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By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Sebring City 
Council will discuss whether or 
not have the annual Christmas 
parade and also talk about pos-
sible cancellation of Halloween 
trick-or-treating due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The City Council will meeting 
at 6 p.m., Tuesday.

Sebring Police Chief Karl 
Hoglund will discuss trick-or-
treating this year in light of the 

pandemic, the agenda notes.
Given the circumstances 

surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic and the risks as-
sociated with possible virus 
transmission while people are 
in large crowds and gathering, 
Chief Hoglund would like a rec-
ommendation from staff and 
Council as to whether trick-or-
treating should be approved or 
cancelled for 2020, according to 
the agenda.

Ian Belanger is the presenter 
on the Christmas Parade issue.

The Avon Park/Sebring 
Jaycees have coordinated the 
Sebring Christmas Parade for 
many years. The Christmas 
Parade is the City’s largest 
annual event drawing thou-
sands of spectators, the agenda 
states. The event requires much 
coordination and effort on the 
part of the Jaycees.

Jaycee member Belanger will 
discuss with staff and Council 
whether or not the parade 

Sebring Council to discuss holidays

PHIL ATTINGER/STAFF

AdventHealth’s Christmas train brings cheer to the crowd during last year’s 
Sebring Christmas Parade.

STAFF REPORT

With 10 new COVID-19 
cases showing up on Sunday’s 
release of numbers by the 
Florida Department of Health, 
Highlands County continued 
its crawl towards the 2,000-case 
barrier. The county has now 
seen 1,996 cases, which con-
sists of 1,987 resident cases and 
nine involving non-residents.

After seeing seven deaths 
in Saturday’s update, there 
were no additional deaths on 
Sunday’s report, keeping the 
county death toll at 77.

With 333 cases (17%) related 
to long-term care facilities, 
Highlands County is still more 
than twice as high as the state 
average of 7% of cases being 
tied to a long-term care unit. 
The county’s death rate of 4% 
is also twice as high as the state 
average.

The county’s 10 new cases 

did come from 416 processed 
tests, yielding a positivity rate 
of just 2.4% for new cases, the 
lowest the county has seen in 
the past 13 days.

There have been 209 hospi-
talizations for COVID-19, which 
is 11% of all cases, which is 
close to twice the state average 
that sees 6% of cases requiring 

hospitalization. There were 
27 currently hospitalized as of 
Sunday.

Nearby, DeSoto County saw 
just one new case out more 
than 50 tests, so a good day on 
the testing front there. They 
have now had 1,534 cases.

Glades County saw one new 
case out of 11 tests and has had 

a total of 475. More than half 
of the county’s positive results 
are correctional facility related, 
with 272 of the cases tied into 
corrections.

Hardee County had an 
increase of 13 positives out of 
just 82 tests, giving a positivity 
rate of 15.85%. Hardee County 
has seen double-digit positivity 

rates in 10 of the last 14 days 
and has had 1,224 cases.

Okeechobee County saw nine 
new cases out of 88 tests for 
a positivity rate of 10.23% It’s 
the second straight day with a 
double-digit positivity rate for 
Okeechobee County, with the 
previous 12 days all in single 
digits. There have been 1,333 
cases in the county.

The news was good for the 
state overall, with 2,423 new 
cases and a positivity rate of 
4.26%, the lowest the state has 
seen in the past two weeks. The 
state now stands at 663,994 
cases, with 656,485 of those 
being Florida residents. There 
have been 7,509 non-resident 
cases.

There were eight new deaths 
reported, bringing the total to 
12,764. Of those, 156 deaths 
have been non-residents.

County nears 2K virus mark

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County commissioners 
will have a resolution in front of them 
Tuesday to support the creation of the 
Southwest-Central Florida Connector.

The resolution supports a route that 
would send that corridor through por-
tions and Hendry and Glades Counties 
to then run north through Highlands 
toward southern Polk County, with inter-
changes on State Roads 70, 66 and 64.

The resolution, also in favor of the 
program that would create the corridor, 
the Multi-use Corridors of Regional 
Economic Significance (M-CORES) 
program, also states that the county, its 
incorporated communities and its spe-
cial districts supports the improvement 
of its existing transportation infrastruc-
ture network.

Legislative Affairs Grants Coordinator 
Sydney Armstrong is scheduled to pres-
ent the resolution, which would have no 
immediate budget impact.

In the past, the commission has 
spoken in support of the corridor project 
in general and in favor of improving 
road and communication infrastructure, 
overall.

Also on the agenda for the Board of 
County Commission is a public hearing 
on a Large-Scale Plan Amendment for 
text amendments to the Highlands 
County 2030 Comprehensive Plan to 
provide for higher housing density in the 
county.

To be presented by Planner II Danna 
Riddell for approval and transmittal to 
the Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity, the proposed amend-
ments would allow higher densities 
for affordable and workforce housing, 
address intensity and density require-
ments throughout various future land 
use designations, delete redundancies, 

Commission asked 
to support M-CORES 

through county
Housing, cycling and 

‘Disabled American Veterans 
Day’ also on agenda

By ROBERT MILLER
NEWS CLERK

SEBRING — Much like 
the title of Jimmy Buffett’s 
new album, living in the 
time of COVID-19 has been 
like Life on the Flipside.

Social gathering re-
strictions and limits to 
the number of patrons in 
restaurants and bars have 
all led to changes across 
the board. But despite it all, 
the Heartland LakeSharks 
Parrot Head Club has 
continued to serve the 
community of Highlands 
County and usually to the 
sounds of Jimmy Buffett 
and Trop Rock.

One of 215 Parrot Head 

clubs around the world, 
the Heartland LakeSharks 
Parrot Head Club is made 
up of people who enjoy the 
sounds of Jimmy Buffett 
and Trop Rock, as well as 
helping out their commu-
nity. “Our motto is ‘party 
with a purpose’,” said John 
Howard, president of the 
Heartland LakeSharks.

The Club holds monthly 
meetings for its members 
called Phlockings. These 
meetings see Trop Rock art-
ists brought in for members 
and guests. More than an 
excuse to party, the Club 
also collects items for local 
charities.

Charity with a purpose

Heartland LakeSharks continue to give back
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The Heartland LakeSharks Parrot Head Club recently donated $500 to RCMA in Lake Placid. For September, the Club will be collecting items 
for Pawsitive Effects, Inc. From left to right: Rosa and Janet from RCMA; John, Linda, Marilyn and Amy from LakeSharks Parrot Head Club.
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For the month of August, the Heartland LakeSharks Parrot Head Club 
donated school supplies to the School Board of Highlands County that 
were collected during that month’s Phlocking. September’s Phlocking 
is scheduled for Sept. 27 at Caddy Shack Bar & Grill in Sebring.
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