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Back-to-School Bash!

Sumter County Fair Grounds
Sat., August 6, 2022 • 10 am - 2 pm

7620 State Rte 471, Bushnell, FL 33513

Free food, haircuts, backpacks, vaccines, games  & more

Vaccines Available 
    for Children 5-18

4th Annual

*Vaccines are free if child is unin-
sured or has Medicaid

If you are interested in                  
becoming a sponsor or 

partner call 352-569-2910 
for more information.

All children must be present to receive school supplies. 

Supplies are first come, first serve.

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS!!
THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS!!

 Teacher 
of the Year
Amanda Parker

Editor’s note: The Sum-
ter Sun Times is publishing 
a series on Teacher of the 
Year nominees over the 
summer months. Each of 
the teachers spotlighted 
were Teacher of the Year 
by their school and went on 
to compete at county level. 
This is week seven in the 
series and the final week, 
with the focus on Sumter 
County’s Teacher of the 
Year, Amanda Parker.

Sumter County’s Teacher 
of the Year, Amanda Parker, 
believes teaching is import-
ant because, “children are 
our most important asset. 
We are helping shape the 
next generation, one way or 
another, whether we mean 
to or not. “Our students 
come from various families 
and situations, and regard-
less of what that looks like, 
we are called to not only ed-
ucate, but nurture, inspire, 
understand, appreciate and 
above all else - love them.

“A child’s school may 
be the only place they get 
a warm meal or words of 
encouragement. It may 
be the only place they can 
get lost in a book, color a 
picture, learn social norms, 
fail without judgment and 
feel safe.

“Teachers may not get it 
all right, every day, but we 
show up and try our very 
best to make a difference 
in the lives of our students,” 
she said.

Parker has been a math 
instructional coach for 
10 years now, currently at 

Residents continue  
battle against extension

By Editor Brenda Locklear
A group of residents are continuing their effort to get 

county commissioners on board for a “no build” policy, 
regarding a potential expansion to Florida’s Turnpike that 
will impact communities along the northwest side of In-
terstate 75.

 
The group of residents and state activists met at 4 p.m. 

on July 26, prior to that evening’s commission meeting. 
They met at the Everglades Regional Recreation Center in 
The Villages. An estimated 35 to 40 people showed up. The 
participants came wearing protest T-shirts and carrying 
signs and posters, with some of them speaking to the crowd 
for about 25 minutes, according to Michael McGrath, of the 
Sierra Club.

 
McGrath has been working with the residents on the issue. 

He said more than 100 people attended the Commission 
meeting that followed.

 
Residents from Royal, Tillman's Hammock, Wildwood 

and The Villages, along with state activists, were expected.
 
McGrath said the actual Commission meeting included 

about two hours of comments from the public all opposed 

to the expansion and urging the Commission to take a “no 
build” stance.

 
While the Commission sent a joint letter to the state 

earlier, the letter also included a particular route as the 
preferred route, if the state goes forward with the expansion.

 
McGrath said they want the county to make their position 

very clear to the state, as a “no build” position.
 
“The clearest message they can send is they want the 

“no build” option,” he said, noting they want to see the 
residents represented and their homes and the environment 
protected.

 
He said with the corridor that they’re trying to petition, 

it will still take out the west side of Royal and portions of 
Tillman’s Hammock, as well as go through various South-
west Florida Water Management lands.

 
McGrath has been working on the project for the Sierra 

Club, since 2019, and he said
along with residents’ concerns, it’s incongruent with 

Back-to-School 
Bash

It’s the Langley Health Services Fourth 
Annual Back-to-School Bash – Saturday, 
Aug. 6 at the Sumter County Fairgrounds.

Free food, haircuts, vaccines, back-
packs, school supplies and more. Vaccines 
are free if the child is uninsured or has 
Medicaid.

The event is designed for children ages 
five through 18.

All children must be present to receive 
school supplies – supplies are first come, 
first serve.

The event is set from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and the location is 7620 S.R. 471, 
Bushnell.

Supply Giveaway 
Back-to-School 

Bash
Coleman – from noon to 5 p.m. on 

Saturday, Aug. 6.
Hosted by the Southern Christian 

Leadership Foundation, the event 
will include care packages for col-
lege freshmen, free school supplies, 
free food, groceries and more, while 
supplies last.

Hair stylists will be on site to provide 
services at a discount price.

The event will be held at 4606 Lime 
Street in Coleman. For more informa-
tion, call 352-492-9577.

Backpack 
Giveaway

Saturday, Aug. 6, from 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. at the Lake Panasoffkee 
Recreation Park – 1582 C.R. 459.

Food, music, gifts, fun and free 
backpacks, while supplies last.

Detectives 
investigating 

shooting death 
of Oxford man

Just after midnight, on 
Saturday, July 30, 2022, the 
Sumter County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice (S.C.S.O.) responded to 
the report of a shooting and 
death at the Dam Pub in Lake 
Panasoffkee.

Once they arrived, depu-
ties reportedly found Shaun 
Farkus, of Oxford, dead from 
an apparent gunshot wound, 
according to the sheriff ’s 
office.

Detectives are currently 
following leads and speak-
ing with witnesses, asking 
that anyone who may have 
witnessed the incident, or 
has information about the 
incident, come forward and 
give a statement.

According to the sheriff ’s 
office, a person involved has 
been identified and is coop-
erating with the investigation 
and they report that there 
is no threat to public safety 
stemming from the incident. 

The investigation is active 
and ongoing, no additional 
information will be released 
at this time.

If anyone has informa-
tion about this case please 
contact the Sumter County 
Sheriff ’s Office at 352-793-
2621 or to remain anony-
mous contact Crimeline at 
1-800-423-TIPS (8477

Two different 
families need 

help after 
losing home 

to fire
Two families in Sumter 

County have lost their homes 
to fire, in recent days.

The first family, with three 
school-aged children, lost 
their home on Monday, July 
25 in Bushnell.

The second family, also 
with three school-aged chil-
dren, lost their home on 
Wednesday, July 27 in Wild-
wood.

South Sumter Middle 
School is taking donations 
and items can be dropped 
of at the front office during 
office hours. Please call the 
school at 352-793-2232 to 
ensure they are open, when 
you plan to make a delivery.

Please ensure the donations 
are clearly marked for “Family 
1” or “Family 2”. 

Family 1: According to 
the school, immediate needs 
are mostly taken care of by 
community organizations 
and the family has temporary 
housing.

They are still in need of the 
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