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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — “My wife texted 
me at 11:08 this morning,” 
Santos De La Rosa of Oak 
Manor Avenue told the 
Highlands News-Sun via email 
Thursday. “She says, ‘They 
started paving. It’s looking 
good.’”

Later that night, he said in an 

interview that the dozen years 
or more he and members of his 
neighborhood have worked to 
get the road paved were worth 
it, just to no longer have their 
cars get dusty and muddy.

The small collection of 
residents had successfully 
lobbied during that time, and 
especially over the last eight 
years, to get their road paved, 
and to pay for the road with a 

10-year assessment on all their 
properties, after the work gets 
done.

De La Rosa said Highlands 
County Road and Bridge crews 
had been preparing the road 
for paving since Sept. 21.

“I don’t know about paving, 
but just by looking at it, they 
are about ready to do so,” De 

Oak Manor paved
Decade-long request fulfilled

PHIL ATTINGER/STAFF

Highlands County Road and Bridge crews Thursday finish the last stretch of 
pavement on Oak Manor Avenue, a paving project a dozen years in discussion. 

By KIM MOODY AND ALLEN MOODY
STAFF WRITERS

Health experts have been warning 
against “COVID fatigue” for several 
months now. But many people don’t 
appear to have gotten the message, as 
Florida is on an uptick, with the 4,044 
new cases on the Saturday morning 
report from the Florida Department of 
Health the highest seen since Aug. 21.

There were more than 7,643 new 
cases listed on Aug. 31, but 3,870 of 
those were a one-time “data dump,” so 
the actual number of new cases for the 
day was 3,773.

The more socially active 15 to 24 age 
group saw the highest number of new 
cases, with 891 new cases, while the 25 
to 34 age group had the second highest 
increase with 704 new cases. There were 
567 cases in those 65 and over.

The positivity rate for new cases was 
5.21%, which is just slightly higher than 
the 5% recommended by the World 
Health Organization for reopening, but 
it was the third time in four days the 
positivity rate has been above the 5% 
barrier.

There have been 752,481 cases overall 
and a cumulative positivity rate of 
13.18%

Of those cases, 63,212 have been in 
those under the age of 18. The overall 
positivity rate in juveniles is 12.6%.

There were 87 new resident deaths, 
bringing the total to 15,830 resident 
deaths. One additional non-resident 
death brought that total to 201.

There were 15 new cases in Highlands 
County, which brings the total to 2,431. 
There was one new death to bring the 
total to 102.

Five of the new cases in the county 
were in the 75 to 84 group, with three 
new cases in the 45 to 54 age bracket. 
The median age for new cases was 67.

The positivity rate for new cases was 
6.20%. After briefly getting the rolling 
average below 5%, the county is moving 
the wrong direction, as 10 of the last 14 
days have yielded positivity rates above 
5% and four days have seen double-dig-
it positive rates in new cases.

DeSoto County had seven new cases, 
which equals the five previous days 
combined, and there have now been 
1,620 cases and 28 deaths in the county.

Glades County saw no new cases on 
17 tests to remain at 587 cases. More 
than half of those (301) are related to a 
correctional facility.

Hardee County had a six-case 
increase to climb to 1,524 cases. The 
county has seen some ugly positivity 
rates, with nine of the last 14 days in 
double-digits.

State sees 

4,044 virus 

case increase By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING 
— Kevin 
Roberts is the 
Republican 
candidate for 
Highlands 
County 
Commission, 
District 1.

Roberts is 
the Founder and Chairman 
of the Board for the 
Champion for Children 
Foundation of Highlands 
County.

His professional ex-
perience also includes 
serving 16 years as the 
Director of Human 
Services for the Board of 
County Commissioners in 
Highlands County from 
1994-2007.

Highlands News-Sun 
asked the following 
questions to all the County 
Commission candidates.

What do you think is the 
best way to balance the 
county budget, (given the 
options of raising taxes, 
enacting assessments, 
cutting departments and/
or cutting services)?

Roberts responded: 
As the Human Services 
Director for the Highlands 
County Commission for 
16 years, from 1991–2007, 
I recognized early on that 
the County Commission 
was, generally speaking, 
opposed to raising prop-
erty taxes and fees. As a 
county Director, I was 
expected to live within the 
adopted human services 
budget. There were, at 
times, exceptions based on 
unexpected emergencies or 
mandates.

I might add, living within 
my means also applies to 
my personal life. I never 
spent more than I earned! 
This was the lifestyle that I 
embraced!

