wish Southern Florida, there were 
plenty of options available for him to 
choose from. But instead of asking to 
meet a movie star or an athlete, Janan 
settled on asking for a tree house so 
his entire family could spend time in it 
together.

“It really describes the family nature 
of what we do,” said Richard Kelly, 
chief operating officer for Make-A-
Wish Southern Florida. “A lot of wishes 
involve the family whether they’re 
traveling or having a tree house. The 
fact that he wanted this because 
he has such a large family is really 
heart-warming for us.”

His parents, Dawn and Keith 
Campbell, said that exemplifies the 
type of person Janan, 7, is perfectly.

“We adopted Janan from China 
and he was critically ill, obviously 
he’s critically ill, so he came from an 
orphanage where he didn’t have a 
family,” Keith said. “He wanted all of 
the family to be able to sleep in the 
tree house, so it’s pretty special to us 
that he’s grabbed onto us as a family.”

The term “tree house” doesn’t really 
describe what the folks from Lake 

Placid’s GSF Enterprises built for 
Janan, who has cardiac issues.

“We contacted GSF and they had a 
vision for it,” Kelly said. “The family 
had a vision of what they wanted, but 
GSF went above and beyond and it’s a 
palace.”

Janan’s tree house has a zip-line 
area, a climbing rock, a crossing bridge 
and plenty more, ranging from his 
initial on the walkway to flooring on 
the inside of the actual tree house.

“It’s amazing,” Keith said. “It’s more 
than we ever dreamed of. He started 

saying he wanted a zip-line and all this 
stuff, but I couldn’t imagine it would 
be like this.”

Along with the tree house and the 
extras came a fence for the yard, along 
with a porch swing so Janan’s wheel-
chair-bound siblings could also enjoy 
some outside time.

“We’ve never had this fenced in,” 
Dawn said. “It’s been awesome that we 
can really get out.”

Kelly said he wanted to thank the 
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Janan Campbell, with his parents Dawn and Keith Campbell.
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Highlands County commissioners gave final 
approval Tuesday to zoning and lane-use change 
to a parcel on the northeast corner of Sebring 
Parkway and Scenic Highway, at top of photo. 
It changed from residential to commercial to 
accommodate a new facility on the back side 
for Bernie Little Distributors Inc. and future 
commercial on the frontage with the Parkway.
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Janan Campbell’s new “tree house” courtesy of Make-A-Wish Southern Florida.
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A firefighter douses flames and hot 
spots in a maintenance building fire on 
Wednesday afternoon. FIRE | 9A
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