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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — If all goes well 
Tuesday, the county commis-
sion and the county’s garbage 
hauler will have a discussion 
over the hauler’s “habitual 
violator” status.

The county agenda, as 
published Friday, had Waste 
Connections and its legal 

counsel on the meeting to 
make an appeal of that 
designation, which County 
Administrator Randy Vosburg 
assigned to the hauler on May 
7.

On May 11, Waste 
Connections’ attorney Grant 
J. Smith sent a page and a half 
strongly-worded letter dis-
agreeing with that declaration, 
stating that the county had no 

history of default on which to 
base the decision. If they had, 
he said, the county should have 
served the company with notic-
es of default, as required under 
Sections 12 and 13.2(g) of the 
contract.

Tuesday’s agenda packet 
includes a 101-page docu-
ment, topped by a May 13 
letter from County Attorney 
Sherry Sutphen and packed 

with letters and emails from 
residents and county staff, 
including County Engineer 
Clinton Howerton Jr., who 
oversees solid waste operations 
for the county. The document 
contains letters and printed 
emails between residents and 
county staff and/or county 
commissioners and details 
complaints of missed pickups 
and comingling of garbage and 

recycling loads from using the 
same truck for both.

The document listed sev-
eral commercial pickup sites 
that the hauler misses or has 
missed frequently in the past. 
They include Orange Blossom 
Fellowship Mobile Home Park 
on County Road 17A, Lake 
Placid Camp Florida Resort 

Waste Connections to get hearing Tuesday
101-page document outlines violations

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Florida took a big step backward 
in its battle with COVID-19, as the 
Florida Department of Health reported 
45,604 new resident cases with its 
weekly Friday report, which is nearly 
double the 23,697 new cases of in-
fection from a week ago. The state’s 
positivity rate climbed once again to 
11.5%, which is more than double the 
5% rate recommended by the World 
Health Organization before reopening 
completely.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) shows Florida with 
a seven-day average of 6,104 cases per 
day. On June 15, the state’s seven-day 
average was 1,543 new cases per day.

White House COVID-19 coordinator 
Jeff Zients said Friday that Florida is 
accounting for roughly 20% of all new 
cases in the country.

The state reported 59 new deaths for 
the seven-day period of July 9-15. The 
new total of 38,388 resident deaths is 
231 more than the cumulative total of 
38,157 that was reported a week ago. 
The difference in the two numbers is 
due to the lag time in classifying a death 
as a COVID-19 death, which can take 
weeks to months in some cases.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention shows Florida with a sev-
en-day average of 553 new COVID-19 
hospital admissions per day; those 
numbers have not been seen since 
March. The previous week there were 
359.3 new admissions per day.

Highland County wasn’t immune 
to the uptick in new cases either. The 
county saw 113 new cases and a posi-
tivity rate of 12.4%. The previous week 
there were 67 new cases of coronavirus 
and a positivity rate of 8.6%. Highlands 
County has now seen a total of 9,000 
cases.

The state’s vaccine numbers continue 
to drop, as the majority of people who 
wanted to be vaccinated have already 
been so. The state administered 224,326 
doses during the week, which was 
the fifth straight week for declining 
vaccines.

There were 291 people vaccinated 

State’s COVID 
numbers 
rapidly 

climbing
Florida accounting 

for one-fifth of cases 
nationally

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — West Sebring 
volunteer firefighters broke 
ground this week on their 
9/11 memorial.

“We had to get it started,” 
said Firefighter Antonio 
“Tony” Perez, who has 
worked along fellow mem-
bers to get commemorative 
paver bricks sold to sponsor 
the work.

The first brick sold over 
Memorial Day weekend, to 
honor the “344th firefight-
er,” Fire Patrolman Keith 
Roma, who lost his life on 
Sept. 11, 2001, after saving 
200 lives in four separate 
trips up Tower 1 of the 
World Trade Center.

West Sebring Fire has sold 
several bricks since then, 
Perez said. So far, that’s 120 
bricks, said Billy Kingston, 
long-time member of the 
volunteer department and 
full-time firefighter as a bat-
talion chief with Highlands 
County Fire Rescue.

Kingston has promised 
that Roma’s name and 
many others will be at the 

Hammock Road memorial, 
for all people to see and 
remember. He wants all 344 
names on the path, and has 
a lot more bricks to sell in 
under two months.

“This is not a ‘West 
Sebring’ memorial. This 
is about a memorial for 
Highlands County to re-
member what happened on 

9/11,” Kingston said earlier 
this year. “What better place 
than on the multi-use path 
on Hammock Road?”

Start roughly
In or around 2007, when 

the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey sent 
a 796-pound section of an 
I-beam from the build-
ing to the volunteer fire 

department, it was one of 
150 pieces sent in answer to 
local department requests 
all over the United States, to 
have a piece of the tragedy 
to memorialize the civilians 
and first responders who 
died there.

Scott Mann, retired 
volunteer chief, said it was 
at Station 9 off Sebring 
Parkway, then moved to 
Station 10, when the county 
built that second station on 
Hammock Road.

Around 2015, Mann said, 
the department had an 
open house on a plan for 
a memorial and started a 
fund drive for it.

“We wanted it to be the 
best since there was only 
one [WTC beam] in the 
county,” Mann said. “We 
wanted to go above and 
beyond and make it the 
best.”

When Hurricane Irma 
hit in September 2017, that 
stopped all plans going 
forward. At the same time, 
the county began talks of 
setting up a combined paid 

Saving a piece of history, tragedy

Buy a brick or climb stairs for 9/11 memorial
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A section of steel I-beam, salvaged from the wreckage of the World Trade Center, waits at West Sebring Volunteer Fire Department Station 10 
to become a memorial to the firefighters lost to the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.
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MENT

An overlay shows where the planned 9/11 memorial will go at West 
Sebring Volunteer Fire Department Station 10 on Hammock Road. 
Plans are to have it finished and ready to dedicate by Sept. 11 of this 
year, the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks and less than two 
months from now.
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Welcome to your community bank for responsive, personal service 

where a person always answers the phone and can connect you 

with business professionals who can make a difference for you. 

YOU CALL. 
A PERSON ANSWERS. 
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