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STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — More names 
have found their way into the 
2020 election roster for local, 
state and national offices.

The listing has some familiar 
names, either people running 
for reelection, have served the 
community in other capacities 
or have run for other offices.

Very few are completely 
new faces to politics or public 

service.

U.S. Congress, District 17
In 2018, Greg 

Steube (R-Sarasota) 
won the election 
for Congressional 
District 17, which 
covers Hardee, 
Desoto, Charlotte, 
Glades, Highlands 
and Okeechobee 

counties, along with 
portions of Polk, Lee 

and Sarasota counties.

Theodore A. Murray 
(D-Frostproof) has put in to 
challenge Steube this year.

State Attorney
Brian Haas 

is running for 
reelection as state 
attorney this year 
with no challengers 
for the 10th Judicial 
Circuit.

Public Defender
Howard Dimmig 

II, Republican, is running for 

reelection in the 10th Judicial 
Circuit as public defender, also 
unopposed.

Florida House District 55
District 55 will be open in 

2020 since Rep. Cary Pigman 
(R-Avon Park) faces term limits.

The field currently includes 
Jonathan Ned Hancock (R-Avon 
Park) and Kaylee Alexis Tuck 
(R-Sebring), along with Tony 
Munnings Sr. (D-Lake Placid).

For a short while this fall, 
the field also included Nathan 

Bassage Nichols of Sebring, but 
Nichols soon decided to bow 
out, citing work and family ob-
ligations, on which he preferred 
to focus his time and attention.

Clerk of Courts
County Commissioner Don 

Elwell (R-Spring Lake), Road 
& Bridge Director Kyle Green 
(R-Sebring) and Assistant Clerk 
of Courts Jerome Kaszubowski 
(R-Sebring) are all still in the 

Field grows for 2020 election
Some local races have three or four candidates
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By DARA KAM
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

Editor’s note: This is part of a 
series of stories advancing the 
2020 legislative session, which 
begins Tuesday.

TALLAHASSEE — Orlando’s 
Pulse nightclub. The Fort 
Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport. Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland. A Sebring bank. A 
yoga studio in Tallahassee. A 
naval air base in Pensacola.

At least 81 people have 
been killed in mass shootings 
scattered throughout Florida 
since 2016, and the death toll 
keeps rising from other gun 
violence that, in some pockets 
of the state, has become almost 
the norm.

As state lawmakers prepare 
for Tuesday’s start of the 60-day 
legislative session, Republicans 
are split on how — or even if — 
to address one of the nation’s 

most divisive political and 
policy issues: guns.

Two years ago, the 
Republican-dominated 

Legislature passed gun-con-
trol laws for the first time in 
decades. The hastily approved 
measures came just weeks after 
the horrific 2018 Valentine’s 
Day massacre at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
that left 17 students and faculty 
members dead and another 17 
people injured.

Now, Senate President Bill 
Galvano, who played a ma-
jor role in crafting the 2018 
legislation, wants to go further 
and shut down what he and 
many other people consider 
loopholes in state laws regard-
ing background checks and 
gun sales.

“There are myriad things 
in play, but the background 
checks are very much be-
ing looked at,” Galvano, 
R-Bradenton, told The News 
Service of Florida in a recent 
interview.

Galvano pointed to what 
is known as the “gun-show 

loophole,” which allows people 
who buy firearms to avoid the 
three-day waiting period and 
background check required 
when guns are purchased from 
federally licensed dealers.

“I think we need to really take 
a look at that,” he said.

The Senate also could 
consider “some modifications” 
to the “red flag law,” which was 
part of the legislation spurred 
by the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School shooting.

The law allows guns to be 
removed from people found to 
pose a threat to themselves or 
others. Under the statute, law 
enforcement officials can seize 
weapons after obtaining “risk 
protection” orders from judges.

Some states allow family 
members, school administra-
tors or health care profession-
als to directly petition courts to 
remove guns from people who 

Tougher gun laws could cause legislative divide
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Senate President Bill Galvano, who played a major role in crafting the 2018 
legislation, wants to go further and shut down what he and many other 
people consider loopholes in state laws regarding background checks and gun 
sales.

