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Have you declared a party?
Time is drawing near to declare a party for primary elections

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — When presidential 
elections roll around, some people 
complain that they don’t have a choice 
of candidates, but they actually do.

With the Presidential Preference 
Primary taking place on March 17 — 
early voting is March 7-14 — and the 
general primary for local and state 

offices on Aug. 18 — early 
voting is Oct. 22-31 — peo-
ple do have a chance to 
choose, if they belong to 
that party.

Supervisor of Elections 
Penny Ogg said citizens 18 
and older have until Feb. 
18 to register to vote in 
the presidential primary 
and until July 20 to vote in 

the local/state one. Those are also the 
deadlines for when they can declare a 
party.

If people favor a candidate from a 
certain party for an office, and that 
person has competition from within the 
party, the only way to choose that per-
son, Ogg said, is to vote in the primary.

They also have to belong to that party, 
Ogg said.

Florida is a closed primary state, 

which means voters have to belong 
to a party if they want to select which 
candidate from that party will go on to 
the general election to run against the 
opposing party’s candidate.

That’s true for the presidential 
election, congressional seats, state 
offices, county officials and municipal 
government, she said.OGG
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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — Passengers en route 
Friday afternoon to West Palm Beach got a 
one-hour layover in Avon Park.

Amtrak America, with help from the 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office, pulled a 
man off the train because he was smoking 
“ganja” on the trip, said the Sheriff’s 
Office’s Assistant Public Information 
Officer Sgt. Kimberly Gunn.

Amtrak’s southbound train came to a 
stop between 3:15-3:30 p.m. Friday just 
beyond the rail crossing at Pleasant Street. 
Approximately 18-20 passengers had 
gathered on the lawn between the CSX 
railway and the Sheriff’s Office Avon Park 
Substation.

The man was sitting in the far front 
carriage, according to other passengers 
who saw him being brought off and 
Sheriff’s Office K9 “Lady” being led on by 
her handler, Deputy José Molina.

Dunn said that, typically, drug dogs go 
into the seating area of a passenger who 
has contraband to ensure it is all removed 

Man pulled off 
Amtrak train for 
smoking weed
West Palm Beach-
bound train makes 

long stop in Avon Park
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An Amtrak train, bound for West Palm Beach, 
sits during an hour-long stop Friday afternoon 
in Avon Park to have Highlands County sheriff’s 
deputies escort a man off the train for smoking 
marijuana during the trip. 

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — It was a Winter 
Wonderland theme Thursday evening 
at The Greater Sebring Chamber of 
Commerce’s Annual Banquet & Awards 
Ceremony at the Sun ‘N Lake Golf Club.

Many chamber members and officials 
attended as they celebrated another 
year of successful efforts to support the 
business community and the communi-
ty in general.

Chamber President and CEO Liz 
Barber and current Board Chair J.C. 
Shoop shared the master of ceremonies 
duties with Shoop announcing the 
award winners.

The Business of the Year award went to 
The Children’s Museum of the Highlands 
with Children’s Museum Board Member 

Jessica Hartline accepting the award on 
behalf of the museum director, Kelly 
Dressel.

It was noted that many contributed 
to the effort to reopen the museum 
on North Ridgewood Avenue after it 
sustained major damage from Hurricane 
Irma.

The “George Hensley” Citizen of the 
Year award went to Leslie Behm of Hope 
Haven Transitional Housing, Inc.

The “Thelma Pyle” Volunteer of 
the Year award was presented to Deb 
Semrau.

The Ambassador of the Year award was 
presented to Linda Udall.

The Director of the Year award went to 
Shannon Sapp.

Tenille Drury-Smith was recognized as 

Chamber presents annual awards

Children’s Museum of the Highlands 
awarded Business of the Year
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From left: Greater Sebring Chamber of Commerce 2020 Board Chair J.C. Shoop, Leslie Behm 
who received the “George Hensley” Citizen of the Year award, chamber outgoing Board Chair 
Tenille Drury-Smith and Chamber President & CEO Liz Barber.

MARC VALERO/STAFF

Children’s Museum Board Member Jessica 
Hartline accepts the Business of the Year 
award, which was awarded to the Children’s 
Museum of the Highlands at the Greater 
Sebring Chamber of Commerce Annual 
Banquet & Awards Ceremony.
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By LISA MASCARO, ERIC TUCKER and 
ZEKE MILLER 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Senate rejected the idea of 
witnesses in President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial 
late Friday, all but ensuring his 
eventual acquittal. But senators 
considered pushing off final 
voting on his fate to next week.

The vote on allowing new 
witnesses was defeated 51-49 
on a near party-line vote.

Despite the Democrats 
singular focus on hearing new 
testimony, the Republican 
majority brushed past those 
demands to make this the 
first Senate impeachment trial 
without witnesses. Even new 
revelations Friday from former 
national security adviser John 
Bolton did not sway GOP 
senators, who said they’d heard 
enough.

That means the eventual 
outcome for Trump would be 
an acquittal “in name only,” 
said Rep. Val Demings, D-Fla., 
a House prosecutor, during 
final debate. Some called it a 
cover-up.

The impeachment of the 
president now lands squarely 
in an election year before a 
divided nation. Caucus voting 
begins Monday in Iowa, and 
Trump gives his State of the 
Union address the next night.

Trump was impeached 
by the House last month on 
charges the he abused power 
and obstructed Congress like 
no other president has done 
as he tried to pressure Ukraine 
to investigate Democratic rival 
Joe Biden, and then blocked 
the congressional probe of his 
actions.

The Democrats had badly 
wanted testimony from 
John Bolton, Trump’s former 

national security adviser whose 
forthcoming book links Trump 
directly to the charges. But 
Bolton won’t be summoned, 
and none of this appeared 

to affect the trial’s expected 
outcome.

In an unpublished manu-
script, Bolton writes that the 
president asked him during 

an Oval Office meeting in 
early May to bolster his effort 
to get Ukraine to investigate 
Democrats, according to a per-
son who read the passage and 
told The Associated Press. The 
person, who was not autho-
rized to disclose contents of the 
book, spoke only on condition 
of anonymity.

In the meeting, Bolton said 
the president asked him to 
call new Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy and 
persuade him to meet with 
Trump’s personal lawyer, Rudy 
Giuliani, who was planning 
to go to Ukraine to coax the 
Ukrainians to investigate the 
president’s political rivals. 
Bolton writes that he never 
made the call to Zelenskiy after 
the meeting, which included 
acting chief of staff Mick 
Mulvaney and White House 

Senate rejects witnesses in Trump trial
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Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, arrives at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Friday, 
Jan. 31, 2020, during the impeachment trial of President Donald Trump on 
charges of abuse of power and obstruction of Congress.
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