
HIGHLANDS NEWS-SUN
VOL. 102 | NO. 167 | $1.00      YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1919        An Edition Of The Sun

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Lottery ........................... A2
NASCAR .......................... B3
Obituaries ........................ A7

Around Town .................... D1
Classifieds ...................... C1-6
Comics .........................B5-8
Highlands Health................ D1

TV Listings ...................... C10
Viewpoints ....................... A6
Weather .........................A10

Good morning To
Carol Olsen

Thanks for reading! newssun.com
facebook.com/
newssun

twitter.com/
TheNewsSun

AP ready to find developer for Brickell Building
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The City 
of Avon Park is ready to 
advertise for a real estate 
developer to revitalize 
and redevelop the Brickell 
Building.

On Monday, the City 
Council approved the 
request for proposal that 
seeks “proposals from 
qualified and experienced 
real estate developers 
interested in undertaking 

the development of the 
site located at 2 — 12 East 
Main Street.”

Councilwoman Maria 
Sutherland said Tuesday, 
“I am really excited about 
it.”

There are two develop-
ers from out of the county 
who have been interested 
in the building for nearly 
two years, she said.

“I am hoping we will 
have a good response, but 
all we need is one,” she 
said.

“We approved it [RFP] 
with some minor changes 
just to make it a little 
more global in its reach 
and as soon as they get it 
tweaked they will adver-
tise it for 60 days and we 
will go from there.”

The RFP states, “the 
City’s vision is selling the 
property to a developer 
who will revitalize the 
property, while preserving 
its historical nature.

“Due to the impor-
tance of this particular 

downtown development 
site, it is the intention of 
the City to consider cer-
tain development incen-
tives to assist in making 
the project feasible which 
might include, but not be 
limited to, conveyance of 
the property at no cost, 
the payment of certain 
impact fees, housing 
incentives, tax increment 
rebates, etc.”

The two-story building, 
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The Avon Park City Council approved a request for proposal 
Monday in an effort to find a real estate developer to redevelop 
the Brickell Building, which has been vacant for many years.

Commission 
OKs garbage 
increase up  

to $240

Final amount 
pending negotiations

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County commissioners 
gave official approval Tuesday to renego-
tiate a garbage assessment up to $240 per 
household per year.

Whether or not it gets that high de-
pends on negotiations between county 
administration and the garbage hauler, 
Waste Connections, as well as commis-
sioners’ decision at the second hearing 
on Aug. 3. County Administrator Randy 
Vosburg said the increase won’t pay more 
to the hauler, but would preserve the 
amount the county gets.

The contract approved in fiscal year 
2016-17 set a rate of $173 per house-
hold. The hauler receives an “escalator” 
increase each year to match increas-
ing costs, as County Attorney Sherry 
Sutphen explained. In Tuesday’s reso-
lution, commissioners agreed 4-1, with 
Commissioner Arlene Tuck dissenting, to 
let Vosburg negotiate an increase in the 
annual residential assessment to as much 
as $240, if needed. It can go lower, but the 
resolution sets it no higher than that.

Currently, according to County 
Engineer Clinton Howerton Jr., the 
assessment needs to go up to $181.76 to 
break even. Vosburg said he expects it to 
be “south of 240 [dollars].”

“It’s kind of a difficult situation, a dif-
ficult conversation, we know,” Howerton 
said. “None of us want to go up on these 
fees [or] necessarily wish to do this, but 
this is one of those things that we feel is 
necessary.”

In the next two or three years, the 
county will need to open another 20-year 
cell of the landfill to go alongside the 
current cell, now 24 years old, Howerton 
said. The solid waste fund needs $12-
$14 million to do that, but if revenue 
shortfalls continue, and the county keeps 
bolstering solid waste operations with 
reserves, he said that fund could go into 
the negative in five years.

Commissioner Kevin Roberts calculat-
ed that the county is losing approximately 
$338,922 per year in revenue, based on 
the number of households. Howerton 
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Fire destroys Mary Bell 
Landing home

By JOHN GUERRA
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — When Highland County 
firefighters found themselves low on 
water during a house fire on Lake 
Istokpoga Tuesday afternoon, they 
drew water from a nearby canal.

As a thick column of black smoke 
climbed above the lake, firefighters 
turned from empty tanker trucks 
to Engine 7-1 from West Sebring 
Volunteer Fire Department to draw 
water from the canal.

“We’re drafting out of the canal 
to get water supply, because we’ve 
already run out of water on one engine 
pumper, which had 1,000 gallons on 
it, and a brush truck, with another 
300 gallons of water on it,” Highlands 
County Public Safety Director and Fire 
Chief Marc S. Bashoor said.

Tuesday’s fire was a rare opportunity 
for the fire department to use the 
device at the scene of a fire; the engine 
usually fills pumpers as they run from 
the water source to a fire, sometimes a 
mile or farther away.

“Having it in the backyard [of a 
house fire] is pretty phenomenal,” 
Bashoor said. “To actually be able to 
pull an engine straight in at the fire 
scene and fill water hoses from the 
canal using the engine is unusual. It’s 
usually somewhere remote where the 
engine is supplying tankers that are 
going back and forth.”

The one-story home, at 23 Mary Bell 
Landing Road, was engulfed in flames 
as firefighters donned protective gear 
and air tanks on the front lawn.

Several neighbors sitting on golf 
carts watched as Fire Lt. Kevin Cornine 
and a dozen other emergency re-
sponders operated equipment under 
a light afternoon rain. Cornine, who 

donned protective equipment and 
oxygen, briefly searched the home, but 
found no one inside.

One neighbor, Ashley Parent, said 
she heard what sounded like a light-
ning strike. She smelled smoke when 
she came outside to investigate.

“I went outside and saw all the 

smoke when it first started,” she said. 
“It could have started from all the 
lightning.”

Bonnie Fineout, who lives across the 
canal from the fire, also heard what 
sounded like a lightning strike.
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Fire fully engulfed this home on Mary Bell Landing Road in Sebring Tuesday afternoon. Fire Chief Marc S. Bashoor said firefighters cut power to 
the house as soon as they arrived on scene. No one was home at the time of the blaze.
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A Highlands County paramedic helps Lt. Kevin Cornine, of the Highland County Fire Service, 
with his oxygen tank. Cornine searched the burning home in the background and found no 
occupants.
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Commissioner Kevin Roberts confirms with 
County Engineer Clinton Howerton Jr., not 
shown, that the $173 annual residential garbage 
assessment brings in $350,000 to $400,000 less 
than is needed and should be $182 to break 
even. Commissioner Arlene Tuck, at right, 
suggested former commissions failed by setting 
a rate and giving annual increased payments to 
the hauler, but not making automatic annual 
rate increases.
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