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Homeless campsite removed 
from Sebring Parkway area

By CINDY MARSHALL
HIGHLANDS SUN EDITOR

SEBRING — What appeared to be 
roadside trash free for picking along 
the Sebring Parkway on Friday was ac-
tually the belongings from a homeless 
campsite that had been removed from 
a nearby property.

It was hard enough for the people 
living on the street to deal with being 
evicted but to watch others from the 

public stop by in their cars to rummage 
through their belongings was even 
more difficult for them to swallow.

“What do they think they are doing,” 
said one 26-year-old transient man, 
who did not want to be identified, as 
he watched an older couple pull over 
on the side of the road, get out of their 
car and pick through their items.

The young man, who will be referred 

Civilians flee town as 
Ukrainian pullout looms

By MSTYSLAV CHERNOV 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KHROMOVE, Ukraine (AP) — Pressure 
mounted Saturday on Ukrainian 
troops and civilians hunkering down in 
Bakhmut, as Kyiv’s forces tried to help 
residents flee the beleaguered eastern city 
amid what Western analysts say may be 
preparations for a Ukrainian withdrawal.

A woman was killed and two men were 
badly wounded by shelling while trying to 
cross a makeshift bridge out of Bakhmut 
on Saturday, according to Ukrainian 
troops who were assisting them. A 
Ukrainian army representative who asked 

not to be named for operational reasons 
told The Associated Press that it was now 
too dangerous for civilians to leave the 
city by vehicle, and that people had to flee 
on foot instead.

Bakhmut has for months been a key 
target of Moscow’s grinding eastern offen-
sive, with Russian troops, including large 
forces from the private Wagner Group, 
inching ever closer to Kyiv’s key eastern 
stronghold.

An AP team near Bakhmut on Saturday 
saw a pontoon bridge set up by Ukrainian 
soldiers to help the city’s few remaining 

Lenard Carlisle 
hopes to keep 
breathing life 
into Sebring

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Sebring City 
Council incumbent Lenard B. 
Carlisle Jr. was born in 1949 in 
downtown Sebring.

He explained, “My mother’s 
family came to Sebring in the 
late ‘20s; not sure when my 
dad’s family moved here, but I 
think in the ‘30s.

“I have lived here all my 
life other than my time in the 
Army. I served my country 
with pride. I now want to keep 
serving my city because I love 
Sebring.”

Carlisle is seeking reelec-
tion, making him one of five 
candidates vying for three 
council seats in the March 14 
election.

As a councilman, Carlise 
said, he has tried to help 
downtown grow.

“The first time I ran nine 
years ago, my number one 

CALISLE

Tom Dettman 
plans for 

growth with 
‘hometown 

feel’
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Council 
President Tom Dettman is 
hoping for another term on 
the council that oversees 
a place he loves. He is one 
of five candidates vying for 
three seats on the Sebring 
City Council in the March 14 
election.

“The City of Sebring is very 
special to me and my family,” 
Dettman said.

Many know him as “Chief” 
Tom Dettman because of his 
nearly 19 years as city police 
chief.

He has served the past six 
years on the City Council.

“These are exciting times 
for our great city. We need to 
be prepared for future growth 
and yes, it is coming,” he said.

“Though growth is inev-
itable, we need to keep a 

Harrison 
Havery ready 
to give back

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Harrison 
Havery is one of five candi-
dates vying for three seats on 
the Sebring City Council in 
the March 14 election.

Havery is a third gener-
ation downtown resident. 
His grandmother moved to 
Sebring and set her roots on 
South Commerce Avenue.

“That’s were my dad, Harry, 
was born and raised,” Havery 
said.

He attended South Florida 
State College and earned his 
bachelor’s degree in business 
supervision and management.

After college, he moved to 
Montana to do something 
completely different, he said. 
It turns out Montana is very 
cold, and that did not work 
out well for the Florida native.

“Coming back to Sebring 
after about two years in the 
cold, I realized how much I 
took Sebring for granted,” 
Havery said. “The community, 

HAVERY

Bobbie Smith-
Powell ready 
to help shape 

Sebring
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Bobbie Smith-
Powell is among five candi-
dates vying for three seats on 
the Sebring City Council in 
the March 14 election.

She said her upbringing 
on her family’s 116-acre farm 
in Georgia has equipped her 
with the skills and mindset 
to work hard as a member of 
Sebring’s city council.

Her post-secondary edu-
cation, including a doctorate 
degree, placed her in em-
ployment positions where 
she utilized accounting and 
business management skills, 
strategic planning, shared 
decision-making techniques, 
legal research and meeting 
facilitation skills.

She said her experience as 
a business owner, a parent, a 
spouse, an educator, a social 
worker, a pastor, and a board 
member on numerous boards 

POWELL-SMITH

Josh Stewart 
wants Sebring 
to stay family-

friendly
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Josh Stewart is 
among five candidates vying 
for three seats on the Sebring 
City Council in the March 14 
election.

Stewart is a lifelong 
Sebring resident, a graduate 
of the University of Florida 
with a degree in Building 
Construction, and a local 
business owner.

“I’m heavily involved with 
Rotary and am the current 
president of the Rotary Club 
of Sebring,” Stewart said. 
“Formerly, I also served three 
terms as treasurer. I’m a 
fiscal conservative and a very 
detail-oriented person with a 
focus on the future.

“I’m running for Sebring 
City Council, in short, 
because I love this wonderful 
town we call home. I grew up 
here, met my wife here, and 
am raising my children here. 

STEWART

Sebring City Council election set for March 14
By ROBERT MILLER

SPECIAL SECTIONS EDITOR

SEBRING — Election Day is 
Tuesday, March 14 for Sebring 
registered voters who will cast 
their ballots with five candi-
dates vying for three seats on 
the Sebring City Council.

The candidates are Tom 
Dettman, incumbent and 

council president; Lenard B. 
Carlisle Jr., incumbent; Josh 
Stewart, a lifelong Sebring 
resident and local business 
owner; Harrison Havery, a 
third generation downtown 
resident, and Bobbie Smith-
Powell, community advocate.

Profiles and bios have been 
provided in today’s edition of 
the Highlands News-Sun.

The precincts that will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on election day are as 
follows:

• Precinct 7 & 11S – Sebring 
Elks Lodge, 2618 Kenilworth 
Blvd., Sebring.

• Precinct 8 & 15S – 
Sebring Recreation Club, 333 
Pomegranate Ave., Sebring.

• Precinct 9 – Boys & Girls 

Club, 111 N. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., Sebring.

• Precinct 10 – Sebring 
Masonic Lodge, 1809 Home 
Avenue, Sebring.

Sebring has 6,545 active 
eligible voters who could 
vote in the election.

Early voting starts Monday 
and is from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. through March 

10 at the Highlands County 
Supervisor of Elections 
Office, 580 S. Commerce, 
Ave., Sebring.

Mail-in ballots must be at 
the elections office before 
7 p.m. on March 14. They can 
be dropped off in person or 
mailed.

The City Council terms of 
office are three years.

DETTMAN

Individuals work through the night to 
gather their belongings
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