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By INGRID UTECH
CORRESPONDENT

Florida dairy farmers 
were excited in April 
when Congress au-
thorized a $19 billion 
Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program 
(CFAP) to benefit farmers 
and ranchers, which 
would be administered 
by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA). 
They were even happier 
when USDA set aside 

$2.9 billion of those funds 
for direct aid to U.S. dairy 
producers.

But USDA’s implemen-
tation of this program has 
been disappointing. It has 
set ceilings on payments 
awarded to the farmers. 
Those ceilings have been 
low, even though the 
funds are there to make 
much higher payments.

The shutdown of the 
economy due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
had a devastating impact 

upon the dairy industry. 
Not only did it force some 
dairy farmers to dump 
surplus milk, give milk 
away, and cut back on 
milk production; it also 
led to extreme volatility 
in the prices farmers are 
paid for their milk.

Florida’s losses have 
been more severe than 
those in many other 
states in part because 
many of Florida’s ap-
proximately 75 dairies 
are larger than the U.S 

average.
Florida is also a fluid 

milk state. Most of the 
milk produced goes into 
drinkable milk in various 
container sizes. Florida 
does very little manu-
facturing of other dairy 
products like cheese, 
butter, yogurt or ice 
cream.

“The income loss to 
Florida dairy farmers 
could exceed $70 million 

Florida dairy farmers upset over USDA’s implementation of program
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Dairy farmers have faced severe income losses as a result of 
school and restaurant closings.
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For the second straight 
day, Florida saw an 
increase in excess of 2,000 
new COVID-19 cases with 
the release of Sunday’s 
numbers by the Florida 
Department of Health. 
There were 2,016 new 
cases of the coronavirus, 
marking the fourth con-
secutive day Florida has 
added at least 1,900 cases. 

The overall state tally is 
now 75,568 cases.

It was one of the largest 
testing days for Florida, 
with the second-highest 
number of tests given and 
the positive testing rate of 
5.37% was the lowest the 
state had seen since June 
6. More than 50,000 tests 
were recorded for the day 
and Florida has given 
1,409,992 tests in total.

The state has seen 

2,931 deaths and 11,942 
hospitalizations.

The news wasn’t all bad 
for Highlands County, 
which saw an increase of 
just one on a day in which 
more than 100 tests were 
tabulated. Highlands 
County has now seen 
171 cases, which have 
resulted in nine deaths 
and 43 hospitalizations.

DeSoto County added 
13 new cases to bring 

its total to 361, more 
than double the cases 
of Highlands County, 
and the county has 
seen 10 deaths and 45 
hospitalizations.

Glades County saw four 
new cases with Sunday’s 
numbers. One of the four 
was correctional facility 
related, where 56% of the 
county’s cases have come 
from.

There were seven new 

cases in Hardee County to 
bring its total to 196 and 
Okeechobee County had 
a rough day with 17 new 
cases and now has seen 
183 cases.

Palm Beach County had 
the largest jump of any 
county in the state with 
391 new cases, followed 
by Dade (284) and Lee 
County, which saw 202 
new cases.

Franklin and Gulf 

counties have each seen 
fewer than 10 cases.

There are two testing 
events scheduled this 
week. Testing is free; no 
insurance is required.

The first testing event 
will be from 5-7 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 16 at the 
Florida Department of 
Health, 7205 S. George 
Blvd. in Sebring. Call 

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County commissioners will 
take one final look at their priorities for 
the coming budget year, according to the 
agenda for Tuesday’s meeting.

The meeting agenda, dominated by 
hearings on rezoning property, closing a 
road and accepting a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity for an ambu-
lance company, county commissioners 
will discuss their priorities with County 
Administrator Randy Vosburg.

Vosburg also has, under his part of the 
agenda, a report on response efforts for 
COVID-19 and preparedness efforts for this 
year’s hurricane season, which officially 
began two weeks ago.

Priorities for the board, as listed in 
agenda materials, are to:

- Establish a countywide road repaving 
and maintenance program, which the list 
states has been completed.

