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Highlands 
records 4 more 

COVID-19 
deaths

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County had 
four more deaths related to COVID-19 
in the Tuesday update, bringing the 
total who have passed during the pan-
demic to 57.

Highlands 
had seven 
more pos-
itive cases 
for a total of 
1,747 virus 
cases over the 
course of the pandemic.

The Florida Department of Health 
reported 183 more coronavirus deaths 
statewide for a total 10,717 deaths. 

Statewide, there were 2,673 more 
cases on Tuesday, with is the third day 
in a row with less than 3,000 new cas-
es. Overall, there have been 605,502 
COVID-19 cases in Florida.

The following counties had tri-
ple-digit increases in cases: Broward 
— 204, Dade — 810, Hillsborough — 
137, Orange — 133 and Palm Beach — 
142, accounting for 1,426 of the total 
increase.

Baker and Lafayette counties had no 
increase in virus cases in the Tuesday 
update.

The previous day testing results 
show that statewide 37,263 were 
tested with 7.43% positive.

In Highlands, out of 165 test results 
on Monday 4.24% were positive.

Locally, AdventHealth and the 
Health Department are working 
together to provide free drive-through 
testing, for Highlands County resi-
dents only.

Reservations are required. Call 863-
386-5690 Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Fridays 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. for the following test dates:

- Lake Placid Camp & Conference 
Center at 2665 Placid View Drive, Lake 
Placid from 8-10 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 
27.

- The Shoppes at Avon Park at 1583 
U.S. 27 N., Avon Park from 8-10 a.m. 
today, Aug. 26.

From only 11 test results in the pre-
vious day in Glades County, four were 
positive for a positive rate of 36.36%.

From only 13 test results on Monday 
in Hardee County, two were positive 
for a positive rate of 15.38%.

The Highlands County zip codes 
with the most cases are 33825 (Avon 
Park) with 563 cases, 33870 (Sebring) 

Three local bars found 
non-compliant

State receives 
15 complaints 
on local bars

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — In the last four weeks, 
state officials received 15 complaints 
of bars in Highlands County not 
complying with guidelines for safe 
reopening.

The Florida Department of Business 
and Professional Regulation (DBPR) 
investigated and issued three of them 
with notices of non-compliance, ac-
cording to Patrick R. Farason, DBPR’s 
deputy communications director. As 
of press time, Farason had not named 
those three establishments, or said 
when or if they came into compliance.

He added that none of those estab-
lishments were shut down, however.

Farason said via email that DBPR 
has issued a total of nine emergency 
suspension orders (ESO) statewide 
since June 23, but none of them came 
from Highlands County.

Five months ago, on March 20, Gov. 
DeSantis told bars and nightclubs 
to stop serving alcohol as part of his 
emergency executive order to stop the 
spread of the virus. Executive Order 
20-71 directed all restaurants and food 
establishments within the state to 
suspend on-premises food and alcohol 
consumption for customers, as well as 
all gyms and fitness clubs to close.

At that time, Florida had only 583 
cases in the state, but that number was 
up 100 people from the previous 24 
hours. The state had 10 deaths then, 
too.

On June 5, DeSantis lifted his 
on-premises alcohol prohibition ev-
erywhere but in South Florida, the area 
hardest hit by the pandemic. Indoor 
customer occupancy was limited to 
50% and only table service — no one 
at the bar.

Bars were forced to close again on 
June 26, after Florida’s coronavirus 
cases totaled slightly more than 
114,000.

On Tuesday, two months later, the 
Florida Department of Health reported 
605,502 cases statewide, with a death 
toll of 10,580.

Highlands County’s total Tuesday 
was 1,747 cases with 57 deaths.

In recent weeks, readers of the 
Highlands News-Sun have complained 
that certain local establishments, 
known for serving primarily alcohol, 
but also food, have had full parking 
lots and patrons entering or leaving 
with little evidence of having face 

masks with them or having used them 
while there.

Without confirmation from the 
DBPR, the Highlands News-Sun has 
opted not to publish specifics of those 
allegations.

Owners and operators of bars and 
taverns throughout Florida and the 
nation have complained about being 
unfairly singled-out while other busi-
nesses have been allowed to return to 
a limited or full capacity.

However, infectious disease spe-
cialists have pointed out that certain 
venues provide a “petri dish” that 
can spread the disease easily among 
patrons, and put bars at the top of that 
list.

Dr. Ogechika Alozie was a member 
of the Texas Medical Association com-
mittee that created a COVID-19 risk 
scale for various day-to-day activities 

and recreational social events. In a 
recent interview with NPR, he said 
that the riskiest venues include cruise 
ships, jails and prisons, factories, 
and unfortunately for Florida’s tour-
ist-based economy, bars.

On a 1-9 scale, with 9 being the 
riskiest, bars share that high ranking 
with attending a large music concert, 
a stadium sports event or a religious 
service with 500 or more worshipers.

Other high-risk activities, rated 8, 
include eating at a buffet, working out 
at a gym and going to an amusement 
park or to a movie theater.

Moderate-high risks, rated 7, include 
going to a hair salon or barbershop, 
eating inside a restaurant, attending 
a wedding or a funeral, traveling by 
plane, playing basketball or football 

COURTESY GRAPHIC/TEXAS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

The Texas Medical Association has ranked daily and social on a 1-9 scale from low risk to high 
risk of catching COVID-19. At the bottom of the list is opening the mail, getting restaurant 
takeout and pumping gasoline. At the top of the list are attending a large music concert, a 
sports stadium event, a religious service with 500 or more worshipers, and going to a bar.

See  
‘Cases by the 

County’ graph 
on page A10
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Residents show support for U.S. Postal Service
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A group of 
about nine held signs in 
support of the U.S. Postal 
Service Tuesday morning 
near the downtown 
Sebring Post Office on 
Ridgewood Drive.

There has been a 
swarm of political 
controversy surrounding 
the Postal Service includ-
ing proposed funding 

cuts, removal of sorting 
machines and maneuvers 
seen as affecting the 
timeliness of the mail 
concerning mail-in 
voting.

Larry Brown, a retired 
letter carrier who worked 
in the Chicago area, was 
with a handful of local 
residents, by the down-
town Sebring Post Office, 
who held signs in support 
of the U.S. Postal Service.

Brown lives in Nalcrest, 

a retirement community 
for postal letter carriers in 
Polk County.

“We are trying to keep 
it going,” he said of the 
U.S. Postal Service. “It 
was good for me; I carried 
[mail] for 42 years. It is 
a good organization and 
there are a lot of good 
people working there.”

It is tough in the 
wintertime when walking 
through snow, Brown 
said. “I’ve had days where 

I couldn’t even feel my 
fingers, it got so cold.”

Pat Myers of Sebring 
said she is not a postal 
worker, but appreciates 
the post office.

“I think we need it; it’s 
essential,” she said. “I 
don’t like what they are 
doing with these cuts.”

Myers took issue with 
the new postmaster 
general, Louis DeJoy, who 

MARC VALERO/STAFF

Supporters of the U.S. Postal Service at the downtown Sebring 
Post Office on Tuesday would like to see the Postal Service’s 
funding maintained while removing the politics and the new 
postmaster general.POSTAL | 10A
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