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Silver Alert issued
By KIM LEATHERMAN

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Margaret Becker, 81, 
of Sebring, seemingly disappeared 
into thin air. She nor her 2018 blue 
Chevrolet Colorado have been seen 
since Friday. Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office officials have said 
they have a mystery on their hands.

HCSO officials say they have not 
had a ping from her cell phone 
since Friday and the OnStar system 
in her truck cannot be located 
either. The truck has an Ohio tag, 
HOB8214, and had a handicap 
placard attached to the rear view 
mirror.

HCSO released the following 
time line, which shows where she 
was and time immediately leading 
up to her disappearance:

“4:19 p.m. – Mrs. Becker arrives 
at the CVS at 2728 US 27 South 
(Southgate Plaza) in a blue 2018 

Chevrolet Colorado (Ohio tag 
HOB8214). She goes into the store 
and picks up prescriptions and 
exits at 4:48 p.m. A person who saw 

her at the store said she appeared 
confused. She has not been 

Always In Our Hearts

Women’s extended families, bound by 
tragedy, grieving privately

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — While an 
entire county grieves 
publicly for the loss of five 
people to gun violence, 
the families of those five 
have chosen, at least for 
now, to remain silent in 
their grief.

Some have spoken 
out, such as the Williams 
family, who held a press 
conference of their own 
shortly after the events 
that changed so many of 
their lives and the lives of 
others.

Ana Piñon-Williams, 38, 
was one of four employ-
ees in the bank at noon 
on Jan. 23, 2019, working 
alongside 54-year-old 
Debra Cook, 55-year-
old Marisol Lopez, and 
31-year-old Jessica 
Montague.

Their one customer at 
that time was 65-year-old 
Cynthia Lee Watson, until 
the shooter walked in.

He called 911 at 
12:36 p.m. to report what 
he had done, prompting 
law enforcement and 
emergency personnel to 
converge on the bank, 
and prompting victims’ 
advocates from several 
local and state agencies 
to gather the families at 
a nearby hotel for the 

inevitable bad news.
With the first anni-

versary of the SunTrust 
shooting, as the com-
munity comes together 
to dedicate the former 
bank site, which has 
been redeveloped as a 
memorial, families of 
those women have made 
few public statements or 
appearances.

They also have not said 
much, at least to date, 
about their grief and 
coping over the last year.

A representative of the 
Williams family has made 
some public statements 
regarding learning to ac-
cept the change through-
out this past year.

It’s been a year of 
missed gatherings, 
holidays and birthdays, 
including Montague’s 
husband’s birthday. It is 
the same as the shooting.

In the case of the 
Montague and Watson 
homes, wedding anniver-
saries occurred shortly 
before this remembrance.

In addition to husbands 
without wives, children 
have been without their 
mothers.

Cook, with two sons 
and grandchildren, 
would have celebrated 
35 years with her hus-
band, Michael Cook, in 

Becker’s disappearance remains a mystery

Sebring Memorial 
Education Fund to 
further education 

of victims’ children
By KIM LEATHERMAN

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The 
SunTrust Foundation, 
which is now Truist 
Foundation, has again 
come through for the 
families of the shooting 
victims at the MidTown 
branch on Jan. 23. The 
Foundation has made the 
future a lot easier for the 
children and step-chil-
dren of the women who 
died.

According to a SunTrust 
official, funds have been 
set aside for the children’s 
educational goals. Most 
of the women who died 
had young children they 
left behind. The scholar-
ship money will be most 
welcome when the time 
comes to pick a college 
or other educational 
endeavors.

“The SunTrust 
Foundation provided an 
endowed gift of $500,000 
to establish this fund, 
which is administered 
and managed by the 
nation’s largest nonprofit 
scholarship organization, 
Scholarship America, 
Inc.,” a SunTrust official 

said. “We stand strong 
with our teammates’ 
and clients’ families and 
hope this investment 
will significantly reduce 
the financial burden of 
planning and paying for 
the ongoing educational 
needs of their children.”

Soon after the shooting, 
a panel was formed to de-
termine which of the sur-
vivors would be eligible 
for financial help after the 
shooting. The public was 
able to attend a meeting 
and have their say in who 
was compensated.