By MARC VALERO
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AVON PARK — The Avon Park City Council 
will consider approval of a utility service 
agreement with Nucor Steel Florida that 
includes impact fees totaling more than 
$270,000.

The agreement, which will be considered 
at today’s Council meeting, states that Nucor 
agrees to pay the city an impact fee identified 
in the City Code as a capacity fee. The fee 
is based on the estimated side of the water 
meter for the water fee and on the estimated 
flow of wastewater from Nucor to the City.

The contract states the estimations are 
based on information provided by Nucor and 
the City reserves the right to charge addition-
al fees if the actual flows are higher.

According to the contract, Nucor agrees to 
pay the following fees:

• $40,812 — potable water capacity fee, 6 
inch meter.

• $3,000 — potable water tap fee, 6 inch.
• $229,240 — domestic wastewater flows at 

44,000 gallons per day.
• $325 — wastewater tap fee.
Concerning the wastewater flow fee, it is 

noted that the industrial wastewater fee will 
be dealt with in a separate agreement.

The council agenda also includes an item 
from Councilwoman Brenda Gray concerning 
a motion to instruct the interim city manager 
to contact the county about installing a 
traffic control signal and ADA crossing area 
at the intersection of Memorial Drive and Hal 
McRae Boulevard and to seek the cost of the 
project.

Council will consider one of three bids — 
$30,400 from Promise Technologies to replace 
the windows on the third-floor of City Hall.

The upstairs windows have holes in the 
frames, gaps between the glass and frame. 
The efficiency of these windows are poor at 
best, according to the agenda. Wasps, bees 
and lizards have been coning in those holes.

Also, Council will consider a rental agree-
ment for FBO office space at the Avon Park 
Executive Airport with Dickerson Florida, 
Inc, of Fort Pierce. The company’s services 
includes civil construction for highway and 
aviation and environmental remediation.

The City Council meets at 6 p.m., today, in 
the Council Chambers, 123 E. Pine St.

AP Council to 
consider Nucor 

utility agreement
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TALLAHASSEE — The 
60-day Florida legislative 
session that begins Tuesday 
will have lawmakers con-
sidering everything from 
coconut patties to a state 
budget expected to exceed 
$90 billion.

Lawmakers are also ex-
pected to address abortion 
rights, private gun sales 
and environmental issues 
such as the rise in sea level.

While the budget is the 
only thing the Legislature 
is constitutionally required 

to pass each year, there 
are already about 3,000 
bills filed, including about 
1,600 that seek to stuff local 
projects into the budget.

Republican Gov. Ron 
DeSantis has declared 2020 
“the year of the teacher.” 
He’s proposing a $91.4 bil-
lion budget that includes 
$600 million to raise 
the minimum salary for 
teachers to $47,500 a year. 
It also includes $1 million 
to help eradicate pythons 
in the Everglades and 
elsewhere — just one of 
the environmental initiates 

he wants the Legislature to 
approve.

But the Legislature 
doesn’t have to follow the 
governor’s budget recom-
mendations, and while 
House Speaker Jose Oliva 
has been diplomatic, he’s 
expressed some concern 
over the teacher pay 
proposal.

“My initial thought is one 
of gratitude for those who 
came before us and saw it 
fit to bind us and all future 
legislatures to a balanced 
budget,” Oliva said when 
DeSantis announced the 

proposal.
While several abortion 

bills have been filed on 
both sides of the debate, a 
bill requiring girls under 18 
get their parents consent 
before having an abortion 
has a good chance of 
passing.

Sen. Kelli Stargel is 
sponsoring the legislation 
and draws from her own 
experience as a pregnant 
teenager.

“I thought for sure my 
mother would kill me when 

From coconut patties to environment, 
lawmakers ready for session

STEVE CANNON/AP PHOTO

In this Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2019 file photo, Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks at pre-legislative news conference in Tallahassee. The 60-day Florida 
legislative session that begins Tuesday will have lawmakers considering everything from coconut patties to a state budget expected to 
exceed $90 billion.
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