- Develop a standard fire house design 
for the entire county and continue to 
improve the fire and emergency medical 
services department.

- Establish the best route through the 
county for the proposed Southwest Florida 
Connector toll road between Collier and 
Polk Counties.

- Develop a plan of action for utility 
extensions.

- Build reserves for up to 3.5 months of 
operations and plan for a millage reduc-
tion, which may be hampered by expected 
reductions in revenue thanks to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

- Make hurricane shelter upgrades, to 
include establishing a pet-friendly shelter.

- Design and prepare a succession plan 
for county administration.

- Streamline county bureaucracy to 
protect and grow the local economy by 
expanding existing businesses and keeping 
an eye on new opportunities.

- Improve the recycling program, which 
is on hold at the moment as the hauler 
has the processing facility closed and has 
asked for, but been denied, a rate increase 
to cover costs for the program.

County Attorney Joy Carmichael will also 
give the status of current legal issues for 
the county.

Commissioners will also consider a 
resolution to recognize national Child Care 
Appreciation Day, which took place on 
May 8, according to the agenda.

The one action item on the agenda is 
for the direct sale of seven county-owned 
surplus properties, expected to bring in 
$11,280, total.

Commissioners may 
set final priorities
Rezoning hearings 

to dominate meeting

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Sarah 
Creekmore, who has served 
the last five years as execu-
tive director for Highlands 
County Habitat for 
Humanity, has announced 
she’s moving on.

“I will miss my Habitat 
work deeply, but I am very 
excited to start this new 
season in life as I focus on 
taking care of my family,” 
Creekmore said via text 
Saturday regarding her 
recent resignation. “The 
Habitat board of directors 
will be making a formal 
announcement about that 
new executive director very 
soon.”

Creekmore noted in a let-
ter to staff and volunteers 
last Thursday, that during 
those five years, Habitat 
has:

• Built 17 new energy-effi-
cient homes, with two near 
completion.

• Completed 56 emergen-
cy or critical home repairs, 

often with new metal roofs.
• Created the “Highlands 

Hammers Back” initiative 
to help people repair and 
rebuild following Hurricane 
Irma.

• Moved the operating 
budget from the red to the 
black.

Creekmore said that her 
family had grown in the 

last five years, starting with 
marriage and now a young 
son.

Several months ago, she 
moved away from Florida 
to begin the next chapter 
of her life, but during that 
time, the local Habitat 
board of directors had 
asked her to continue to 
serve while they looked for 
a new leader.

“I was glad to help in this 
way because it allowed your 
[Habitat] affiliate to contin-
ue its forward momentum,” 
Creekmore said. “Then, the 
unexpected happened. You 
guessed it: COVID-19.”

That pushed her final day 
to June 30, and also took 
away any opportunity to 
have a proper in-person 
good-bye party.

However, as one final 
accomplishment for the 
five year, she listed the fact 
that the affiliate retained all 
of its employees during the 
recent pandemic shutdown, 
and wished Habitat staff 
and volunteers and the 
Highlands County commu-
nity continued success.

“In the weeks and years 
ahead, I look forward to 
seeing how you continue 
to build strength, stability, 
self reliance and affordable 
housing solutions for 
individuals and families 
throughout Highlands 
County,” Creekmore said. 
“Today and every day I wish 
you health and happiness.”

Creekmore resigns from Habitat

Recalls tenure with 17 new homes, 20 paid mortgages
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Sophia Powell, at right, slices through a ceremonial ribbon to officially start the housewarming party for her family’s new Habitat for 
Humanity home in Avon Park in March 2018. With her on the porch are, from left: Alan Jay Wildstein, whose company sponsored the 
house; Jill Cleveland with Habitat for Humanity International; Highland Habitat Executive Director Sarah Creekmore and Sophia’s husband, 
Bishop Tyrone Powell holding their youngest, Josiah Powell.

From left, Emerald and Eternity, daughters of Edrick and Shekita 
Lockett, join Highlands Habitat for Humanity Executive Director 
Sarah Creekmore on stage for 2018’s Blessing of the Businesses 
Annual Prayer Luncheon.
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