“The Sebring Memorial 
Education Fund is 
distinct and separate 
from the Sebring Strong 
Survivors Fund, which 
closed on April 26, 2019, 
and was designed to pro-
vide near-term general 
financial support for the 
survivors and immediate 
family members of the 
victims of the Jan. 23 
tragedy,” a SunTrust 
official said.

The SunTrust 
Foundation has also 
created a memorial for 
the families and public to 
reflect and remember the 
“Sebring Five.”

COURTESY PHOTO

Fred and Margaret Becker pose with their grandchildren in 2017. Mrs. Becker, in the 
pink shirt, has disappeared and has not been seen Friday.
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Honoring the 
“Sebring Five”

Events are planned to honor the five women 
who were killed Jan. 23, 2019 in a mass shooting 
at SunTrust MidTown Branch.

Thursday (today)
10:30 a.m. — Dedication of Reflection Park, 

1901 US 27 South in Sebring. Mayor John Shoop 
will speak in honor of the five women killed one 
year ago today. Overflow parking in the parking 
lots of Residence Inn by Marriott and Tru by 
Hilton.

5:45 p.m. — Memorial Cruise for Jessica 
Montague, starts at Reflection Park in Sebring. 
The cruise will leave at 6 p.m., driving to 
Lakeview Drive, down Ridgewood Drive to 
the Sebring Parkway. From Sebring Parkway, 
taking Panther Parkway to Manatee Drive, then 
Valerie Boulevard and south on US 27 to end at 
LoveBuggs.

Sunday, Jan. 26
At 5:30 a.m., line up at 1571 US 27 North in 

Avon Park for a Jess’s Memorial Cruise to Cars 
and Coffee Palm Beach, 10798 Madison Drive in 
Boynton Beach.

Reflection Park to be 
dedicated to families 

By KIM LEATHERMAN
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — It is 
the site where one of 
Sebring’s most horrific 
events took place, 
but today the former 
location of the Midtown 
SunTrust Branch has 
been turned into a 
sanctuary of peace and 
reflection. Reflection 
Park is being dedicated 
today to mark the 
anniversary of the 

shooting deaths of the 
five women who died 
at 1901 U.S. 27. Those 
women, who have 
affectionately become 
known as the “Sebring 
Five,” were Debra Cook, 
Marisol Lopez, Jessica 
Montague, Ana Pinon-
Williams and Cynthia 
Watson.

Family, friends and 
the entire community 
will be able to sit on 

COURTESY/MATT CHRISTIAN

This aerial photo shows Reflection Park at 1901 U.S. 27, the 
former SunTrust Bank.
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FILE PHOTO

Debra Cook, 54, a mother of two 
sons and a beloved grandmother, 
would have celebrated 35 years 
with her husband, Michael Cook, in 
February 2019. Friends remember 
jovial times together, including 
bowling, as well as her comfort 
when they needed her. Customers 
recall her help and kindness.

FILE PHOTO

Marisol Lopez, 55, was married to 
Victor Lopez since 1992. They lived 
in Lake Placid and have two chil-
dren, Kiara and Victor Lopez. Those 
who knew her recall her kindness, 
giving heart, sweet spirit, even 
temperament, perseverance, 
work ethic and willingness to help 
everyone.

FILE PHOTO

Jessica Montague, 31, was 
married to Jermaine Montague, 
with whom they had one child 
together. She was mother to 
three and step-mom to seven. He 
said she was an amazing mother, 
friend and wife, very loving and 
always willing to go out of her 
way to help anyone and everyone.

FILE PHOTO

Ana Piñon-Williams, 38, was 
married six years, mother to three 
children and step-mom to four chil-
dren. She had just begun working 
at SunTrust on Jan. 4, 2019. She 
and her family shared a strong 
Christian faith and belief in the 
power of prayer to help guide lives 
and defeat darkness in this world.

FILE PHOTO

Cynthia Lee Watson, 65, had 
recently married in January 2019. 
She and her husband, Tony Watson, 
lived in Venus with their two Shih 
Tzus and some chickens and goats. 
She enjoyed animals, making her 
own jewelry and going to auctions 
and flea markets.
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