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12 Hours to run with fans in November
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Sebring 
International Raceway 
announced the Mobil 1 
Twelve Hours of Sebring 
Presented by Advance 
Auto Parts will run with 
fans Nov. 11-14. The 
decision was made in 
part because of the 
successful run of the 
Cadillac Grand Prix of 
Sebring in July.

Fans with the need 
for speed can purchase 
general car passes and a 
limited number of one-, 
two- and four-day tickets 
starting on Oct. 14.

The 12 Hours will look 
slightly different than in 
years past but Sebring 
International Raceway’s 
John Story said people 
will still have a great 
time. Story said the race-
way has learned through 
its sister tracks how to 

“do it in the right way.”
The 12 Hours will open 

with many safety pro-
tocols in place. Because 
the race is still two 
months away, protocols 
could change. As of now, 
they include tempera-
ture checks and wearing 
masks, limiting tickets, 
expanding club areas 
to allow more social 
distancing and wearing 
masks when leaving the 
group you came with. 

Staggered entrance times 
will reduce time spent in 
line. Hand sanitizers will 
be spread out through-
out the facility.

According to Story, 
masks will not have to be 
worn when attendees are 
in the same group they 
arrived with. But those 
venturing out to other 
campsites need to be 
wearing a mask.
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Fans try to stay dry at the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring race 
last year. The November race will run with fans in attendance.

School virus 
update involves 

3 schools
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The School Board of 
Highlands County reports that three 
schools had a student who tested positive 

for the coronavirus since last 
week’s update on the virus 
cases.

Deputy Superintendent 
Andrew Lethbridge provided 
Highlands News-Sun with an 
update on COVID-19 cases 
and quarantines affecting 
the district’s schools.

He stated there was one 
case at Lake Placid High 
with a student, which 

prompted the quarantine of six students.
There was one case at Sebring High 

with a student where nine students were 
quarantined.

There was one case at Memorial 
Elementary with a student, Lethbridge 
said. No students had to be quarantined 
as the student was not at school.

“We are working on a system that 
we will share this information on our 
webpage,” he said.

As a reminder for parents, if your 
student is being tested for COVID-19 and 
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Inn on the Lakes named 2019 
‘Humanitarian Champion’

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — On Jan. 23, 2019, a mass 
shooting took the lives of five people 
at SunTrust bank in Sebring, about a 
half mile down U.S. 27 from Inn on the 
Lakes.

It was a Wednesday. On Wednesday 
this week, Sheriff Paul Blackman pre-
sented the Humanitarian Champion 
Award to Christine Hatfield of Inn 
On the Lakes as part of the Tourist 
Development Council Winners Circle 
Tourism Awards.

Blackman nominated Hatfield and 
the staff of Inn On The Lakes for their 
willingness to give families a secure 
and safe space to gather after the 
SunTrust shooting. They donated 
meeting spaces for law enforcement 
and victim advocates and gave rooms 
so families each could have a private 
space to gather.

Staff also went above and beyond, 
providing refreshments and anything 
else that families, law enforcement, 
and later Florida Attorney General 
Ashley Moody would need.

“We are still grateful for every-
thing they did on that terrible day,” 
Blackman said Wednesday.

“When I got the award, all the 
sudden I was back behind the desk 
[that day],” Hatfield said. “It was a very 
emotional day. It was horrific for the 
families.”

When families came in, she said, 
they hadn’t learned yet about their 
loved ones, but staff immediately got 
them into rooms and suites to wait in 
peace.

Her husband, Phil, was actually on 
the way to the bank that day and was 
told not to go because by that time 
police had surrounded the building.

Her family had banked with 
SunTrust for 25 years, and were quite 
close to people who perished, she said.

“No one ever thought this would 
happen in Sebring,” Hatfield said.

She said her staff did whatever they 
could to tend to the families.

“The real recognition should go to 
these families for their heroism for 
how they have to go through their 
lives now without their loved ones,” 
Hatfield said.

Casey Wohl Hartt, lead marketer 
for the TDC, said the awards went to 
seven people or entities who interact 
directly with tourists, making their stay 
in Highlands County a memorable 
one, or in the case of the families dev-
astated by the mass shooting, helping 
to comfort their pain.

“They provided rooms and accom-
modations and food on one of the 
darkest days of the county,” Hartt said.

Other awards included:

Attraction Service Champion
One attraction employee who 

repeatedly goes above and beyond to 
make every guest feel special is Mimzy 
“Mimi” Velour of Sugar Sand Distillery, 
someone who guests remember and 
ask for by name.

Hartt said she was lauded by 
many visitors for her “absolute 

professionalism” and “genuine care” 
for the welfare of guests and the 
attraction, coupled with a winning 
attitude.

Velour is most often the “face” and 
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Sheriff Paul Blackman presents the Humanitarian Champion Award to Christine Hatfield of Inn 
On the Lakes on Wednesday as part of the Tourist Development Council Winners Circle Tourism 
Awards. Hatfield and staff at the Inn gave affected families a secure and safe space to gather 
after the SunTrust shooting on Jan. 23, 2019.
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Tonya Kahn, of Organically Local, shows her community spirit during Halloween on the Circle 
last year.

Highlands has 
19 new virus 

cases
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County has 
19 new COVID-19 cases, but the deaths 
remained at 69, according to the Friday 
update from the Florida Department of 
Health.

The additional cases brought the over-
all virus count up to 1,873 for Highlands 
County.

Glades County had 2 new cases after 
two days with no new cases.

Okeechobee County had 4 new cases 
after a jump of 16 cases on Thursday.

Hardee County had 4 new cases in the 
latest update after having 13 additional 
cases in the Thursday data.

DeSoto County had only 1 new case.
Hendry County had 4 new cases after 

only 2 new cases on the previous day.
Statewide there were 3,198 new cases 
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seminoletire.com624 Hwy 27 S. • Lake Placid

SEMINOLE TIRE’S NEW 

PROFESSIONAL-STRENGTH  

SANITIZING SERVICE 

KILLS 99.9% 
OF BACTERIA & VIRUSES

WE WORRY ABOUT DISINFECTING SO YOU DON’T HAVE TO!
OUR SANITIZING SERVICE:
• Deodorizes by breaking down the cause of 
   odors, not masking them
• Reduces allergy-causing particles, like pet dander and dust mite matter
• Kills fungus on hard surfaces
• Eliminates and prevents mold and mildew on all surfaces
• Sanitizes every surface in your vehicles

2,000 ADDITIONAL NEWSPAPERS DELIVERED TO THE COMMUNITY TODAY ARE SPONSORED BY:,,

SEMINOLE TIRE CO. 
OF LAKE PLACID INC.

EPA registered and approved disinfectant for use against SARS-

CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. EPA Reg. No 82972-1 

Health Canada DIN: 02422654
CALL FOR 

DETAILS OR TO 
SCHEDULE AN 
APPOINTMENT
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