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A woman carries her child as they evacuate from a residential 
building which was hit by a Russian rocket at the city center of 
Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, Jan. 30, 2023. Russian shelling killed 
at least five people and wounded 13 others during the previous 
24 hours, Ukrainian authorities said Monday as the Kremlin’s 
and Kyiv’s forces remained locked in combat in eastern Ukraine.

No talk about Sun ‘N Lake landowner vote, yet
Chapter 189 sets guidelines for popular seats

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — If landowners in Sun ‘N Lake have a 
problem with losing their two board members, they 
didn’t say so Monday.

Neither supervisors nor attendees at Monday’s Sun 
‘N Lake Board of Supervisors meeting mentioned 
landowner votes, or the move to elect all of the board 
by popular vote.

Meanwhile, a proposal to do that has gone to the 

county for legal review, and has not yet returned to 
the Board of Supervisors with any recommendations, 
amendments or approvals from the Board of County 
Commissioners.

If approved as submitted, the change would do 
away with landowner-elected seats. The two current 
landowner-elected supervisors would serve out their 
terms as originally elected.

David Schumacher, attorney for the district, said 
it’s a delicate matter to balance the voting power of 
individual landowners, who own one or two lots, with 

large landowners, who hold hundreds.
Prior to September 2020, the landowner elections 

were based on numbers of lots, which gave large land-
owners an advantage. In January 2020, Supervisors 
Craig Herrick and Mike Gilpin were elected to the two 
landowner seats on the board.

Gilpin ran unopposed. Herrick ran against Mark 
Camp, and some residents argued that Tanglewood, 
which holds a large number of lots, swayed the vote in 

Russian shelling kills 5 in tough eastern Ukraine combat
By SUSIE BLANN 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — 
Russian shelling killed 
at least five people and 
wounded 13 others 
during the previous 
24 hours, Ukrainian 
authorities said Monday, 
as the Kremlin’s and 
Kyiv’s forces remained 
locked in combat in 
eastern Ukraine ahead of 
renewed military pushes 
that are expected when 
the weather improves.

The casualties includ-
ed a woman who was 
killed and three others 
who were wounded by 

the Russian shelling 
of Kharkiv, Ukraine’s 
second-largest city in 
the country’s northeast, 
according to regional Gov. 
Oleh Syniyehubov.

Moscow’s troops seized 
large areas of the north-
eastern Kharkiv region 
in the months following 
its invasion of its neigh-
bor last February. But 
Ukrainian counteroffen-
sives that began in August 
snatched back Russian-
occupied territory, most 
notably in Kharkiv.

Those successes lent 
weight to Ukraine’s 
arguments that its 
troops could deliver 

more stinging defeats to 
Russia if its Western allies 
provided more weaponry.

Kyiv last week won 
promises of tanks from 
the United States and 
Germany to help its war 
effort.

Poland’s Prime Minister 
Mateusz Morawiecki on 
Monday hinted at the 
prospect of more upcom-
ing pledges, saying that 
“any activity aimed at 
strengthening Ukraine’s 
defense powers is under 
consultation with our 
NATO partners.”

Such a move could 
encounter some famil-
iar political obstacles, 

however.
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, 

after demurring for weeks 
over sending Germany’s 
Leopard 2 tanks to 
Ukraine, looks set to dig 
his heels in over provid-
ing fighter jets.

Scholz, who is cur-
rently on a trip to South 
America, said he regretted 
the emergence of the 
fighter jet discussion.

He said in Chile on 
Sunday that a serious 
debate is necessary and 
not a “competition to 
outdo each other … in 
which perhaps domestic 

100 years of 
Florida farming

Centennial farming 
families can get 

recognized
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The state wants to know if 
your family has grown citrus or row crops, 
or wrangled cattle or other livestock on 
the same land for a century.

The Florida Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services wants to recog-
nize your family with the Century Pioneer 
Family Farm Program. Sebring Historical 
Society wants to help.

Jim Pollard with the Sebring Historical 
Society, said that the organization has 
just started working on that with the 
state, and wants to help people research 
if their family has continuously farmed a 
piece of property for 100 years or more.

“It’s pretty rare,” Pollard said. “I don’t 
know of anyone in Highlands County.”

Currently, the FDACS online list of 
century families includes three families 
from neighboring DeSoto County, nine 
from Hardee County, a family from Lee 
County, three from Osceola County and 
five from Polk County.

That said, Pollard believes research 
might turn over documents that local 
farm families may qualify.

FDACS states online that its Century 
Pioneer Family Farm Program, initiat-
ed in 1985, honors families who have 
maintained at least 100 years of contin-
uous family farm ownership. That refers 
to family farms and ranches started by 
pioneers who, in the process, served 
as stewards of the land for preserving 
environmental resources and for helping 
foster the state’s agricultural industry, 
an important early economic base for 
Florida.

People may prove ownership from an 
abstract of title or original record such as 
a deed or land patent. Other authentic 
land records may be acceptable, FDACS 
states. The farm, in whole or in part, must 
have been in continuous family owner-
ship, with the title residing today in the 
hands of a blood relative of the original 
owner or a legally adopted child of a 
descendant.

Also, title to the property must be 
continuous over the last 100 years.

Members of the Sebring Historical 

Here’s the Pitch

AP Baseball Museum kickoffs fundraising effort
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The fundraising 
effort to establish a baseball museum 
in Avon Park officially started Monday 
afternoon with a “Flash,” in the name 
of Thomas “Flash” Gordon, who was 
present with local community leaders.

The Thomas “Flash” Gordon 
Experience, which is slated to be built 
as a 1,600-square-foot expansion to 
the Avon Park Depot Museum, will 
feature 100 years of Avon Park’s rich 
history of baseball, both at the youth 
and professional level.

Gordon, a three-time all-star player, 
who had an impressive 21-year career 
in Major League Baseball, is the only 
MLB pitcher with over 100 wins, over 
100 saves and over 100 holds.

Local baseball fan Ronald Sevigny 
has been the inspiration for the project 
to not only highlight baseball, but also 
to make Avon Park a destination.

Sevigny said they are featuring 
Gordon as Avon Park’s premier player 
who had a tremendous history in 
baseball having been in the World 
Series and all-star games.

That will bring people from out 
of town to make the museum an 

attraction, he said. “Our goal is to 
make Avon Park a destination and 
bring people downtown.”

He noted that every major league 
team in the 1920s and 1930s played 
in Avon Park, like Babe Ruth, Lou 
Gehrig and Dizzy Dean. Avon Park 
High School has won eight state 

championships and 12 players have 
gone on to play major league baseball.

The cost for the museum expansion 
(building only) is $400,000. They are 
getting a $200,000 grant, but they 
have to match it by May, Sevigny said. 
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Local officials and supporters at the kickoff of the fundraising effort to build and establish the Thomas “Flash” Gordon Baseball Museum.
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From left: Retired MLB player Thomas “Flash” Gordon, Historical Society of Avon Park President 
Nancy Fisk and Ronald Sevigny at the unveiling of the fundraiser sign Monday afternoon for 
the Thomas “Flash” Gordon Baseball Museum.
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