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ST. PETERSBURG — The 
results of more than 35,000 
COVID-19 tests ordered by 
Florida-based health care 
system and performed by a 
third-party lab are unreliable, 
with the majority of the 
questionable tests having 
been conducted in Florida, the 
company said Saturday.

According to AdventHealth, a 
faith-based health care system, 
the situation has created 
“unacceptable delays.” In a 
statement, AdventHealth didn’t 
name the third party lab. The 

tests were a mixture of positive 
and negative results, and some 
tests that hadn’t been yet 
returned.

“While we work successfully 
with many other labs across 
multiple states to provide 
COVID-19 tests for our com-
munities, we have terminated 
our contract with this par-
ticular lab and share in the 
disappointment and frustration 
this situation has created. We 
are deeply sorry for the incon-
venience and uncertainty it has 
caused,” said Terry Shaw, pres-
ident/CEO of AdventHealth, 
wrote in the statement.

The company will notify the 
patients who are impacted with 
a letter and a phone call.

“Teams across our organiza-
tion are working around-the-
clock to remedy the situation,” 
said Daryl Tol, president and 
CEO of AdventHealth’s Central 
Florida Division, in a state-
ment to the Orlando Sentinel. 
“We take our responsibility 
to safeguard everyone who 
entrusts us with their care very 
seriously.”

About 25,000 of the unreli-
able tests were in the central 

Roughly 35,000 COVID-19 tests ‘unreliable’
AdventHealth will contact those affected
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A medical technician talks to a patient at a drive-thru COVID-19 testing site, 
Thursday, May 14 in Crestview.
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AVON PARK — The 
Leadership Highlands Class 
of 2020 is on hold and recruit-
ment of the 2021 Class delayed 
due to the pandemic.

Leadership Highlands 
Coordinator Kris Juve said the 
class had finished its trip to 
Tallahassee and Legislative tour 
on Feb. 25 and 26 prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We had a great trip and then 
we were scheduled to meet in 
March,” she said.

That March meeting day 
of activities was to focus on 
education and was to be held 
at South Florida State College 

near the end of the month of 
March.

It was cancelled with the 
hopes of rescheduling it, Juve 
said. The April session was 
designed to be a mid-year mini 
retreat with various speakers 
at Highlands Hammock State 
Park, but that couldn’t happen 
due to the pandemic.

Then the May session was 
to be a focus on health care 
starting in the morning at 
AdventHealth Sebring and then 
the afternoon learning about 
elder care with a visit to Good 
Sheppard Hospice.

The Class was scheduled to 
graduate in June during a lun-
cheon at the Hotel Jacaranda.

But, in March everything was 

put on hold and the thought in 
March was to reschedule March 
and April programs, Juve said.

In April the class had a Zoom 
(online) happy-hour check-in 
to share how everyone was 
doing and how they were pro-
ceeding during the pandemic.

During the Zoom conference 
call, Economic Development 
Commission (EDC) Executive 
Manager of Business & 
Economic Development

Meghan DiGiacomo was 
elected class president 
and Chris Gunter, with the 
Highlands County Sheriff’s 
Office, was elected vice 
president.

Leadership Highlands is on hold due to COVID-19
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The Leadership Highlands Class of 2020 meeting Governor Ron DeSantis 
during its Tallahassee trip in February before the class had to be put on hold 
due to COVID-19.
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There was no change in the COVID-19 
numbers for Highlands County on Sunday, 
while the state saw an increase of 777 positive 
cases. All 67 county test results that came 
back Saturday were negative.

Highlands County remained at eight deaths 
due to the cornavirus and have had 35 hospi-
talizations, with three currently hospitalized, 
according to the Highlands County Board of 
County Commissioners. Both the county’s 
death rate and hospitalization rate are well 
above the state averages.

The Florida Department of Health 
Highlands will be having more drive-thru 
COVID-19 testing events on the following 
dates:

• Tuesday, May 19 from 9-11 a.m. at the 
Lake Placid Camp and Conference Center, 
2665 Placid View Drive in Lake Placid.

• Thursday, May 21 from 5-7 p.m. at the 
Florida Department of Health Highlands 
County, 7205 S. George Blvd., in Sebring.

• Tuesday, May 26 from 9-11 a.m. at 
Memorial Elementary School, 867 S. 
Memorial Drive, in Avon Park.

The state saw an increase of 5,059 cases 
for the week of May 10 to May 16, the largest 
increase in three weeks, but Florida also saw 
118,058 negative tests, marking the highest 
number of tests given in any week. Florida 
has seen 45,588 positive cases and 1,973 
deaths.

The United States has seen 1,467,065 
positive cases and 88,709 deaths. The number 
of cases in the country went up 31,967 and 
there were 1,394 new deaths, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

The United States death numbers are a 
point of contention due to no universal 
method recording COVID-19 deaths among 
the states. On Friday, Colorado’s official 
COVID-19 death toll dropped nearly 300, as 
the state is now separating deaths “among 
people who have COVID-19” and “people 
who died from COVID-19.”

While New York has the most cases of 
any state, Cook County in Illinois has the 

No change in county 
COVID-19 numbers
State closing in 
on 2,000 deaths
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LAKE PLACID — Green 
Dragon Drive closed last 
week due to the road being 
reconstructed. The project 
was slated after the stu-
dents were out of school for 
the summer.

The project got a jump 
start since the students are 
distance learning because 
of COVID-19. Green 
Dragon Drive has three 
schools along it.

There is a detour for the 
no cost meal distribution 
drive through. Parents 
should enter the gate on 
Marquata Drive for Lake 
Placid Elementary School. 
Lake Placid High School 
should enter at the south 
Tangerine Avenue gate.

The reconstruction 
has been been needed 
for several years and 
has been a pet project 
of Town Administrator 
Phil Williams. However, 
the price to repave the 
road was prohibitive. The 
bid for all Options was 

$587,480, according to 
Utility Director and Town 
Engineer Joe Barber. The 
lowest bid was from Hickey 
Excavation.

The project includes a 
water main replacement 
and the roadway recon-
struction. Barber believes 
the the construction will be 

“substantially complete” by 
Aug. 7.

The School Board of 
Highlands County will 
be paying $29,692 of the 
total to have their parking 
reconstructed. A grant from 
the Florida Department of 
Transportation will pay the 
a big part of the bill.

“Green Dragon Drive was 
a concern when I became 
Town Administrator in 
2013,” Williams wrote in an 
email. “At the time FDOT 
was sponsoring Small 
County Outreach grants 
that we could apply for. The 
grant process was a learn-
ing experience and we first 
applied for and received 
$100,000 to resurface the 
road only to learn from a 
HC (Highlands County) 
Engineering review of the 
road and core tests, that 
much more was needed. 
We requested cancellation 
of the 2015, $100,000 grant 
which we had received a 
contract for and reapplied 

Green Dragon Drive closed for resurfacing 
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Construction to repave Green Dragon Drive began on Thursday.
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New detour for the no cost meal pick up after closing Green Dragon 
Drive for repairs.
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