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Court blocks controversial pesticide on citrus crops
By JIM SAUNDERS

NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE — In a victory for environmental 
and farmworker groups, an appeals court has over-
turned federal approval of a controversial pesticide 
that supporters say could help fight a disease that has 
caused heavy damage in Florida’s citrus industry.

The decision this week by a panel of the U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia came 
amid federal and state legal battles about the use of 
the pesticide aldicarb on citrus crops.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 
January approved the use of aldicarb in the produc-
tion of Florida oranges and grapefruit. That drew 

a court challenge from the Center for Biological 
Diversity, the Environmental Working Group and the 
Farmworker Association of Florida, which argue, in 
part, that the pesticide threatens the health of workers 
and wildlife.

In April, the Florida Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services denied an application to use 
aldicarb, spurring a separate state challenge from the 
pesticide company AgLogic Chemical, LLC.

This week’s decision by the federal appeals court 
came after the Environmental Protection Agency 
acknowledged that it had not made a required “effects 
determination” under the Endangered Species Act be-
fore giving approval in January, shortly before former 
President Donald Trump left office.

The court approved a motion by the environmental 
and farmworker groups to vacate approval, or “regis-
tration,” of the pesticide.

Florida Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried 
issued a statement late Tuesday praising the decision.

“This ruling acknowledges that the Trump admin-
istration’s registration of aldicarb violated federal law 
and that the pesticide’s environmental effects would 
remain unconsidered for years to come,” Fried said. 
“I remain fully committed to working with Florida’s 
proud citrus growers to support solutions for our 
state’s signature crop without risking human, animal 
and environmental health.”
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SEBRING — It would be ideal if a side-
by-side display of a historical photograph 
of the Washington Heights community 

but unfortunately, we have 
been unable to locate one.

Just a short walk from the 
“City on the Circle” is the 
community of Washington 
Heights. As with many older 
neighborhoods, Washington 
Heights needs both aes-
thetic and infrastructure 
improvements. Recognizing 
these needs, a group of local 

community leaders, current and former 
residents, as well as business owners, 
have come together to form a non-profit 
organization to promote increased public 
participation in local government, and 
work towards making local government 
more responsive to the community’s 
needs.

The newly formed Washington Heights 
Community Action Network (WHeCAN) 
will be a 501©3 organization with a vision 
for the future of the businesses and fam-
ilies of Washington Heights. WHeCAN’s 
vision is “to foster a vibrant, prosperous 
and growing Washington Heights neigh-
borhood through extraordinary commu-
nity engagement, empowerment, and 
development.”

The Washington Heights Community 
Action Network’s (WHeCAN) Board of 
Directors are: founding member Angel 
Wiggins, president and CEO; founding 
member Megan Toney, vice president; 
Winnie George McGhee, treasurer; Aisha 
Alayande, communications director; 
Robert Olds, chair of large projects; 
LaVaar Scott and Teresa Hall, both mem-
bers at large.

Speaking of the goals of WHeCAN, 
Wiggins said, “WHeCAN is a grassroots 
organization of community stakeholders 
who have come together to act as the 
voice of the Washington Heights commu-
nity seeking to influence governmental 
decisions that affect us within our neigh-
borhoods ... where we live, work, play, 
shop, study and raise our families.”

Wiggins further stated that she and 

County honors 39  
volunteer firefighters

Volunteers contributed 545 combined years of service

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Local volunteer fire-
fighters’ years of service went without 
formal recognition last year during the 
start of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Highlands County Fire Rescue 
officials and the Board of County 
Commissioners made up for that 
Tuesday night with an awards cere-
mony and reception, complete with 
a cake shaped like a fire helmet and 
rolled hose. All told, 39 volunteers 
received honors for a combined 545 
years of service, the longest being 41 
years from Leisure Lakes Volunteer 
Fire Department Chief Daniel Holmes 
Sr. Leisure Lakes Assistant Chief 
Douglas Pugh has 40 years.

