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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands 
County allegedly had its first 
official positive novel coronavi-
rus case Saturday morning, but 
the report turned out to be an 
error.

The online tally by the Florida 
Health Department showed 
seven tests sent for verification 

and one positive result: A 
woman who lives in the county. 
However, local officials said they 
could not verify that because 
the Health Department had not 
officially notified the county.

“We do not have a case,” 
said Highlands County Public 
Information Officer Gloria 
Rybinski on Saturday. “They are 
testing the system and updated 
it with a case.”

Shortly after Rybinski spoke 
with the Highlands News-Sun, 
a push notification went out 
to subscribed wireless phones 
notifying residents that the 
one positive case was in error, 
and promising to post a press 
release online as soon as the 
state provided an explanation.

A social media post for 
the county also stated the 
same, a verbatim repost of 

a message emailed out at 
12:15 p.m. Saturday by Amanda 
Tyner, community programs 
administrator for the Florida 
Department of Health for 
DeSoto and Highlands counties.

“The Florida Department of 
Health dashboard is currently 
showing an error that reflects 
one positive case in Highlands 
County,” the post stated. “We 
currently DO NOT have a 

positive case in our county.”
The post goes on to say that 

the state health official had 
requested an updated press 
release with an explanation.

“As soon as we get it, we will 
share it with you,” the post said.

Rybinski said it’s good news 
that the county does not have 
any official cases of the virus 

Highlands County shows false positive for COVID-19 
Report blamed on website error

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Principals 
have been meeting with 
district administrators 
online this week in prepa-
ration for starting virtual 
school for all School Board 
of Highlands County 
students on March 30.

“We have been meeting 
virtually; We have been 

able to communicate back and forth; We 
get updates to them very quickly,” said 
Superintendent Brenda Longshore.

There were 10 or less principals in a 
room with four rooms used across the 
district, she said. They will be using the 
same technique with their faculties on 
Monday.

So there will be 10 or less in any open 
space and they will be using the virtual 
meetings with their faculties and staff as 
well as email and those types of things, 
but if they want to do something as a 
group they will do it virtually, Longshore 
said.

They planned to test having all prin-
cipals connected today in a “Google 
hangout” to check the capacity for that 
type of work, she said.

The teachers will be creating virtual 
classrooms all week next week as they 
work to be ready to serve the district’s 
students on March 30.

Deputy Superintendent Andrew 
Lethbridge said all of the meetings they 
are doing now are done on the telephone 
or on Google hangout.

“Even for our meeting here today for 
our own staff, we split up into different 
groups, smaller groups, in different meet-
ing rooms telephonically with Google 
hangout.

Lonshore said she sent out a memo and 
a short video on Thursday to all staff as 
they look forward to Monday. She wants 
to communicate well with staff and ease 
some of their anxiety as they start this 
new model of instruction.

Concerning online instruction, the 
district states it has distributed over 140 
hotspots, through the 1Million Project, 
to district high school students to access 
digital resources.

The district is investigating partner-
ships with service providers to provide 
internet access to students while schools 
are closed.

District students in grades six through 
12 already have a district provided mobile 
device. Students in grades three through 
five will be issued a district provided 

District prepping 
in small groups for 
virtual instruction

County students 
set to begin online 

school on March 30
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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — By now, 
everyone should know to 
protect themselves from 
the novel coronavirus by 
keeping their distance and 
washing their hands.

Have you also cleaned 
your countertops at home, 
your doorknobs, your key-
board (like the one writing 
this article) or your clothes?

Officials at the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) say 
part of everyone’s daily dis-
infection routine should in-
clude all frequently-touched 
surfaces and objects: Tables, 
countertops, light switches, 
doorknobs, cabinet and 
drawer handles, and ac-
cording to some infection 
prevention specialists, our 
clothes and our selves, as 
soon as we return home.

How do we make sure we 
do it right? The CDC has 
advice on that, too.

You may also ask, why? As 
long as things are wiped up 
with a paper towel, what’s 
wrong?

It just so happens that 
novel coronavirus can stay 
infectious on surfaces for as 

long as three days, accord-
ing to study results released 
this week by the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH). 
You may have read that 
here, but it bears repeating 
— often.

The virus stayed alive up 
to three hours in the air, four 
hours on copper — which 
has traditionally been a 
great surface to kill bacteria 
and viruses — 24 hours on 
cardboard and two to three 
days on plastic or stainless 
steel.

The CDC and World 
Health Organization also 
advise that people take 
special care to disinfect their 
clothes, which would likely 
carry the virus as long as 
cardboard or even as long as 
plastic.

You avoid picking up, 
carrying or transferring the 
virus to anything or anyone 
by:

- Avoiding close contact 
with anyone who is sick.

- Not touching your eyes, 
nose and mouth before 
washing your hands.

- Staying home if you are 
sick.

Wash your hands, counters, clothes

Sanitizing a key part of virus protection
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A state representative uses hand sanitizer that was provided for lawmakers outside the House Chamber at the State House, Tuesday in 
Augusta, Maine.
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Get your business financing advice and money 

management tools from your local community bank!  We take 

pride in fast, personal service, without all the banking fees.

TOTALLY FREE 

BUSINESS CHECKING!
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