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Waterfront concepts net likes and dislikes
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Jack 
Stroup Civic Center 
was close to capacity 
with citizens Thursday 
evening who expressed 
their opinions on two 
proposed designs for the 
redevelopment of the 
city’s waterfront property.

At the joint meeting 
of the City Council 
and Community 

Redevelopment Agency 
Board, the design firm 
Kimley-Horn provided 
details about their two 
concepts/proposals 
for the waterfront. The 
proposals were based on 
input from stakeholder 
meetings, a public meet-
ing in March and online 
input.

While some would like 
little or no change at the 
waterfront, most were 
receptive to redeveloping 

the area. There were con-
cerns about parking, the 
Civic Center not being in 
the plans and the fate of 
the historic Weigle House 
(Yellow House) and 
Clovelly House (Green 
House). Also, there were 
concerns about funding 
for the waterfront project 
and the maintenance 
costs.

A preliminary plan for a 
new location for the Civic 
Center, Sebring Historical 

Society and Highlands 
Art League was revealed 
at the meeting. (See story 
in Sunday’s edition of the 
Highlands News-Sun for 
details).

Councilman Charlie 
Lowrance said if you don’t 
change it, it will be the 
same result. He liked Plan 
2 better with its bigger 
event lawn.

Mayor John Shoop said 
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Speakers lined up to give their opinion, at the Jack Stroup Civic 
Center, on the waterfront concepts presented at Thursday’s joint 
meeting of the Sebring City Council.

County sees 
26 new 

COVID cases 
in last week

Staff Report
The Florida Department of Health is 

showing Highlands County with 26 new 
cases of COVID-19 for the week of June 
11-17. The county has now seen a total 
of 8,745 cases since the beginning of the 
pandemic.

There were 406 people vaccinated 
during the seven-day period, which raises 
the total to 47,533 people vaccinated. 
With FDOH using a population count of 
105,105 for Highlands County, that means 
45.2% of the total population has been 
vaccinated. The Florida Department of 
Health shows 51% of the county’s 12 and 
older population has been vaccinated. 
The state average is 56%.

The county’s new case positivity rate 
was 3%, which is slightly higher than the 
2.6% seen last week, but a bit better than 
the state average of 3.3%.

The state is reporting an increase of 
10,629 resident cases for the week, raising 
the total to 2,310,881.

Deaths went from 37,265 to 37,555, 
which is an increase of 290, although the 
state reported just 43 new deaths for the 
week. The difference in numbers is due to 
the time it takes for deaths to be classified 
as COVID-related deaths, as it can take 
weeks for a death to be determined to 
have been caused by COVID-19.

FDOH shows 373,438 people vacci-
nated in the state last week, raising the 
overall total to 10,659,464. The 373,438 
vaccinations are the fewest in the past 10 
weeks and 108,422 fewer than the 481,860 
vaccines given a week ago.

Most of the counties in the Heartland 
had low numbers for the past week, with 
Hardee County having 37 new cases, 
Okeechobee County saw 34, while DeSoto 
County had six new cases and Glades saw 
four. The four counties also fall below the 
state average in terms of percentage of 
population 12 and over to be vaccinated, 
with DeSoto having the highest percent-
age at 44% and Hardee having the lowest 
at 34%.

Only Florida resident cases have been 
counted by FDOH since the switch to 
weekly COVID-19 updates two weeks ago, 
as opposed to the daily updates for the 
first 15-plus months, which also included 
non-resident numbers.

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, there have been 
176.29 million people in the U.S. to have 
received at least one dose of the vaccine, 
which is 53.1% of the population and 
65.1% of the U.S. adult population. There 
have been 148,459,003 people declared 
fully vaccinated, which means they have 
received both doses of the Moderna or 
Pfizer vaccines or one shot of the sin-
gle-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine.

The U.S. has averaged 1.33 million vac-
cine doses per day over the past week. At 
the current rate it will take an additional 
four months to reach the targeted goal of 
vaccinating 75% of the population.

Globally, there have been 2.51 bil-
lion doses given and countries are 
averaging roughly 37 million dose per 
day. The 2.51 billion doses is enough 

Explainer: The new federal holiday
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The U.S. government is catching 
up with Black people who have been 
commemorating the end of slavery 
in the United States for generations 
with a day called “Juneteenth.”

President Joe Biden is expected to 
sign a bill Thursday that was passed 
by Congress to set aside Juneteenth, 
or June 19th, as a federal holiday. The 
Senate approved it unanimously; 
only 14 House Republicans — many 
representing states that were part of 
the slave-holding Confederacy in the 
19th century — opposed the measure.

What is this federal holiday, and 
what is its history? Here’s a look:

The origins
The celebration started with 

the freed slaves of Galveston, 
Texas. Although the Emancipation 
Proclamation freed the slaves in the 
South in 1863, it could not be enforced 
in many places until after the end of 
the Civil War in 1865.

Laura Smalley, freed from a planta-
tion near Bellville, Texas, remembered 
in a 1941 interview that her former 
master had gone to fight in the Civil 
War and came home without telling 
his slaves what had happened.

“Old master didn’t tell, you know, 
they was free,” Smalley said at the 
time. “I think now they say they 
worked them, six months after that. 
Six months. And turn them loose on 
the 19th of June. That’s why, you know, 

we celebrate that day.”
Union Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger 

and his troops arrived at Galveston on 
June 19, 1865, with news that the war 
had ended and that the enslaved were 

now free. That was more than two 
months after Confederate Gen. Robert 
E. Lee surrendered to Union Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant in Virginia.

Granger delivered General Order No. 
3, which said: “The people of Texas 
are informed that, in accordance with 
a proclamation from the Executive of 
the United States, all slaves are free. 
This involves an absolute equality of 
personal rights and rights of property 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM PHOTO VIA AP, FILE

This updated handout photo provided by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum on Tuesday, June 8, 2021, shows a signed copy 
of Emancipation Proclamation. The rare copy of the Emancipation Proclamation signed by Lincoln and then-Secretary of State William Seward 
will be displayed when Illinois lawmakers sign a Juneteenth holiday into law. Illinois became the latest state to make Juneteenth an official 
state holiday as Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed a measure Wednesday, June 16, 2021, near the signed copy of the Emancipation Proclamation.

FILE PHOTO

Garnet Amara, center, tells attendees of the 2020 Martin Luther King Day event in Lincoln 
Heights about the upcoming Juneteenth celebration, which was canceled due to the 
pandemic. Amara explained Juneteenth is an annual celebration of the day people learned 
they had been freed from slavery by President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation.

The story of Juneteenth

HOLIDAY | 4A

Celebrate Freedom
Juneteenth marks 156 years since full emancipation

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — On Thursday, 
President Joe Biden signed 
a bill making Juneteenth 
a federal holiday, effective 
immediately.

If you plan to celebrate 
this new federal holiday – 
the first in 38 years – people 
in Washington Heights 
have you covered with a 
street festival featuring all 
the typical family fun of a 
summer event.

Festivities this year 
start at 11 a.m. Saturday 
at 749 Booker Ave., just 
north of Lemon Avenue 
off Dr. Martin Luther King 
Boulevard, and runs until 
3 p.m. Organizers wish 
for all members of the 

community to gather and 
celebrate a day to build 
understanding, unity, broth-
erhood and friendship for 
every race and nationality.

Festivities include many 
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