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By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — As the 
county enters into Phase 
II of reopening from the 
pandemic, many people 
will be returning to jobs 
while others will be 
looking for new jobs and 
careers. CareerSource 
Heartland is open by 
appointment to match 
job seekers with em-
ployers. CareerSource 
Heartland administration 

is requesting masks to be 
worn and social distanc-
ing will be used while 
when helping clients.

CareerSource Heartland 
provides job placement 
and training for Hardee, 
Okeechobee, DeSoto and 
Highlands counties. The 
Sebring location is at 
5901 U.S. 27 S, Suite 1.

CareerSource Heartland 
CEO/President Donna 
Doubleday recently 
said the organization 
had some 500 jobs 

representing 609 posi-
tions. The organization 
does more than match a 
job seeker with openings. 
The staff can help find 
training for those desiring 
a change of careers or 
those who are newly en-
tering in the work force.

“We have seen a lot of 
jobs open up,” Doubleday 
said. “People can register 
for a job in our database 
and get job referals. 
Some people may need 
training. We can help with 

resume development and 
review interview skills.”

Doubleday said the 
computer database 
they use pulls jobs from 
other websites as well as 
companies they partner 
with.

CareerSource will 
provide many resources 
they offered before clos-
ing due to coronavirus. 
Some services may have 
a different method of 

CareerSource Heartland has jobs and training
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CareerSource Heartland is now open by appointments. Masks 
and social distancing are requested. This picture was taken 
before the coronavirus forced the business to temporarily close.

By INGRID UTECH
CORRESPONDENT

Every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau 
conducts a count of the U.S. population. 
Every homeowner and every renter in 
the nation is required to fill out a ques-
tionnaire that includes a short series of 
questions about his or her housing unit 
and household members living in the 
unit.

The questionnaire does not include 
questions about citizenship. The Census 
Bureau also removes all personally 
identifiable information, so no person 
or household is recognizable, as the data 
are processed.

In mid-March, Highlands County 
homeowners and renters received a 
postcard in the mail, inviting them to 
answer the 2020 Census questionnaire 
either online, by phone, or by mail, 
based on their location on April 1. At the 
time, the deadline to respond was July 
31. Because the COVID-19 pandemic 
interfered with normal activities, the 
deadline has been extended to Oct. 31.

Data from the census helps the 
federal government allocate funding to 
state and local governments for critical 
programs and services. It also helps local 
governments, businesses and non-profit 
agencies determine their need for new 
and improved services, facilities, and 
infrastructure.

The count is also used to reappor-
tion the 435 seats in the House of 
Representatives and to redraw congres-
sional, state, and local district boundar-
ies within states.

In 2010, 74% of households answered 
the U.S. Census questionnaire. Florida’s 
response rate was 71%, and Highlands 
County’s response rate was 59.2%. The 
Census 2020 challenge at all levels of 
government is to surpass those rates.

The Census Bureau provides updates 
on the status of Census 2020 on its 
website.

To date, 60.6% of households across 
the United States have filled out the 
questionnaire.

Florida’s response rate is 58%. 
Minnesota has the highest response 

Your help is needed 
to increase the 
county’s Census 

2020 response rate
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The 2020 Census can be filled out online.

By ROBERT MILLER
NEWS CLERK

SEBRING — The last couple of 
months have seen Americans stay-
ing indoors and socially distancing 
themselves from others. Some took 
this uninterrupted alone time to 
finish that novel they were working 
on and get it ready for publication. 
Three such individuals share more 
than a love for the written word. They 
also share a connection to Highlands 
County.

A Lake Placid resident for the past 
20 years and writer of Urban and 
issue-driven fiction, B. Benedict 
Braddock just released his new book, 
“The Common Life of Casey Malone.”

A bit different from Braddock’s usual 
works, “The Common life of Casey 
Malone” depicts the life of a young 
woman who must deal with bullying, 
abuse and domestic violence. “There 
is some adult language as well as 
non-graphic scenes of abuse that 
some readers may find disturbing,” 
said Braddock.

The book released this past April 
and has already seen success in 
Europe, Australia as well as the United 
States.

“The Common Life of Casey 
Malone” is available in print and as an 
e-book on Amazon.com or by search-
ing Author B. Benedict Braddock on 
Facebook.

Former Highlands News-Sun 
reporter Gary Robert Pinnell used the 
time in quarantine to finish his debut 
novel, “To Daddy, Who I Never Loved.”

While technically a fiction novel, 
Pinnell’s book is based on his real life 
experience of hitchhiking to California 
from Oklahoma. When at age 15 he 
made the decision to leave home and 
find his birth father.

“When I was 15, I was unhappy,” 
said Pinnell. “I was bullied in high 
school, another condition I thought 
was unique to me. I had also been 
bullied by my older brother since 
birth.”

Pinnell found his father’s P.O. Box 
and with $25 in his pocket, hitchhiked 
1,700 miles. “When I found him, he 
said, ‘Don’t you have any gumption? 
Go back to your mama. Don’t you 
know I don’t want you?’”

Now retired at 67 and living back in 
Oklahoma, Pinnell is ready to show 
the world what has been eight years in 
the making. “When I was a newspaper 
reporter, I wrote one or two stories 
a day, 250 words each, five days a 
week, for about 35 years,” said Pinnell. 

“That’s 13,000 stories, my handy-dan-
dy Apple computer calculator tells 
me. But that’s different from plotting 
and writing a 70,000, 320-page novel. 
So one of the purposes of writing ‘To 

Daddy, Who I Never Loved,’ was to 
learn how to write a novel.”

Now that his debut novel is out, 
Pinnell looks to his next book. “My 
Mac holds files for about 50 novels or 
non-fiction books I plan to write in 
the future. Of course, I’m 67, so I may 
not finish them all.”

“To Daddy, Who I Never Loved” 
is available on Amazon.com as an 
e-book and the paperback will be 

Based on a true story
Braddock, Pinnell 
and Reed use real 

life subjects to 
inspire new books
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Author Gary Robert Pinnell’s debut novel 
“To Daddy, Who I Never Loved,” a fictional 
story based on his real life experiences, is 
available now.

“When I was 15, I was 
unhappy. I was bullied 
in high school, another 
condition I thought was 
unique to me. I had also 
been bullied by my older 

brother since birth.”
Gary Robert Pinnell

Author of  “To Daddy, Who I Never Loved.”
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Get your business financing advice and money 

management tools from your local community bank!  We take 

pride in fast, personal service, without all the banking fees.

TOTALLY FREE 

BUSINESS CHECKING!
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