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By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP MEDICAL WRITER

COVID-19 booster shots 
may be coming for at 
least some Americans but 
already the Biden admin-
istration is being forced to 
scale back expectations — 
illustrating just how much 
important science still has 
to be worked out.

The initial plan was to 
offer Pfi zer or Moderna 
boosters starting Sept. 20, 
contingent on authoriza-
tion from U.S. regulators. 
But now administration 

offi cials acknowledge 
Moderna boosters prob-
ably won’t be ready by 
then — the Food and Drug 
Administration needs 
more evidence to judge 
them. Adding to the com-
plexity, Moderna wants its 
booster to be half the dose 
of the original shots.

As for Pfi zer’s booster, 
who really needs another 
dose right away isn’t a sim-
ple decision either. What’s 
ultimately recommended 
for an 80-year-old vacci-
nated back in December 
may be different than for 

a 35-year-old immunized 
in the spring — who 
likely would get a stronger 
immunity boost by waiting 
longer for another shot.

FDA’s scientifi c advisers 
will publicly debate Pfi zer’s 
evidence on Sept. 17, 
just three days before the 
administration’s target. If 
the FDA approves another 
dose, then advisers to 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
will recommend who 
should get one.

That’s tricky because 
while real-world data 

shows the vaccines used 
in the U.S. remain strongly 
protective against severe 
disease and death, their 
ability to prevent milder 
infection is dropping. It’s 
not clear how much of that 
is due to immunity waning 
or the extra-contagious 
delta variant — or the 
fact that delta struck just 
as much of the country 
dropped masks and other 
precautions.

When to jump to boost-
ers “becomes a judgment,” 
said Dr. Jesse Goodman of 
Georgetown University, a 

former FDA vaccine chief. 
“And is that urgent or do 
we have time for the data 
to come in?”

Already the CDC is 
considering recommend-
ing the fi rst boosters just 
for nursing home residents 
and older adults who’d be 
at highest risk of severe 
disease if their immunity 
wanes — and to front-line 
health workers who can’t 
come to work if they get 
even a mild infection.

Some other countries 

COVID-19 boosters are coming but 
who will get them and when?
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Maria Oramas gets a dose of the Pzifer COVID-19 vaccine, Monday, Aug. 9, 2021, in Miami.
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5  YEARS OF CONSTANT, SUPERB CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Custom. Convenient. Comfortable.

We’ve been open & will continue to be open for you - following CDC guidelines...CALL US FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Monday - Friday 9am-4pm

863-385-3497
lampekieferhearing.com

NT TODA

Over-the-ear 
Solutions

Custom molded 
to your unique 

ear canal

NOW 

RECHARGEABLE

Custom means the hearing aid is custom molded to fit your 
unique ear canal comfortably and securely. Multiple color options 

allow you to be discreet or show off your new in-ear device.

We accept most insurance including 
Federal BCBS & Empire Plan
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