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AS FRESH AS IT GETS!Fresh Squeezed 
Orange Juice!

We squeeze 3 
different types of juice.
• Regular Orange Juice

• Tangerine Juice
• Grapefruit Juice

Try Our Homemade 
Orange Dream 

Ice Cream
Made With Our Own Fresh 

Squeezed Orange Juice

Bartow Police 
Chief resigns

By CATHY PALMER
Contributing Writer

BARTOW — Last week, Bartow Police 
Chief Joe Hall abruptly announced his 
retirement at the end of May.

“I was surprised (Hall) decided to retire 
now,” said Bartow City Manager George 
Long. “But it was not totally unexpected.”

Hall took the helm of the city force just 
over a decade ago and says that, when he 
was hired, he told officials at the time that 
he would probably only serve about 10 
years before retiring.

“I've always been planning to leave after 
10 years,” Hall said. “And I just felt the 
department was in a good place and the 
timing seemed good for me and my family.”

However, reports suggest that the 
timing of Hall's departure stems from 
recent allegations of racial bias within 
the department and is the result of an 
investigation into those inferences — 
suggestions that Hall disputes.

“That is not the case at all,” Hall told the 
Sun. “That was an isolated incident and did 
not have anything to do with my decision 
to retire.”
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Pandemic poses challenge for census takers 

Bok Tower Gardens will reopen June 1

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
Staff Writer

POLK COUNTY – Originally, community 
leaders charged with planning the 2020 U.S. 
Census awareness campaign had designated 
May as the time to begin door-to-door outreach, 
seeking county residents who had yet to self-
respond to the census. 

Due to the pandemic, plans have changed for 
census takers.

The self-response period for the 2020 U.S. 
Census began March 12. Days later, on March 
15, the Center for Disease Control published a 
recommendation to cancel all gatherings of more 
than 10 people. On March 28, all field operations 
for the census were suspended.

“April was a loss to pretty much all of us,” Polk 
Vision Executive Director Kim Long said.

Polk Vision is one of the local agencies working 
to promote census participation.

While some parts of the community are 
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By SUN STAFF

Bok Tower Gardens officials announced May 18 
that the destination, popular with visitors near and 
far, will reopen to the public on Monday, June 1.

“To provide the community with a beautiful 
destination for healthy walks and mental well-
being, Bok Tower Gardens is reopening to the 
public on Monday, June 1, with timed entry,” read a 
statement. “A soft opening for members is planned 

for May 26 through May 31.”
The release also included some of the stipulations 

and precautions Bok Tower staff will be taking in 
line with its reopening. 

For instance, until further notice all visitors and 
members who plan to visit will need to reserve 
or purchase a ticket at Bok Tower’s website — 
boktowergarden.org — before arriving at the gate. 
Visitors will select an entry time period, choosing 
either 10 a.m., noon, 2 p.m. or 4 p.m.
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Bartow Police Chief Joe Hall will retire at the 
end of May.
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Spring Parade of Homes

The Polk County Builders Association’s 

big event will take place May 30-31 and June 6-7.

Learn more on Page 12.
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