
Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Looking for a bank with a positive approach? Bank with Heartland as a 

refreshing alternative. We’re here to find solutions for your business! 

ATTITUDE 
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The Highlands News-Sun will close its 
office at noon Tuesday, Dec. 31 and will 
be closed Wednesday, Jan. 1 in obser-
vance of New Year’s Day. The office will 
reopen at 8 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 2.

Office closing 
early Tuesday

By KIM LEATHERMAN
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – The Florida Department 
of Health’s weekly flu review shows 
an increasing trend for influenza and 
influenza-like illnesses for week 51, Dec. 
15 to Dec. 21. One Florida child died 
from influenza during week 50. The child 
contracted the flu before receiving a 
vaccination. Three pediatric deaths have 
been reported this flu season.

Officials from the DOH are urging 
people to get vaccinated against the flu 
as the best defense from it, especially as 
flu season is about to peak. According 
to the the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, data collected over 
the past 30 years states that, although 
influenza can be found throughout, 
it is more prevalent between October 
and February. The DOH said the peak is 
between December and February.

“Get your flu shot now; it’s not too 
late,” the DOH website urges. “Annual 
vaccination is the best way to protect 
yourself and your loved ones from 
influenza and its potentially severe 
complications.”

The Victoria B lineage is the most 
prevalent strain at the time of the report. 
The current vaccine guards against the 
Victoria B lineage. The week 50 report 
also shows the majority of cases have 
come from schools and facilities that 
cater to children. It is hoped that will 
slow down because of the winter breaks.

Although the DOH recommends the 
vaccinations to everyone except those 
with certain immune and allergy issues, 
there are those who are at a higher risk.

Children under 2 years old should 
be vaccinated, especially those with 
certain medical. Ask your pediatrician 
for advice.

The DOH said the vaccines reduce 
a child’s likelihood of dying by 60%. 
Pregnant women and adults over 
65-years-old are considered high risk for 
the potentially deadly virus and should 
get vaccinated, according to the DOH.

Influenza 
trend on rise, 

DOH urges 
vaccinations

COURTESY/FDOH

Influenza reports for week 51.

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Ag Angels, a 
charity that has spent the last 
13 years providing Christmas 
gifts of toys and clothes to 
children, just had its most 
successful year.

Scott Kirouac, founder and 
chairman of Ag Angels Inc., 
announced Friday that in 
this year’s 45-day campaign, 
he was able to raise $86,000 
to help local children, a new 
record for the charity, which 
has raised $450,00 in the last 
13 years — $300,000 of that in 

the last four years.
“I would never imagine, 

in a thousand years it would 
evolve into this,” Kirouac 
said. “It’s been an amazing 
journey.”

Each year, the funds raised 
by Ag Angels go to local 
schools and children’s organi-
zations to get Christmas gifts 
and clothes for children who 
would have no toys or new 
clothes otherwise.

It started long ago when he 
was at Woodlawn Elementary 
School for one of the children 

Ag Angels raises, distributes $86K for needy children
Charity now serves 1,500 children

COURTESY PHOTO/AG ANGELS INC.

Scott Kirouac formally donates funds collected from Ag Angels Inc. 
to the School Board of Highlands County so that teachers in various 
public schools may buy toys and new clothes for needy kids at Christ-
mastime. Pictured are, from left, board members Donna Howerton, 
Bill Brantley and Jill Compton-Twist; Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Brenda Longshore; Kirouac, and board members Jan Shoop and Isaac 
Durrance.

By ROBERT MILLER
NEWS CLERK

SEBRING — Anyone 
driving past the intersection 
of Kenilworth Blvd. and 
Lakeview Drive will see 
a ghost of Sebring’s past 
looking over Lake Jackson 
like a sentinel standing 
watch. Kenilworth Lodge 
was once a vibrant, bustling 
place that people flocked 
to not just for the view, 
but for the history and the 
prestige. Now, the historical 
landmark is boarded up and 
empty, a shell of its former 
glory.

Built in 1916 by George 
Sebring, Kenilworth Lodge 
was the first grand hotel 
to be built in what would 
become Highlands County. 
The Lodge had 117 rooms by 
1919 and those were usually 
all filled. The Kenilworth’s 
two biggest competitors, 
The Jacaranda and Harder 
Hall, weren’t built until 1926. 
For 10 years, the Kenilworth 
was king.

The Lodge sat on over 300 
acres and overlooked Lake 
Jackson. The golf course 
started outside the hotel’s 
back doors, Kenilworth had 
its own beach and fresh cut 
flowers appeared in guests 

rooms daily from the formal 
garden on the property. 
Inside the hotel guests 
could find a beauty parlor, 
barber shop, movies in the 
lobby twice a week and an 

orchestra for dining and 
dancing. There was a large, 
roaring fireplace, huge lobby 
and a covered patio where 
guests could relax and look 
out onto Lake Jackson.

Kenilworth Lodge 
accommodated guests 
from all over the country. 
Important guests over the 

A faded star

Kenilworth Lodge leaves behind a century of memories

ROBERT MILLER/STAFF

Kenilworth Lodge, pictured here in December 2019, overlooks Lake Jackson, empty and boarded up. The former hotel was condemned in 
2016.
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Kenilworth Lodge was built in 1916 by George Sebring, founder of the city of Sebring. Soon after it 
would have 117 rooms, a golf course, a pool and even its own beach.
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