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Public comments vary on African 
American strategies conference
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Many citizens 
commented at Tuesday’s School 
Board of Highlands County 
meeting on the earlier discus-
sion about an upcoming, out-
of-state conference focused on 
the college readiness of African 
American students.

At the Feb. 14 meeting, the 
School Board approved the 

travel of three district adminis-
trators to Chicago in March for 
the College Board’s “A Dream 
Deferred” conference, but the 
approval was by a 3-2 vote with 
“no” votes from Board Members 
Nicole Radonski and Reese 
Martin.

According to the College 
Board, the conference is 
focused on the state of college 
readiness for African American 
students and provides a forum 

for sharing best practices, key 
data, and research to drive 
measurable actions to ensure 
access to opportunity.

At the School Board meeting 
earlier this week there was 
criticism of the board members 
who voted against staff attend-
ing the conference, while others 
voiced support for those board 
members.

Ukraine: Drone footage shows scale of Bakhmut’s destruction
By The Associated Press

BAKHMUT, Ukraine (AP) — Amid the 
smoking ruins, a lone dog pads in the 
snow, surely unaware — or perhaps too 
hungry to care — that death rains down 
regularly from the skies on the rem-
nants of this Ukrainian city that Russia 
is pounding into rubble.

But for now Bakhmut stands — 
growing as a symbol of Ukrainian 
resistance with each additional day that 
its defenders hold out against Russia’s 

relentless shelling and waves of Russian 
troops taking heavy casualties in a 
months-long but so far futile campaign 
to capture it.

New video footage of Bakhmut 
shot from the air with a drone for The 
Associated Press shows how the longest 
battle of the year-long Russian invasion 
has turned the city of salt and gypsum 
mines in eastern Ukraine into a ghost 
town, its jagged destruction testament 
to the folly of war.

The footage — shot Feb. 13 — shows 
no people. But they are still there — 
somewhere, out of sight, in basements 
and defensive strongholds, trying to 
survive. Of the prewar population of 
80,000, a few thousand residents have 
refused or been unable to evacuate. The 
size of the garrison that Ukraine has 
stationed in the city is kept secret.

Tire tracks on the roads and foot-
prints on the paths covered with snow 
speak to a continued human presence. 

In one shot, a car drives swiftly away in 
the distance. Graffi ti spray-painted on 
the charred, pockmarked outer walls 
of a blown-out storefront also show 
people are or were here.

“Bakhmut loves Ukraine,” it reads. 
Next to that is the stencilled face of 
Valerii Zaluzhnyi, the command-
er-in-chief of Ukraine’s armed forces, 
holding up two fi ngers in a V-for-victory 

McGowan takes 
role she learned 

from elders
By JOHN GUERRA
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — In 
June 2021, Queenie 
Roux drove from 
Sebring to Atlanta 
with her young 
daughters. She had 
connected with an 
Atlanta organization 
that helps single 
moms get a new 
start, fi nd a job and 

a place to live.
Instead of starting a new life, Queenie 

and her 3-year-old daughter Queen – as 
well as an unborn baby – died in an 
automobile crash on I-75 outside the 
city. Queenie’s Sebring neighbors, Velma 
Moses and Rashael Reed, organized a 
memorial for Roux, her daughter Queen 
and unborn child at Citrus Terrace 
Apartments where Queenie once lived.

Someone at the memorial spoke up and 
said, “You have 30 seconds. Tell someone 
you love them now. Hug someone now.” 
The voice belonged to Ada McGowan, 
who, like Queenie, has six children of her 
own. And, like Queenie, McGowan had 
been a young mother trying to fi nd a way 
forward for her chicks.

“I have grown in many ways, thank 
God,” McGowan said, remembering her 
days as a 20-something mom. “For my six 
kids, there wasn’t much in our communi-
ty to do.”

‘Pick your hard’

Dream comes true for single mom
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Alex Kling is a single 
mom of a child with special needs. She 
never thought she could afford to own 
her own home. Through working with 
Hicoria Pines Homes, Inc. and a obtain-
ing a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) loan, she too now owns a piece 
of the American Dream. In January, 
Kling closed on her house in Sebring.

Kling opened her new home last 
Friday to show others their dreams can 
come true. Many local dignitaries were 
also in attendance such as Highlands 
County Commissioners Scott Kirouac 
and Arlene Tuck and Sebring Mayor 
John Shoop. Kling works at Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce Animal Services 
and many of her co-workers and fellow 
deputies showed up to see her new digs 
and show their support.

Guests were treated to a tour of 
Kling’s beautiful three-bedroom, two-
bath home. She opted out of a garage in 
order to add other touches she wanted. 
Kling’s craft room/offi ce in her master 
suite was the envy of all the women 
and some men. The master bedroom 

had a tray ceiling, walk-in closet and 
large en suite as well. The home is on 
a large lot with plenty of space for kids 
and pets to run.

Hicoria Pines Homes President 
Tiffany Green said the clients are able 
to pick out their fl oor plan if they are 

building.
Upgraded touches could be found 

throughout Kling’s home: granite 
counter tops, tray ceilings in the bed-
room and living rooms, and a vaulted 
ceiling in the kitchen. The kitchen is 
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Alex Kling is a new homeowner who thought owning 
her own home would never be a reality.
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Alex Kling is proud of her new Sebring home that she shares with her son.

Find the latest edition of 
Welcome Home Heartland in 
today’s Highlands News-Sun. 
This monthly magazine is your 
premier real estate guide for 
Highlands County and beyond.
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Sebring High School teacher Danielle 
Pressley at Tuesday’s meeting of the 
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Hicoria Pines Homes President Tiff any Green 
gave guests an explanation of the USDA loan 
process.
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Hicoria Pines Homes CEO Dean Wallace 
welcomed Alex Kling into her new home.
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Must be 21 years old to play slots and table games. Must be 18 years old to play Bingo. Must be a Unity Member to participate in casino promotions. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.  
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