
HIGHLANDS NEWS-SUN
VOL. 101 | NO. 327 | $1.25      YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1919        An Edition Of The Sun

Sunday, November 22, 2020

Obituaries ........................ A8
Puzzles .........................B7-9
Real Estate Sunday ...............C1

Business .......................... D1
Classifieds ......................B4-6
Lottery ........................... A2

TV Listings ......................B10
Viewpoints ....................... A6
Weather .........................A12

Good morning To
Latisha Johnson

Thanks for reading! newssun.com
facebook.com/
newssun

twitter.com/
TheNewsSun

In honor of Thanksgiving, the 
Highlands News-Sun will be printed on 
Thanksgiving Day.

The office at 321 N. Ridgewood Drive 
will be closed Thursday and Friday. The 
customer service desk will be available 
by telephone, 863-385-6155, from 

7-11 a.m. both days.
We hope your 

Thanksgiving is a 
peaceful and 

wonderful 
time with 
family 
and 
friends.

Thanksgiving 
edition

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Those 
who know Eddie Mae 
Henderson, know that she 
won’t let anything get in the 
way of her ministry, even 
a pandemic. Admittedly, 
she did give some serious 
thought to canceling the 
43rd annual Sharing and 
Caring but her family re-
minded her how important 
the Christmas dinners and 
toys are to the community.

The tradition continues 

with a new twist. Due to 
COVID-19, diners will be 
picking up their meals and 
toys for the youngsters 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Christmas Day at the 
Masonic Lodge #282 at 103 
N. Main Ave. There will 
not be any sit down dining 
this year. Deliveries can 
be arranged for those with 
transportation limitations.

Henderson and her army 
of volunteers and family 
typically serve 1,000 meals. 

Sharing and Caring will go on despite COVID
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Eddie Mae Henderson, on the far right in the Santa hat, is relaxing 
with family and friends after a long day of cooking and serving 
hundreds of dinners at a previous Sharing & Caring.

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — While mayors from two 
heavily-populated areas of Florida 
want the governor to change course 
on COVID-19, local mayors said their 
communities want to follow the gover-
nor’s lead.

This comes after a spike of infections 
throughout Florida and a call this week 
from mayors in the Tampa Bay and 
Miami-Dade area for Gov. Ron DeSantis 
to consider imposing a statewide 
mandate on wearing masks to slow the 
spread of the virus.

However, Gov. Ron DeSantis’ office, 
reportedly, has made no plans to issue a 
universal mask requirement, or as some 
rumors have suggested, issue another 
statewide lockdown.

All reports in the news and from 
Governor’s Office channels debunk the 
rumor.

Highlands County Government also 
issued a notice this week to help squelch 
that rumor, repeating that the Board 
of County Commission has made no 
decision about a shutdown or mask 
mandate.

The Board did not have discussions 
about either issue at Tuesday’s meeting.

“We continue to monitor the 
COVID-19 situation and continue to ask 
our residents to practice social distance, 
to wear a mask and to stay home if not 
feeling well,” the county’s notice stated.

Local mayors echoed that sentiment. 
Sebring Mayor John Shoop said that lo-
cal governments are following guidelines 
from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the lead of DeSantis. 
That includes personal responsibility 
to be careful and cognizant of others 
and wear masks while in the stores and 
buildings that require them.

Shoop said it would be an “eco-
nomic disaster” to shut down again, 
although he noted that for mayors in St. 
Petersburg and Miami, their exposure 

Urban mayors 
urge governor 

to change mask 
stance

Local mayors keeping 
with state, federal 

guidelines

By ROBERT MILLER
NEWS CLERK

SEBRING — One Sebring-based 
small business is looking to brighten 
the holidays for some this year. Bare 
Wood Market in Sebring plans to help 
Ridge Area Arc with proceeds and 
donations from its second annual 
Parade of Trees event.

Bare Wood Market is a locally-based 
small business that is dedicated to 
supplying Highlands County with 
quality painted items — whether 
furniture, signs or home decor. Laura 
Young, owner of Bare Wood Market, 
began the Parade of Trees last year as 
a way to give back to a local charity 
but doing it with a Christmas theme. 
Young approaches local businesses 
and asks if they would like to par-
ticipate. Each business purchases 
and decorates a 3-4 foot tree, this 
becomes their donation. Beginning 
Wednesday, Nov. 25 the trees will be 
on parade (display) for the public to 
view at Bare Wood Market until Dec. 
11.

Anyone coming in during this 
time to view the trees are given a 
ballot and can mark their choices 
in five categories such as “Crazy 
Creative,” “Most Whimsical” and “Best 
Business/Shop Theme.” After Dec. 
11, the ballots are tallied and one 
winner per category will be selected. 
Last year’s winners included Nail 
Niche for “Most Whimsical,” Jesse’s 

Auto Body for “Most Business-Like,” 
Organically Local for “Most Creative” 
and Manor at Lake Jackson for “Most 
Beautiful.”

While on display, customers will 
be able to purchase any tree they 
like, but will have to wait until after 
the Parade of Trees is over on Dec. 
11 to pick it up. All money collected 

this year will go to Ridge Area Arc. 
“We are honored and humbled to 
once again be the beneficiary of 
Bare Wood Market’s Parade of Trees 
event,” said Ridge Area Arc’s Director 
of Development Donna Scherlacher. 
“What a great way to get into the holi-
day spirit. This year’s event is shaping 
up to be even bigger than 2019.”

During the inaugural Parade of 

Trees on parade
Tree auction 

raises money for 
Ridge Area Arc
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Jesse’s Auto Body won “Most Business Like” in the Parade of Trees at Bare Wood Market 
in 2019. This year’s Parade takes place Nov. 25 through Dec. 11 at Bare Wood Market. 
Proceeds go to Ridge Area Arc.

COURTESY BAREWOODMARKET.COM

Jesse’s Auto Body won “Most Business Like” in the Parade of Trees at Bare Wood Market in 
2019.

COURTESY PHOTO

Nail Niche won “Most Whimsical” in the 
Parade of Trees at Bare Wood Market in 2019. 
This year’s Parade takes place Nov. 25 through 
Dec. 11 at Bare Wood Market. Proceeds go to 
Ridge Area Arc.MAYORS | 2A

TREES | 2A

SHARING | 2A

Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Looking for a bank with a positive approach? Bank with Heartland as a 

refreshing alternative. We’re here to find solutions for your business! 

ATTITUDE 
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