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AVON PARK — South Florida 
State College will be reopening 
all of its campus locations to the 
public on Monday, May 18.

Most staff members had been 
working off campus due to the 
COVID-19 precautions, but now 
all staff members will be report-
ing to work at their regularly 
assigned campus location.

In a message to staff, SFSC 
President Thomas Leitzel 
said, safety precautions will 
be followed and there will be 
additional safety protocols in 
place in offices that have direct 

contact with students to protect 
employees.

AA classes will remain online 
for the remainder of the sum-
mer terms. Applied Sciences 
and Health Sciences classes may 
resume instruction that was 
delayed from the spring term.

Students in workforce pro-
grams will also be contacted to 
inform them of the reopening 
schedule.

Workforce class schedules 
may be staggered and class sizes 
will follow safe social distancing 
with class capacities operating 
at 10 or fewer persons, accord-
ing to Leitzel.

Kelly’s (cafeteria) on the 

Highlands Campus will open 
for business on Monday from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily.

Patrons may eat inside the 
Johnston Student Center as long 
as capacity does not exceed 
25%. Patrons must adhere to 
safe social distancing while 
inside this facility.

College officials continue to 
monitor the COVID-19 situa-
tion, and a decision regarding 
classes for the fall will be 
forthcoming following various 
meetings and discussions with 
key individuals, including 
representatives from the SFSC 
Faculty Council, according to 
Leitzel.

SFSC reopening campuses to the public on Monday
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South Florida State College is reopening its campuses to the public on 
Monday.
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SEBRING — With one more case 
on Friday, the Highlands County total 
number of COVID-19 cases now stands 
at 104 with 35 hospitalized during the 
course of the pandemic.

The death toll in Highlands County 
remains at eight with the most recent 
death in Highlands counted by the 
Florida Department of Health on April 
22.

The Highlands cases listed by munici-
pality includes: Sebring — 48; Avon Park 
— 31; Lake Placid — 14 and Venus — 3.

The total number of cases in Florida is 
44,811 with 1,964 deaths.

The Florida Department of Health 
Highlands will be having more drive-th-
ru COVID-19 testing events on the 
following dates:

• Tuesday, May 19 from 9-11 a.m. at 
the Lake Placid Camp and Conference 

Virus count at 
104 in Highlands 

County
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SEBRING — Two people were arrested 
in connection with Thursday evening’s 
accidental shooting at Cadagua Drive 
in Sun ‘N Lake that took place about 
10:15 p.m. Thursday. The incident result-
ed in the death of a 17-year-old male.

Lance Braden Bleiweiss, 
20, was arrested Friday 
evening after leaving the 
scene on Thursday and was 
charged with manslaughter. 
He was being held in the 
Highlands County Jail as of 
5 p.m. on Saturday with no 
bond.

Alexander Lloyd 
McGregor, 18, was arrested 
at the scene of the incident 
Thursday and charged 
with possession of a weap-
on or ammo by a felon. 
McGregor’s exact charge 
listed the Highlands County 
inmate search is 790.23.1b, 
which states, “It is unlawful 

2 arrested in 
accidental 

shooting death
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LAKE PLACID — Peggy 
Scott never saw her hus-
band’s class ring and never 
got to wear it when they 
dated. Soon after Dixie 
Howell Scott received his 
Class of 1955 ring, during 
senior year, he soon lost 
it while swimming in a 
Crescent City lake.

Before his retirement, 
Dixie served on the Lake 
Placid Town Council, and 
as mayor of the small town. 
Dixie established Scott 
Funeral Home on Interlake 
Boulevard. Peggy and Dixie 
were married 43 years. Dixie 
died in 2006.

The ring she thought 
she would never see, was 
found about two weeks ago 
by treasure hunter Chris 
Smith who was searching 
Crescent Lake’s bottom. 
Smith’s father Benjamin 
was metal detecting on the 
beach. Smith was using a 

fairly unsophisticated metal 
detector when he found the 
ring about 15 feet deep in 
about an inch and a half of 
muck.

“It was a miracle, seeing 
that gold,” Chris Smith 
said. “I saw the year and 
“Crescent” and was almost 

sure we could find who it 
belonged to.”

Despite having a spot in 
an antiques store, Smith 
never thought of keeping 
the ring.

“I feel if I can find the 
owner, then it is not mine,” 
he said.

Near the ring were a 
coupe of cinder blocks and 
a gun. Smith was a little 
concerned about what 
he would find when they 
looked for the owner. He 
was pleasantly surprised 
when he showed a neighbor 
the ring and through several 
people and through social 
media, they had informa-
tion on the owner quickly.

Chris showed a neighbor, 
Paul Ruth, his find. Ruth 
took pictures and put the 
ring on Facebook to search 
for its owner. Melissa Frank 
private messaged Ruth 
and asked for the initials 
engraved on the ring. Frank 
called her mother, Donelle 
Wilhite, who still lives in 
Crescent City.

“I asked my mom if she 
had her yearbook. My mom 
graduated in 1956. She said 
she did and there was only 
one person with the initials 
DHS in the book. My mom 

Ring returns to family after 65 years

COURTESY PHOTO/GIRDLEY

Peggy Scott got a look at her late husband’s class ring for the first time. She is seen her with her daughter and granddaughters. From left is 
Hannah Girdley, Peggy Scott, Angela Girdley and Grace Girdley.
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Angela Girdley holds her father’s class ring. She never saw the ring 
before, as her father lost in while swimming in a lake in 1955.
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