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SEBRING — When 
Highlands County opens 
wind-rated shelters 
for the next hurricane, 
COVID-19 social distance 
requirements will reduce 
their capacity.

“Under the new 
requirements, sheltering 
is going to be limited,” 
said Emergency Manager 
LaTosha Reiss, “and that 
is going to be a concern.”

The old requirements 
of 20 square feet per 
person for the general 
population and 60 square 
feet per person for special 
needs, have gone up 
because of COVID-19 to 
60 square feet for general 
population, and 110 
square feet for special 
needs.

Also, there can be no 
more than 50 people in 
any open area, Reiss said. 
If a general shelter has 
multiple classrooms or 

conference rooms, those 
can be used, but any large 
arena can still only have 
50 people.

That’s a problem, Reiss 
said, because Alan Jay 
Arena at the Highlands 
County Fairgrounds is the 
county’s largest, most-
used shelter during and 
after disasters and can 
hold well more than 50.

Given the 110-square-
foot requirement for 
special needs shelters, 
Reiss said Emergency 

Management may look 
at moving the special 
needs shelter from the 
Bert J. Harris Jr. Agri-
Civic Center on George 
Boulevard to the Alan 
Jay Arena and setting up 
other shelters.

“We are checking on 
electrical loads to see if 
that will be a conducive 
option for us this year,” 
Reiss said.

Also, she said, all 

County adjusting shelter rules under pandemic
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Florida Department of Health staffers set up beds at an evac-
uation shelter for people with special needs, in preparation 
for Hurricane Dorian, at Dr. David L. Anderson Middle School in 
Stuart, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 1, 2019.
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It was more of the 
same with the release 
of Sunday’s COVID-19 
numbers by the Florida 
Department of Health. 
There were 3,494 new 
cases recorded, bringing 
the state total to 97,971. 
There were 17 more 
deaths attributed to the 
coronavirus, as the state 
total climbed to 3,161.

The state is following 
the pattern of other 
recently opened states 
in seeing many of the 
new cases in younger 
people. The median age 
of those with COVID-19 
has dropped to 44. There 
hasve been 76 deaths 
attributed to COVID-19 
in those 44 years or 
younger, with the 
remaining 3,085 in those 
45 and over.

The 

positive percentage in 
new cases was once 
again near 12% and the 
state’s overall percentage 
has climbed to 6.1%.

Highlands County saw 
a significant increase 
in cases, jumping 11 to 
226. The county was also 
a bit of a departure in 
younger people testing 

positive, as the median 
age of new cases the 
past two days has been 
48 and 58. These came 
after three straight days 
with a median age of 25 
or less.

The 10th death in 
the county due to the 
virus was counted and 
there have now been 49 

hospitalizations. Nine 
of the 20 new cases over 
the past two days have 
been classified as having 
resulted from direct 
contact with a confirmed 
case.

It was a mixed bag for 
surrounding counties, 
as Glades County saw an 
increase of 21 cases to 

climb to 142 after having 
held flat for several days. 
DeSoto County saw an 
increase of 11 to stand 
at 450 cases and Hardee 
County jumped 17 cases 
to sit at 289. Okeechobee 
County saw five new 
cases to bring its total to 
245.

As has frequently been 

the case, the spike in 
Florida’s state numbers 
can be attributed to 
several counties, as 
Dade saw 710 new cases, 
with Orange County 
increasing 345 cases and 
Broward County seeing 
an increase of 318.

Hillsborough County 
saw 261 new cases, Palm 
Beach County had an 
increase of 248, Pinnelas 
saw 229 additional 
cases and Duval County 
climbed 207.

The median age in 
Hillsborough County has 
been 36 or younger for 
the past 11 days, while 
Dade has been between 
39 and 43 the past nine 
days. Orange County has 
seen a median age of 
33 or younger every day 
for the past two weeks. 
Broward County has also 
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AVON PARK — 
Highlands County sheriff’s 
deputies have arrested 
an Avon Park man with 
charges stemming from a 
reported rape in January.

Rickey Wendell Taylor, 
30, stands accused of 

sexual assault and burglary 
with assault and battery 

after genetic evidence linked him to the 
Jan. 12 incident.

He is being held in the Highlands 
County Jail in lieu of $102,000 bond.

Taylor has denied having sex with 
the 32-year-old victim, but lab tests 
revealed that DNA taken from her 
was 700 billion times more likely to 
have come from Taylor than any other 
person, according to a release from the 
Sheriff’s Office.

Taylor was also charged with resisting 
arrest after allegedly running from 
deputies when they tried to take him 
into custody last Wednesday.

The victim told deputies that on Jan. 
12, she and a friend, whose name was 
redacted from reports, went to a club in 
Winter Haven.

The victim told deputies she had too 
much to drink, and remembered lying 
down in her friend’s back seat and 
falling asleep.

She awoke to find herself at her 
house and Taylor there with her and her 
friend.

According to reports, she said Taylor 
and her friend helped her get out of the 
car and get into the house.

She was in her bedroom, getting ready 
to go to sleep but had to use the bath-
room, reports said, then went to bed.

The friend reportedly told deputies 
they both left the house, but then she 
saw the victims hair extensions in her 
back seat.

She asked Taylor if he locked the 
victim’s door, and Taylor said he hadn’t, 
so the friend asked him to put the 
extensions back in the house and then 
lock the door on his way out.

The friend waited until Taylor came 

Taylor charged 
with rape, burglary
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The Census Bureau has incorporated 
several design innovations into the 
2020 Census. The goal is to cut dramat-
ically the cost of conducting the census 
while still maintaining accurate, 
quality population and housing data.

An unintended benefit may be the 
need for less face-to-face interaction 
between the public and Census 
employees, hence less risk amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The innovations are outlined in the 
2020 Census Operational Plan: A New 
Design for the 21st Century.

The census, which is conducted 
every 10 years, involves four major 
activities. First, the Census Bureau 
identifies all the addresses where 
people may live. Second it asks each 
household to answer a few short ques-
tions about its housing unit and the 
members who live in that unit. Third it 
follows up with those households that 
have not responded.

Fourth, it issues a report on its 
findings. The report is used to reap-
portion the 435 seats in the House of 
Representatives, redraw congressional, 
state, and local district boundaries, 
and allocate funding to state and local 
governments for critical programs and 
services.

According to the Operational Plan, 
all Census 2020 innovations are 
designed to decrease the amount of 
fieldwork done by census workers 
(enumerators), whether it’s to identify 
address changes or to do follow up 
with households that did not fill out 
their census questionnaires. Fieldwork 
is the most costly part of the census.

With the COVID-19 pandemic 
threatening us daily, a reduction in 
fieldwork comes at an opportune 
time, since the Census Bureau must be 
careful to protect the health and safety 
of the public as well as its employees.

A reduction in fieldwork is made 
possible because the Census Bureau is 

Census 2020 innovations mean less face to 
face contact, amid COVID-19 pandemic
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Respondent fills out census questionnaire.
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Census worker in protective gear leaves 
census materials.
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