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Dems pick Biden; GOP picks Trump
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The 
Presidential Preference 
Primary vote went off 
without problems Tuesday 
in Highlands County, said 
Supervisor of Elections Penny 
Ogg.

Of the 3,382 votes 
Democrats in the county 
cast this time, 1,853 went 
to former vice president Joe 
Biden as the front-runner 
for president — 54.79%, 

according to unofficial 
results on the Supervisor 
of Elections website, www.
www.votehighlands.com/” 
target=”_blank”&gt;votehigh-
lands.com.

Second place was Michael 
Bloomberg at 615 votes, or 
18.18%, despite the fact that 
he ended his campaign on 
March 4 and endorsed Biden.

Bernie Sanders came 
in third with 472 votes, or 
13.96%.

Democrats had three 
overvotes and 14 undervotes 

on their ballots.
Meanwhile, 4,870 of the 

5,076 of local Republican 
ballots, or 95.94%, went to 
Donald Trump, the current 
president, for re-election, 
votehighlands.com stated.

Republicans had four 
overvotes and 18 undervotes.

Out of 61,926 registered 
voters in Highlands County 
— not all of whom belong to 
a political party — just 8,497, 
or 13.72%, turned out for the 
closed-party primary.

Early voting ended 

Saturday with roughly the 
same turnout: 13.45%. Ogg 
said 11,000 local residents 
voted in the 2016 Presidential 
Preference Primary — 45%. 
Ogg said 13 of her poll work-
ers called in on Monday, for 
various reasons, most related 
to the virus. The remaining 
dates are:

- Aug. 18 primary, with 
early voting from Aug. 6-15.

- Nov. 3 general election, 
with early voting from Oct. 
22-31.

Governor issues 
Executive 

Order closing 
bars, limiting 
restaurants

By ROBERT MILLER
NEWS CLERK

SEBRING — As the novel coronavirus, 
also known as COVID-19, continues to 
spread across the nation and the state, 
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis issued an 
Executive Order Tuesday morning that is 
meant to “reduce density and crowds in 
restaurants, bars, nightclubs and beaches 
to mitigate the spread of Coronavirus 
(COVID-19),” according to an official 
statement from the governor’s office.

In this Executive Order, all bars and 
nightclubs throughout the state of Florida 
will have to close and remain closed 
for the next 30 days. According to the 
Order, a bar or nightclub is “any licensee 
authorized to sell alcoholic beverages for 
consumption on premises that derive 
more than 50% of its gross revenue from 
the sale of alcoholic beverages.”

The Order names the Department of 
Business and Professional Regulation 
(DBPR) as the agency responsible for 
enforcing this mandate. This went into 
effect at 5 p.m. Tuesday.

Effective immediately, DeSantis asks 
those accessing public beaches in the 
state of Florida to follow the advice of 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and limit their gather-
ings to 10 persons or less. DeSantis also 
states that he will support any beach clo-
sure at the discretion of local authorities.

Also effective immediately, DeSantis 
is now requiring restaurants across the 
state to limit their customer entry to only 

Highlands County declares 
emergency from COVID-19

Gives sheriff authority for curfew, if needed

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County 
commissioners approved a 
declaration of a local emer-
gency Tuesday in light of the 
spread of the novel corona-
virus in Florida, and Lake 
Placid Mayor John Holbrook 
followed suit at 4:45 p.m. for 
the Town of Lake Placid.

The Florida Department 
of Health at floridahealth-
covid19.gov reported 192 
cases in Florida and five 
deaths as of noon Tuesday. At 
the 9 a.m. meeting, Highlands 
County Emergency Manager 
LaTosha “Tosh” Reiss said the 
county still has no cases of 
COVID-19 infection.

County Administrator 
Randy Vosburg, participating 
in the meeting via internet 
live video chat, clarified later 
in the meeting that Highlands 
has no “confirmed” cases of 
the disease.

Patrick Hickey, envi-
ronmental health director 
and epidemiologist for the 
Florida Department of Health 
for Highlands and DeSoto 
Counties, said outside the 
meeting that the health 
department is gathering 
results from tests done by 
both the health department 
and private labs, for patients 
at private medical practices.

The declaration will help 
the county secure mutual 
aid from local, state and 

federal agencies, as well as 
let Highlands County Sheriff 
Paul Blackman start, modify, 
enforce or end a countywide 
curfew, if needed.

Cancellation

County Commission has 
also canceled or postponed 
all public meetings of county 
advisory boards, councils 
and committees until further 
notice.

Reiss said the Centers for 
Disease Control guidance is to 
postpone or cancel gatherings 
of 50 or more. On Monday, 
the White House recommend-
ed canceling meetings of 10 
or more, working from home, 
especially if sick, and staying 
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County commissioners practice ‘social distancing’ Tuesday as they declare a local emergency for the COVID-19 pandemic. Seated, from left to 
right, bottom to top, are County Attorney Joy Carmichael; County Engineer Clinton Howerton Jr., with County Administrator Randy Vosburg 
connected via videoconference; and Commissioners Jim Brooks, Greg Harris, Don Elwell, Ron Handley and Arlene Tuck.

Tax Collector reduces services; others cancel events
Staff Reports

The Highlands County 
Tax Collector is one of the 
latest entities to change the 
way they are doing business. 
As of Tuesday, the office 
has suspended all services 
for out-of-county residents 
until further notice. Only 
customers doing business 
with the Tax Collector’s 
Office will be allowed entry.

As the novel coronavirus, 
more commonly referred 
to as COVID-19, continues 
to spread across the nation 
and the state, more events 

have been canceled. Some 
events have been postponed 
and others have been 
canceled. Some meetings 
or events are just being 
changed in the way they are 
presented.

In addition to the previ-
ously listed events that have 
been canceled or postponed 
are the following:

Ridge Area Arc has 
rescheduled its Big Bang 
Ranch Family Fun Shoot 
steel target competition 
to Saturday, Oct. 3. The 
Escape to Kokomo has been 

rescheduled for Saturday, 
Aug. 22.

Girl Scouts of Gulfcoast 
Florida announced it 
is suspending all coun-
cil-sponsored activities 
effective until April 30. 
The cancellations include 
council programs, trainings 
and facility rentals. All 
council properties will also 
be closed to the public 
during that time. Council 
staff will still be available 
via phone and email during 
regular administrative office 
hours, Tuesday-Friday 

from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Cookie booth sales have 
also been canceled.

The Sun ‘N Lake Board 
of Supervisors meeting 
scheduled for Friday, March 
20, has been canceled. 

Archbold Biological 
Station will be closed to the 
general public until further 
notice. This includes all 
public tours on Saturdays; 
Hicoria: a brief history of 
a Florida Ghost Town on 
March 18; Natural history 

Changes 
in your 

newspaper
Due to the cancellation of all sporting 

events, we have made some adjustments 
to your daily newspaper. The B section 
will now consist of the legal advertise-
ments, classifieds, comics and puzzles. 
The Lottery has been moved to A2. Please 
be patient with us while we adapt to a 
new temporary routine.
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School Superintendent Brenda Longshore 
announced late Tuesday that K-12 schools 
in Highlands County will remain closed 
until Wednesday, April 15. The return date 
will be reassessed closer to that date by 
Governor Ron DeSantis and Commissioner 
of Education Richard Corcoran.

As of Monday, March 30, the School 
District will utilize virtual learning for the 
delivery of school instruction.

All statewide assessments have been 
canceled this school year. The Florida 
Department of Education will not assign 
grades to schools and districts for 2019-20 
(this does not refer to grades for students).

Public schools 
closed until April 15
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