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County  
lends 

support  
to HB1
Bill would 

increase penalties 
on violence, 

damage in riots

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County com-
missioners unanimously 
approved a resolution on 
Tuesday to support House Bill 
1, a measure moving through 
the Florida 
Legislature 
to deal with 
violence 
and damage 
from riots.

One 
member of 
the audi-
ence asked 
commission-
ers to postpone their vote for 
another meeting, but commis-
sioners and another audience 
member argued in favor of 
voting Tuesday. They said the 
bill — which would increase 
penalties to those convicted 
of crimes during riots — was 
moving quickly through the 
Florida House and might be 
enacted before the April 6 
meeting.

County Commissioner 
Arlene Tuck asked commis-
sioners March 2 to consider 
a resolution in favor of 
the bill. It was introduced 
to the Florida House of 
Representatives on Jan. 6, 
the same day rioters stormed 
Capitol Hill in Washington, 
D.C.

The bill summary states it is 
to combat public disorder and 
rioting and damage caused 
by rioting. It would include 
fines for removal of memorial 
statues as well as increase 
oversight on when and how 
municipalities may reduce 
police budgets.

Specifics of such punish-
ments have not been deter-
mined. HB 1 and its compan-
ion bill, Senate Bill 484, would 
take effect July 1.

Tuesday’s resolution was 
not listed specifically on the 
published agenda. County 
Attorney Sherry Sutphen 
brought it up based on Tuck’s 
March 2 request, and com-
missioners moved it onto the 
action agenda for a vote.

Sutphen said the Florida 

Robotics in the classroom
SHS team creating self-driving vehicle

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Sebring High School robotics team 
has been working on making an autonomous vehicle and 
making progress in the many areas of its development.

Sean Turnock, the head of the media team for the 
robotics team, said the school has been working with 
the foundations of 
robotics and making 
classes to hopefully 
make future engi-
neers and make a 
better future for the 
students.

“We’ve been 
working every class 
period with a great 
teacher, Michael 
Harris, to make a 
fully autonomous 
(meaning self-driv-
ing with no driver) 
with four teams: the 
coding, mechanical, 
electrical, and design 
teams,” he said.

All of the teams fo-
cus on the important 
matters that contrib-
ute to the car, using 
their past classes as 
stepping stones to 
run along the tracks of this difficult task, Turnock said.

It is an advanced class.
Previous classes taught students how to model and 3D 

print almost anything if they had enough filament (the 
plastic material). Those classes also taught students how 
to code using small robots, then combining both for a 
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The Sebring High robotics team has 
been working on many of the electronic 
components of a self-driving vehicle the 
team is building.
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The Sebring High School robotics team works on making an autonomous (self-
driving) vehicle.

County COVID cases double, still low
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Highlands County doubled 
the COVID-19 new cases on 
Wednesday per the Florida 
Department of Health daily 
coronavirus report. The 
number of cases was still low 
at 16. The increase brought the 
county’s total cases to 7,464.
The 16 new cases were from 
residents.

Of the overall cases, 7,385 
are from residents who 
contracted the virus and 79 
non-residents who tested 
positive. Typically, the cases go 
up closer to Thursday.

There were no new deaths 
reported overnight. The death 
toll remains at 311 local people 
who died of COVID-19.

Hospitalizations increased 
by one and was at 587 on 
Wednesday afternoon. As 
of 3:16 p.m., the Agency for 
Health Care Administration 
showed 30 people were 
hospitalized with the primary 
diagnosis of COVID-19. AHCA 

shows an ICU census at 16 
with eight beds available.

Testing continued its sharp 
climb with 288 tests processed. 
There were 272 negative 
results. The daily positivity rate 
was 5.56%, which was up from 
the day before but there were 
quit a few more tests.

Statewide, Florida is head-
ing to the 2 million mark for 

cases but parked just under at 
1,989,024 on Wednesday. That 
was an increase of 4,599 from 
the previous day. The new 
case rate was down slightly 
from Tuesday. However, with 
new cases coming in like 
that, the state will probably 
hit the 2 million mark before 
Thursday is out.

Of all the cases, 1,952,321 

are from residents who 
tested positive and 36,703 were 
non-residents who contracted 
the virus.

Deaths were down quit a 
bit with 59 people dying from 
COVID. The death toll is now at 
33,120. Of those deaths, 32,504 
are attributed to residents and 

“People have the  
right to protest. 

This is [for] 
public disorder 

and riots.”

 Sebring Police Chief 

Karl Hoglund
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Two crashes lead to three deaths
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Two people were killed 
in a two-vehicle crash on Tuesday about 
9:22 p.m. One 26-year-old Lake Placid 
man died and a 52-year-old male from 
Hollywood, a passenger in a separate 
car, died as well, according to a Florida 
Highway Patrol press release.

FHP does not release the names of the 
drivers or the make and model of cars 
until the investigation can be finalized. 
The process can take weeks to months.

The FHP report states the Lake Placid 
man was driving a sedan-type vehicle on 
U.S. 27 in the inside (easternmost) lane 
approaching George Boulevard. At the 
same time, a 15-year-old male from Port 
St. Lucie was driving northbound on U.S. 
27 in the turn lane approaching George 
Boulevard.

The young man tried to execute a 
U-turn in order to travel southbound on 

U.S. 27 but crashed with the Lake Placid 
man’s car.

The car from Lake Placid ended up on 
the outside shoulder of U.S. 27 and the 
young man’s vehicle stopped in the “area 
of the collision,” per FHP.

The report states the Lake Placid 
man was not wearing a seat belt and at 
the time of the report, next of kin was 
marked as “N/A.”

The 52-year-old passenger was wear-
ing a seat belt and his next of kin was 
notified.

The teen driver received minor 
injuries.

The “pre-crash” speed of the Lake 
Placid driver is still being investigated.

These deaths mark the seventh and 
eighth fatalities on Highlands County 
roads since the new year. At this point 
last year, there were six fatalities, ac-
cording to unofficial records kept by the 
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Two people died in a crash on Tuesday night on U.S. 27 near George Boulevard intersection.
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