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The new art installation in Haines City is part of its “Art Alley” initiative and features suspended 
umbrellas and a mural.

Bolts hit 10 wins
Ridge Community’s girls 

soccer team earned its 

10th win of the season last 

week, splitting a pair of 

matches. 

PG 19

What’s happening 
this weekend?
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for the upcoming weekend 

— including a festival, a 

comedy night and more.
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Session starts
There are 10 big issues 

Florida residents should be 

paying attention to as the 

legislative session ramps up 

this week. 
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PCFR looks to 
add staff
The Polk County Fire 

Rescue department is 

looking for firefighters, 

EMTs and more. 
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Haines City art initiative invites 
residents to ‘Art Alley’

Three area school 
districts see grad 

rates improve

By ANITA TODD
Contributing Writer

HAINES CITY – In a tucked away 
space in downtown Haines City is 
an art installation so interesting and 
unexpected it’s enough to stop traffic. 

Seeming to float midair are rows of 
black and red umbrellas, with a brightly-
painted mural as a complement. The 
painting depicts a woman walking away, 
holding an umbrella.

Part of the city’s “Art Alley” project, the 
installation — located behind the Citrus 
Growers Commerce Bank at 501 East 
Main Street — is described by city staff 
as yet another addition to the growing 
number of works scattered through the 
city. 

Take a stroll, either this way or that, 
and residents are likely to stumble across 
other works, including the city’s Wings 
mural project that features various types 
of wings — be it angel wings, butterfly 

By SUN STAFF

FOUR CORNERS — The Florida 
Department of Education recently 
released the 2018-19 graduation 
rates for the state, its school districts 
and individual high schools, and the 
four districts that comprise the Four 
Corners area are each celebrating 
either an improvement or a rate that 
is above the state average.

For instance, Polk County Public 
Schools’ graduation rate improved to 
81.2 percent last year — a new record 
for the district. The latest graduation 
rate for PCPS is an increase from 80.4 
percent in 2017-18.

“I’m pleased that we have continued 
to improve upon our graduation 
rate with another record-breaking 
performance in 2018-19,” said PCPS 
Superintendent Jacqueline M. Byrd. 
“The data reflects the hard work and 
long hours invested by our teachers, 
staff, students, families and volunteers. 
But the true meaning of our graduation 
rate is that more students in Polk 
County are successfully completing 
their K-12 education every year 
— better preparing them for the 
challenges and opportunities of life 
after high school.”

According to a PCPS release, Polk 
County’s 14 traditional public high 
schools had an average graduation 
rate of 88.8 percent in 2018-19, up 2.3 
percentage points from 86.5 percent 
the year before. The majority of Polk’s 
traditional high schools improved 
their graduation rates last year, and 
most outperformed the statewide 
graduation rate of 86.9 percent.
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Flooring is your local flooring company providing professional installation services, 
as well as flooring and wall application products. Free measurements and estimates; 
free carpet removal & disposal; free standard furniture removal & replacement; as 

“We only love surprises on family holidays, not when making purchases; we 

Frank Hollinger Family Flooring offers the following services:

Our office is located at 16201 Hwy 50, Clermont, 407.654.4503. www.
time I’ve called you” is one of the first ways 

Digital Hearing Lab is located at 290 
Citrus Tower Blvd Ste. 105. Call us 
at 352-988-0274 for a complimentary 

exclusive offers on hearing products. Visit 

1508A Max Hooks Rd., Groveland • The Hunt Industrial Park

A portion of all proceeds for the month of October will go to the American Cancer Society

$1 PER MINUTE
1596 S. GRAND HWY • CLERMONT, FL 34711 • 352.243.5868

Class discussion makes national news

A Ridge Community High School class was featured on CBS News 

for its discussion of the impeachment proceedings. PAGE 3

‘People go to Beautiful Spaces’
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