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Carlisle,  Havery and Stewart elected
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Leonard B. Carlisle 
Jr., Harrison Havery and Joshua 
Stewart took the three available 
seats on the Sebring City Council in 
Tuesday’s election.

Havery had 21.74% of the vote 
with 408 – 219 of those on election 
day.

Stewart took 21.52% with 404 
votes – 223 on Tuesday.

Carlisle nabbed third place with 
20.94%, or 393 votes – 199 on Tuesday.

Unseated was Tom Dettman, who 
carried 18.59%, or 349 votes – 162 
on Tuesday. Bobbie Smith-Powell 
had 17.21%, or 323 votes – with 165 
of those on Tuesday.

It wasn’t a landslide or mandate 
by any means. Fewer than 800 of 
the city’s 6,542 active registered 
voters made it to the polls or 
managed to turn in a ballot before 
7 p.m. Tuesday.

Instead, a record low turnout – 
795 people, amounting to 12.15% 
of the city’s voters – chose the 
three seats.

None of the candidates run on 
party tickets or by district. Sebring 
City Council is non-partisan. When 
there are more candidates than 
available seats, winners are selected 
from the top vote recipients, even 
when none get a majority of the 
votes.

Election results came from six 
precincts in the city limits. Close 
to 4 p.m., unofficial records 
on the Supervisor of Elections 
Office website, VoteHiglands.
com, showed only 296 people had 
voted that day.

Russian missile hits another Ukraine 
apartment block, 1 dead

By KARL RITTER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — A 
Russian missile struck an 
apartment building in the 
center of Kramatorsk on 
Tuesday, killing at least one 
person and wounding nine 
others in one of Ukraine’s 
major city strongholds in its 
eastern Donetsk region as 
it fights against Moscow’s 
invasion, officials said.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy posted 
a video showing gaping 
holes in the façade of the 

low-rise building that bore 
the brunt of the strike.

The Ukrainian general 
prosecutor’s office and re-
gional Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko 
also reported on the attack, 
posting photos of the build-
ing with mounds of rubble 
in front of it. The impact 
damaged nine apartment 
blocks, a kindergarten, a 
local bank branch and two 
cars, Kyrylenko said.

The war, which erupted 
after Russia’s launched 
its full-scale invasion in 
February 2022, has brought 
heavy civilian casualties. 

Tuesday’s victims were 
among at least seven civil-
ians killed and 30 wounded 
in 24 hours, Ukraine author-
ities said.

They included a 55-year-
old woman killed when a 
Russian shell hit her car 
Tuesday in a border town in 
northeastern Ukraine.

“Russian troops are 
striking residential build-
ings, schools and hospitals, 
leaving cities on fire and 
in ruins,” Kyrylenko, the 
regional governor, said on 
Ukrainian television. “The 
Russians mark each meter 

(yard) of their advance in 
the region not only with 
their own blood, but also 
with the (lost) lives of 
civilians.”

Kramatorsk houses the 
local Ukrainian army head-
quarters. Ukrainian authori-
ties say it has been regularly 
targeted by Russian shelling 
and other attacks in the past.

A missile strike on the city’s 
train station last April, which 
Kyiv and much of the inter-
national community blamed 
on Moscow, killed dozens of 
people and wounded more 
than 100.

Marvin Kahn 
leaves legacy for 

citrus, civic service
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Marvin D. Kahn had two 
big loves in his life: Elsa, and oranges.

His love of Elsa came through the grace 
of God, Kahn 
would say. They 
shared 68 years 
of marriage, as 
of last August. 
Of all the people 
in his life and 
his career as a 
Florida citrus 
grower, Kahn 
always said Esla 
was his source 
of constructive 
criticism, uncon-
ditional support 
and both “my 
best friend and 
the love of my 
life.”

Kahn’s love of 
citrus came from 
his parents, Mike 
and Sadie Kahn, 
Jewish immi-
grants who arrived in the United States 
from Lithuania and migrated in 1923 to 
Florida’s Heartland for the opportunity to 
own and run an orange grove.

Marvin Kahn died Tuesday, surrounded 
by family and friends in hospice care. He 

Xaver is guilty in 
slaying of five

By JOHN GUERRA
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — With a courtroom full of 
surviving relatives watching Tuesday 
afternoon, SunTrust Bank MidTown 
Branch shooter Zephen Xaver pled no 
contest to five counts of premeditated 
first-degree murder in the deaths of 
five local women. Each of the charges 
is punishable by death.

Xaver, armed with a 9mm pistol 
and wearing a tactical vest under his 
T-shirt, entered the bank at lunchtime 
on Jan. 23, 2019 and ordered four 
employees and one customer to lay on 
the floor. He then shot and killed each 
woman

After Circuit Court Judge Angela 
Cowden asked he how he pleaded to 
each of the five counts Tuesday, Xaver 
– wearing a black and white striped jail 
uniform – responded “Guilty.”

“I will accept your pleas of guilty of 
first degree murder with a handgun in 
the case of Marisol Lopez, Debra Cook, 
Ana Pinon-Williams, Jessica Montague, 
and Cynthia Watson,” Cowden re-
sponded after the pleas. “I adjudicate 
you guilty of five counts of first-degree 
murder by a firearm.”

