
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The gloves have come 
off and the gauntlet has been thrown, 
Shepherd’s Pantry at Emmanuel 
United Church of Christ has been 
given a challenge. Bolton Winpenny 
heard about the food ministry at 
the church and admired the way the 
ministry helped the community.

Bolton said every time someone do-
nated to the pantry (not the church), 
he would donate $10 in their name to 
the pantry. The challenge is good until 
11:59 p.m. Wednesday, March 25.

“I think people want to know where 
their money is going when they 
donate it,” Winpenny said. “I know 
where this is going, it’s helping my 
neighbors.”

Winpenny is concerned for his 
fellow man with businesses closing 
from the coronavirus crisis and 
people being laid off. So much so, that 
he called while on vacation in Georgia 
to share the challenge with his friend 
Rev. George Miller, pastor of EUCC.

Miller is thrilled with the challenge 
and hopes to get enough people to 
donate to cash in on every cent of the 
$2,000.

“This is a natural personality trait of 
Bolton’s,” Miller said. “I have known 
Bolton for years, he uses his resources 
to create community.”

Miller said he was amazed that 
people in the community who do not 
attend church, know about Shepherd’s 
Pantry and its mission.

“One of the gifts of our pantry is 
humanity,” Miller said. “We make sure 
we treat everyone with the utmost 
humanity. The only things that are 
different from us and them is the cir-
cumstances. We can’t physically touch 
anyone right now but we can still be 
the hands and feet of Jesus. We can 
feed people and reach out to them.”

EUCC Service Minister Steve Wills 
is currently heading up the pantry. 
He said the pantry has grown consid-
erably through the years. The pantry 
opened in April 2014, and fed one 

family. Last week, the pantry fed over 
160 families.

Shepherd’s Pantry is open once a 
month from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the 
third Monday of the month.

“Shepherd’s Pantry is a wonderful 
ministry,” Wills said. “We help people 

and offer them food, fellowship and 
relaxation. We offer them a drink or 
snack while they are there.”

Wills explained there was some gov-
ernment paperwork to do, then, there 

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — It will be virtual meetings for the 
School Board of Highlands County during the corona-
virus outbreak.

The members of the School Board went through a 
training session at the District Office on Thursday af-
ternoon on the technical procedures to meet virtually.

A week ago, the Florida Department of Education 
and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran issued 
many directives including postponing all district school 
board and state college board of trustees meetings 
through June 30, 2020 except for emergency purposes, 
which must be convened virtually or telephonically.

Part of the issue is the guideline to limit gatherings to 
fewer than 10 people.

School Board Chair Donna Howerton said if she 
had a School Board meeting there would be five board 
members, the superintendent, School Board secretary 
and attorney and a couple of members of the press and 
there would be 10 present.

With the streamlined arrangement the issue is how 
to accept public comment, she said.

Howerton said she spoke to State Board of Education 
Chair Andy Tuck about it and she believes the state is 
trying to alleviate large groups, but the School Board of 
Highlands County has to continue to meet to transact 
business.

Howerton said Tuck explained that the intent was not 

to stop school board meetings, but to suspend public 
meetings.

School Board Attorney John McClure said, “I believe 
by conducting virtual meetings the concern of the 
contagiousness of the Covid-19 virus is less likely 
obviously if it were face-to-face. I think by conducting 
virtual meetings the limitations of what you can do 
would be eased.”

At the training session in the Garland Boggus Board 
Room, McClure said for their meetings, the School 
Board would convene in the boardroom and there 
would be monitor/televised feed of the meeting in an-
other room for the public. Those who wish to comment 
could request to go in one-by-one to address the board.

Howerton said, “It is just doing everything within the 
Sunshine Law and being legal there, but we can’t just 
shut down until June.”

There are some expenditures that need to be “pulled 
in” right now so the district can save its money, such 
as the bid for the renovation of a baseball field that 
could cost $200,000, she said. “Do we need to re-sod a 
baseball field right now?”

So there are issues the School Board needs to talk 
about as a group, Howerton said.
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School Board prepares for virtual meetings

MARC VALERO/STAFF

From left: Superintendent Brenda Longshore, School Board 
Member Bill Brantley, School Board Secretary Marlene Welborn, 
MIS Director Darrell Layfield and School Board Attorney John 
McClure during a Thursday afternoon training session on 
conducting virtual meetings.

LP woman 
dies in 

Sunday wreck 
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING –Florida Highway Patrol 
has released the details of a single 
car wreck that ended in a fatality just 
after 5:30 p.m. Sunday. According 
to the press release, Rebecca Lee 
Barrett, 45, of Lake Placid, was 
killed and her next of kin has been 
notified.

The report states Barrett was 
driving southbound on U.S. 27 in 
the outside lane in a 2003 Mitsubishi 
Montero. For “unknown reasons” 
she left the roadway and went onto 
the west grassy shoulder. Barrett 
over-corrected and her car began to 
spin.

The car then entered the paved 
section of a median where the car 
“overturned several times.” Barrett 
was thrown from the vehicle and 
came to a final rest in the grassy 
portion of the median. The Montero 
ended upright with its front end 
facing northwest.

The report stated Barrett did 
not have a seat belt on and it was 
unknown whether there was alcohol 
as a contributing factor.

According to unofficial records 
kept at the Highlands News-Sun, 
there have been eight deaths on 
Highlands County roads since the 
beginning of the new year.

Office closed 
to public

With a focus on the health  
and safety of our customers  

and our staff, the  
Highlands News-Sun  

will temporarily close its 
 office to the public  

as of today.  
Staff will be on hand to 

handle business.  
To speak to a staff member, 

please call 863-385-6155.

Second case of COVID-19  
confirmed in the county 

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – Coming on the heels 
of Highlands County’s first case of 
confirmed coronavirus on Sunday, the 
county now has two confirmed cases 
of COVID-19. The Florida Department 
of Health updated its numbers with an 
update early Monday.

What we know is the second person 

is a 77-year-old woman. According 
to Florida’s COVID-19 Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard run by the 
FDOH, the woman does not appear to 
be in the hospital and it is unknown 
at this time whether her case is travel 
related.

The woman whose positive test was 
confirmed Sunday is being treated in 
the hospital. It has been reported that 
the 78-year-old woman did not travel 

outside the country.
As of Monday, FDOH dashboard 

stated there were 18 tests in Highlands 
County with 12 negative results, two 
positive results and four results are still 
pending.

However, Highlands County Officials 
told the Highlands News-Sun, the 
number of people who have been 
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These bags contain the ingredients for a fine Easter dinner.

Shepherd’s Pantry
Challenged in 

a good way
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Emanuel United Church of Christ volunteers Steve Hulen, Elaine Short, Even Mae Balingit are 
organizing for the monthly food pantry.
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