If elected County 
Commissioner on 
November 3rd, the County 
Administrator, county 
directors and department 
heads would be expect-
ed to present a fiscally 
conservative budget that 
does not recommend 
raising property taxes. As a 

fiscal conservative, I have 
no desire to raise property 
taxes or enact additional 
assessments, unless we 
are confronted with an 
unexpected emergency, 
such as an unforeseen 
natural disaster.

It is important for the 
County Commission to 
also work closely with the 
Constitutional Officers and 
seek creative ways to bal-
ance the budget and avoid 
raising taxes. I personally 
know all the Constitutional 
Officers, and I do not 
believe that any of them 
want to see the County 
Commission raise taxes. 
They too have learned to 
live within their means.

Cutting departments 
and / or cutting services 
would only occur as a last 
resort upon the recom-
mendation of the County 
Administrator and staff. I 
would be careful not to cut 
critical or essential ser-
vices. When going through 
the 2021-22 fiscal year 
budget process, I will learn, 
if elected, more about 
the inner working of each 
department; thus I will be 
better informed as to what 
areas of the budget to cut.

I might add that while 
working 16 years for the 
county, I always found 
ways to develop strong 
public / private part-
nerships, which in turn 
saved the county thou-
sands of dollars. County 
Commissioners should 
seek, when possible, strong 
public / private partner-
ships with the goal to 
save or leverage tax payer 
dollars.

How would you prefer 
to improve the business 
climate for local employ-
ers that would encourage 
and enable them to hire 
more local workers?

Roberts responded: I 
would want to study var-
ious ways to improve the 
business climate, including 
interacting and relating 
to local employers and 
learning from them what 
county policies, ordinances 
or regulations inhibit the 
growth of their businesses. 

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING 
— Carmelo 
Garcia, 
Democrat 
of Sebring, 
wants to be the 
next county 
commissioner 
for District 1, 

the seat being 
vacated by Jim 

Brooks this year.
He is running against 

Kevin Roberts, Republican. 
Both answered questions 
posed by the Highlands 
News-Sun to address issues 
that have been in the fore-
front of local governance, 
to include budget priorities, 
improving the local climate 
for business as well as 
workers, dealing with an 
emergency like COVID-19 
and ensuring that all resi-
dents’ needs and concerns 
are heard by the board.

What follows are Garcia’s 
answers to those questions, 
which he emailed to the 
Highlands News-Sun.

Streamline and hold 

taxes 

When asked about the 
best way to balance the 
budget, given the options 
of raising taxes, installing 
assessments and cutting 
departments and/or ser-
vices, Garcia said he would 
“streamline the redundancy 
in every department focus-
ing on production-based 
performance.”

He also said he would 
not raise taxes, and perfor-
mance-based departments 
would not see cuts nor 
interruptions in service.

“I would look for ‘red 
flags’ on spending on 
wants over needs,” Garcia 
explained.

Education and tourism

When asked how he 
would prefer to improve the 
business climate for local 
employers to enable them 
to hire more local workers, 
Garcia hit on education and 
tourism.

He would like to work 
with local business owners 
on building and enhancing 
an employee education 

program on different types 
of employment oppor-
tunities here, noting that 
the county’s high school 
students leave to find em-
ployment in other counties 
because of this.

He suggested that tourism 
would help improve the 
hiring climate, also.

“Working on tourism in 
this county would be a ma-
jor step to helping the local 
business owners to be in a 
good position to hire more 
local residents,” Garcia said.

Homes and infrastruc-

ture

When asked about the 
methods he would think 
best to encourage new 
employers and employees 
to relocate to Highlands 
County, Garcia focused first 
on housing.

“I would work with build-
ers to build new homes that 
these new residents can 
enjoy,” Garcia said.

Tax incentives, he said, 
would be one way to do 
this.

Infrastructure is his 
second point. As long as it 
is within budget, the county 
needs to make sure that 
the water/sewer lines and 
facilities, paved roads and 
other utilities are in place 
to encourage new devel-
opment for business and 
housing.

Plan and act

When asked what lead-
ership role the county 
commission should take in 
a local, statewide or world-
wide disaster, especially 
with regard to encouraging 
behavioral changes by 
individuals and business-
es, Garcia said providing 
information and training to 
the community is a key role 
for local government.

He said leaders in any 
position of public trust — 
political, law enforcement, 
emergency response and 
even clergy — need training 
and education on how to 
proceed in emergencies, 
such as the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“As county leaders, 
it is our duty to ensure 

Kevin Roberts 
running for District 1 

Commission
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Garcia: Streamline, 
educate, promote, build, 

plan, communicate
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Welcome to your community bank for responsive, personal service 

where a person always answers the phone and can connect you 

with business professionals who can make a difference for you. 

YOU CALL. 
A PERSON ANSWERS. 
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