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The fi rst Americans inoculated 
against COVID-19 began rolling 
up their sleeves for their second 
and fi nal dose Monday, while 
Britain introduced another vac-
cine on the same day it imposed 
a new nationwide lockdown 
against the rapidly surging virus.

New York State, meanwhile, 
announced its fi rst known case 
of the new and seemingly more 
contagious variant, detected 
in a man in his 60s in Saratoga 
Springs. Colorado, California 
and Florida previously reported 
infections involving the mutant 
version that has been circulating 
in England.

The emergence of the variant 
has added even more urgency to 
the worldwide race to vaccinate 
people against the scourge.

In Southern California, inten-
sive care nurse Helen Cordova 
got her second dose of the Pfi zer 
vaccine at Kaiser Permanente 
Los Angeles Medical Center 
along with other doctors and 
nurses, who bared their arms 
the prescribed three weeks after 
they received their fi rst shot. The 
second round of shots began 
in various locations around the 
country as the U.S. death toll 
surpassed 352,000.

“I’m really excited because 
that means I’m just that much 
closer to having the immunity 
and being a little safer when I 
come to work and, you know, 
just being around my family,” 
Cordova said.

Over the weekend, U.S. gov-
ernment offi cials reported that 
vaccinations had accelerated 
signifi cantly. As of Monday, the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said nearly 4.6 mil-
lion shots had been dispensed in 
the U.S., after a slow and uneven 
start to the campaign, marked by 
confusion, logistical hurdles and 
a patchwork of approaches by 
state and local authorities.

Britain, meanwhile, became 
the fi rst nation to start using the 
COVID-19 vaccine developed 
by AstraZeneca and Oxford 

University, ramping up its 
nationwide inoculation cam-
paign amid soaring infection 
rates blamed on the new variant. 

Britain’s vaccination program 
began Dec. 8 with the shot devel-
oped by Pfi zer and its German 
partner BioNTech.

Brian Pinker, an 82-year-old 
dialysis patient, received the 
fi rst Oxford-AstraZeneca shot 
at Oxford University Hospital, 
saying in a statement: “I can now 
really look forward to celebrating 
my 48th wedding anniversary.”

The rollout came the same day 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
announced a new lockdown for 
England until at least mid-Feb-
ruary. Britain has recorded more 
than 50,000 new coronavirus 
infections a day over the past six 
days, and deaths have climbed 
past 75,000, one of the worst 
tolls in Europe.

Schools and colleges will gen-
erally be closed for face-to-face 
instruction. Nonessential stores 
and services like hairdressers will 
be shut down, and restaurants 
can offer only takeout.

“As I speak to you tonight, 
our hospitals are under more 
pressure from COVID than at 

Vaccination drive enters new phase
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Miami-Dade County Fire Rescue paramedic, Capt. Javier Crespo, right, administers a COVID-19 vaccine shot to Peachie 
Tresvant, 68, Monday, Jan. 4, 2021, at Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami.
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Syringes containing the Pfi zer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, are shown before 
being administered, Monday, Jan. 4, 2021, at Jackson Memorial Hospital in 
Miami.
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Investing in your hearing is 
investing in your quality of life.
Working within the medical community in Sebring, FL, our clinic 
provides a variety of digital and programmable hearing aids, 
plus healthcare services including hearing assessments and 
rehabilitation, education, and counseling. Our clinic also fits and 
dispenses sophisticated hearing aids and related devices to suite 
all types of hearing loss and lifestyles. Assessments regarding the 
level of amplification that would be best suited to our patients 
are generally completed following a comprehensive hearing 
evaluation by a qualified hearing healthcare professional.

Everyone Deserves To Hear 
All The Sounds Of Life

Sleek, wireless accessories 

stream the sounds you love 

directly to your Livio Edge 

AI hearing aids. Enjoy your 

favorite music, TV shows and 

phone calls with excellent 

sound quality.
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Monday - Friday 9am-4pm • Wed. 10am-3pm

863-385-3497
lampekieferhearing.com

130 S. Commerce Ave. • Sebring, Florida
Convenient Parking & 3 Entry Doors into our practice, Handicap accessible

Over-the-ear 
SolutionsCustom molded to your 

unique ear canal
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