Family members of the five victims 
wept quietly as Cowden read her 
verdict.

The plea ends a four-year wait 
for victim family members to see a 
conviction in one of the most heinous 
crimes in Highlands County’s recent 
history.

“I am glad to see this is happen-
ing and hopefully it will start to 
bring closure for everyone affect-
ed,” said Sebring Police Detective 

Stephen Williams, a relative of Ana 
Pinon-Williams.

A surviving member of another 
family said he would not be in court 
because he “could not trust himself to 
be in the same room” as Xaver.

Jermaine Montague, whose wife 
Jessica was killed in the bank, said, 
“It’s about time. It’s 
been four years.”

Karl Beckerich, a 
friend of Jermaine 
and Jessica, said, 
“It is in God’s 
hands, and let 
justice be served.”

Former Highlands County 
Prosecutor Steve Houchin, who viewed 
the massacre on the bank video while 
Xaver was still inside SunTrust, was 
present in the courtroom as were 
many other Highlands County prose-
cutors, law enforcement officers, some 
of whom responded to the bank on 
U.S. 27 on Jan. 23, 2019. Tenth Judicial 
Circuit Public Defender Howard “Rex” 
Dimmig sat at the defense table with 
Jane Allie McNeill and Xaver during 
the proceeding.

The pews on the prosecution side of 
the courtroom were filled with family 
members who lost someone in the 
shooting. Susan Gentry and her son 
Kevin, a Highlands County deputy, 
were in attendance in solidarity with 
the surviving family members. Susan 
Gentry’s son, Highlands County 
William Gentry Jr., was slain in May 
2018 as he investigated a complaint at 
the Placid Lakes home of Joseph Ables. 
Ables also faces the death penalty.

Lead Tenth Judicial Circuit Assistant 
State Attorney Paul A. Wallace, along 

with assistant state attorneys Bonde 
Johnson and John Kromholz, sat at the 
prosecution table as Xaver pleaded 
guilty to all the charges.

McNeill asked the court to allow 
Xaver to make a short statement as 
to why he decided to plead guilty 
after four years, but Wallace objected, 

stating sentencing 
would be a more 
appropriate time 
for Xaver to make a 
statement.

Cowden then 
brought Xaver up 
to the podium 

and asked him a series of questions 
to determine if he understood the 
courtroom and the role of the judge, 
the prosecutors, and other players. He 
answered affirmatively as to having 
been diagnosed with a mental illness, 
stated that he takes medication for 
that illness, and stated that he takes 
that medication while in jail.

She also asked him if he understood 
premeditated murder, the death 
penalty, the jury’s role in determining 
punishment, and whether he under-
stood he was giving up a jury trial and 
other Sixth Amendment processes by 
pleading guilty. Known as a colloquy, 
the list of questions are designed to 
ensure Xaver understands the conse-
quences of his guilty pleas and has not 
been forced into making the plea.

Following the colloquy, Wallace re-
counted the state’s case against Xaver, 
including Xaver’s texts to a friend 
shortly before the slayings, in which he 
said, “I’m going to go out taking a few 

The gates are open for 
the 2023 Mobil 1 Twelve 
Hours of Sebring. Look 
inside for the Highlands 
News-Sun’s special 
section telling you 
everything you need to 
know for this year’s big 
event. Delivery of the 
Sunday edition of the 
Highlands News-Sun 
may be later than 
normal to accommodate 
Race coverage.
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Police seek 
shooter

Teen killed riding home 
from basketball court

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Sebring police want your 
help in identifying who would have killed 
a young man Friday night.

Someone shot and killed a 17-year-old 
at 9 p.m. Friday while he was riding his 
bicycle on Grand Avenue in Washington 
Heights. Sebring Police Chief Karl 
Hoglund said the young man had just fin-
ished playing basketball at the Bountiful 
Blessing Church, and that he may have 
been on his way home at that time.

“We definitely need tips on this be-
cause there is not good evidence from 
video or surveillance,” Hoglund said. 
“Also, because of his age, there’s no clear 
motive.”

His officers and detectives are asking 
that anyone with information, no matter 
how little, please contact the Sebring 
Police Department at 863-471-5107.

You can report a tip anonymously 
and be eligible for a reward by calling 
Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226 
TIPS (8477), or by visiting Heartland.
CrimeStoppersWeb.com and clicking on 
the “Submit A Tip” tab.

You can also report a tip on a smart-
phone or tablet through the free “P3tips” 
app. You will always remain anonymous 
no matter how you submit your tip.

Tips are forwarded to law enforcement 
for follow up, and if they make an arrest 
based on your tip, you are eligible for a 
cash reward.
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Marvin Kahn stands in 
2019 in front of the former 
Nan-Cess-O-Wee Hotel, 
the original site of Kahn’s 
Department Store, his 
parents’ store in Sebring.
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“It is in God’s hands, and 
let justice be served.”

Karl Beckerich, a Montague Family friend