HCFR Chief Marc Bashoor noted 
the commitment people have made 
to answer several calls per month, 
unwavering, for several years, missing 
family events and memories to see 
to the protection of other’s homes, 
property and lives. He told commis-
sioners that he hopes they and future 
commissions will continue to support 
the Length of Service Awards Program 
(LOSAP), enacted to help Highlands 
County Fire Rescue reward volunteers 
through recognition, gas allowances 
and monthly stipends based on years 
of consistent service.

With it, Bashoor said, the county 

might be able to retain and attract 
volunteers, saving the need to hire 
large numbers of paid staff for as 
long as possible. HCFR has 101 paid 
positions and 105 volunteer firefight-
ers. Of volunteers, 60 run less than two 
calls per month, 20 run two to four 
calls a month, 17 run four to 10 calls 
and eight run 10 calls or more. “Active” 
participation depends on how many 
calls a department runs per month.

“It takes a very special person to be 
a volunteer,” Commission Chair Scott 
Kirouac said. Leisure Lakes Volunteer 
Firefighter Warren “Brad” Eddington 
and his wife, Rachel Eddington, 
agreed.

“It’s a commitment,” said Brad 
Eddington, who has put in 10 years, 
so far. “It’s very rewarding, that they’re 

COURTESY PHOTO/HIGHLANDS COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Volunteer fire chiefs had to take the helmet 
off this cake first before cutting slices for 
their fellow firefighters. It was made to honor 
volunteer firefighters on Tuesday night for 
their years of faithful service to Highlands 
County.
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Highlands County honors Leisure Lakes volunteers for four decades each of service to the 
community: Fire Chief Daniel Holmes Sr. for 41 years and Assistant Chief Douglas Pugh for 
40 years. Shown are from left, front to back: Assistant County Administrator Laurie Hurner; 
Holmes; Pugh; County Administrator Randy Vosburg; Highlands County Fire Rescue Chief Marc 
Bashoor, and County Commissioners Scott Kirouac, Kathy Rapp, Kevin Roberts and Arlene Tuck.

Shooting investigation, police still seeking answers
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Answers to what happened at 
Saturday’s early-morning shooting have remained 
elusive for Sebring police, for now.

Police Cmdr. Curtis Hart said Tuesday that officers 
have tried to learn more from victims and witnesses 
about a multiple-firearm incident shortly after 
midnight Saturday in the vicinity of Lemon Avenue 
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. All four 
victims survived their wounds, but getting conclusive 

information has proven difficult from 
victims, witnesses and the community.

One victim had wounds to the upper 
torso and leg, Hart said, and underwent 
surgery on Saturday. Of the two others 
scheduled for surgery that day, one had 
a wound in an upper shoulder and the 
other had wounds to the leg and arm.

The fourth, JoMichalle Mack, was 
treated for a lower leg wound, Hart said, 
then arrested for possession of a firearm 

by a convicted felon. Arrest reports state that one 

witness identified him as having a handgun while on 
MLK Jr. Boulevard and of using that gun to shoot in 
her direction.

Evidence at the scene corroborates a witness 
statement that several guns were fired during the 
altercation. Hart said the police investigation is still 
open, and anyone with information may contact Det. 
Stephen Williams at the Sebring Police Department, 
863-471-5108.

People may also contact Heartland Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-226-TIPS (8477) or www.heartlandcrimestop-
pers.com. Anonymity is guaranteed.
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With 81 years of fire service between them, 
Leisure Lakes Volunteer Fire Chief Daniel 
Holmes Sr., at left, watches while Assistant 
Chief Douglas Pugh cuts the cake at Tuesday 
night’s celebration of years of consistent 
service for 39 volunteer firefighters. Holmes 
had the most with 41 years. Pugh was second 
with 40.
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Rachel and Brad Eddington enjoy some cake 
at a reception to honor volunteer firefighters 
like Brad for several years of consistent 
service. Brad Eddington has put in 10 years 
with Leisure Lakes Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, and pledges to continue ‘as long as I 
am able.’
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