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Second 
Amendment 

or whole 
Constitution

Debate 
continues on 

whether county 
wants, needs 

resolution
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands 
County commissioners 
will, once again, debate 
Constitutional resolutions 
at tonight’s Board of County 
Commission meeting.

It’s the one thing on the 
agenda tonight that isn’t a 
consent item or report from 
administration, as commis-
sioners anticipate a long 
debate over the issue. The 
Board of County Commission 
had scheduled tonight’s 
meeting as a night meeting 
for the sole purpose of giving 
more residents a chance to 
weigh in on any potential 
resolution.

Commissioners will con-
sider a resolution to support 
the entire U.S. Constitution 
and its amendments, as well 
as reconsider a resolution 
presented in December by 
Commissioner Arlene Tuck 
to give full support to the 
Second Amendment, the 
right to keep and bear arms.

The decision came by 
consensus on Jan. 21 after 
Commission Chair Ron 
Handley said he didn’t see a 
need to consider any res-
olution since all members 
of the board had sworn an 
oath of office to uphold and 
defend the U.S. and Florida 
Constitutions.

Tuck defended her request 
for a specific resolution for 
the Second Amendment, 
stating that 23 of 67 Florida 
counties had adopted such 
resolutions. Only Sarasota 
and Highlands counties, in 
this region of Florida, had 
considered and rejected 
them.

Commissioner Don Elwell 
opposed dropping the 
resolution that supports 
the whole U.S. Constitution 
without letting people speak 
to that matter.

He said a Constitutional 
support measure would 
cover all articles and 
amendments, especially due 
process law, which he said 
is a much under attack by 
“red flag” laws as the Second 
Amendment.

The laws, passed after the 
Parkland shooting, allow law 
enforcement to seize weap-
ons for a set time period 
from someone deemed or 
believed to be a danger to 
one’s self or others.

Gunn looks 
to expand 

crime 
prevention

Wants more 
focus on human 

trafficking

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Sgt. Kimberly 
Gunn has now moved into the 
role of crime prevention at the 
Highlands County Sheriff’s 
Office.

She gets calls to do seminars, 
just as Nell Hays did before 
retiring as crime prevention 
specialist last week. Gunn has 
talked about basic home secu-
rity, being wary of scams and 
even active shooter scenarios.

Active shooter training and/
or facility evaluations have 
filled her schedule almost 
completely, Gunn said: It’s one 
of the most highly requested 
seminars.

“Prior to SunTrust, we used 
to hear, ‘It will never happen 
here,’” Gunn said. “I used to 
say, ‘Not if, but when.’”

Now, anytime people hear of 
another shooting, anywhere, 
requests for seminars spike, 
she said.

Of course, when Gunn goes 
out into the community, she’ll 
continue seminars on locking 
doors and cars, being obser-
vant and keeping communities 
in close contact with law 
enforcement.

However, there’s an aspect of 
crime prevention Gunn wants 
to promote that isn’t involved 
with shooters and doesn’t 
run scams on seniors. It runs 
scams on young adults and 
teenagers, especially women.

Florida is third in the nation 
for human trafficking, which 
is the second biggest crime 
in the world after the drug 
trade, Gunn said. It includes 
everything from abduction and 
shipping someone overseas to 
a “boyfriend” coercing a young 
woman to perform sexual 
favors on others. Kidnapping, 
Gunn said, only accounts 
for 9% of human trafficking. 

By KIM MOODY
STATT WRITER

SEBRING — J.R. Tolkein penned the famous line 
“Not all those who wander are lost” in a poem. But 
for those who do tend to wander or get lost, there 
are resources to bring them back home. One high 
tech product is free for those who qualify through 
a grant awarded to the Highlands County Sheriff’s 
Office.

The recent disappearance and subsequent cam-
paign to find a missing Sebring woman stirs up the 
question of safety and monitoring devices. Adults 
and seniors with different forms of dementia and 
even children with autism who could wander may 
benefit from SafetyNet Tracking Systems bracelets.

Sgt, Kimberly Gunn has taken the reigns of the 
HCSO SafetyNet program after Nell Hays retired 
last week.

“There are requirements to getting a bracelet,” 
Gunn said. “The person cannot drive and they 
have to have 24/7 care.”

Gunn explained the bracelets use a radio fre-
quency. When a caregiver calls the Sheriff’s Office, 
they respond by putting up a hand-held antenna 
to search for the signal.

“The device is only good if the person wears the 
bracelet,” Gunn said.

There has to be a commitment between the 
caregiver and the HCSO, Gunn said. The bracelets 
cost about $500 each, but are free to those who 
meet the criteria to be in the program.

The Sebring Police Department and Lake 
Placid Police Department have also teamed up 
with the Sheriff’s Office and will send officers out 
to bring people bracelets in their city and town, 
respectively.

Gunn said some people want a GPS system to 
track their loved ones in real time. However, she 
pointed out the radio frequency is less invasive 
than the GPS. Both types have their pros and cons 

and should be carefully compared.
The GPS technologies may have a fee for a 

bracelet and still charge a monthly fee as well. The 
bracelets need to have their batteries changed 
every six months.

Another useful tool to locate those who have 
wandered and gotten lost is a scent kit. A scent 
kit is just what the name suggests and involves a 
cloth and a storage jar. A caregiver takes a cloth 
and wipes certain areas of those in their care. The 
cloth is stored in a jar with information about the 
person and a decal for the home’s window advising 

FILE PHOTO

Hidden in the landscaping behind the Highlands County Government Center, a Safety Net bracelet transmits a 
signal to help find a lost dementia patient in June 2016. The bracelets are worth about $500.

FILE PHOTO

Deputy Jake Riley searches for a Safety Net 
radio-transmitter bracelet in this 2016 photo. The 
bracelets are used by local law enforcement to help 
track wandering dementia patients.

FILE PHOTO

In this June 2016 photo, Nell Hays (left), Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Office crime prevention specialist, 
trains with a SafetyNet Tracking System to find a 
bracelet which will eventually be assigned to a local 
Alzheimer’s patient. With her are, from left, Sheriff’s 
Information Services Administrator Robert Jordan, 
Safety Net trainer Ralph Poland and Lisa Rodriguez.

County has resources to keep 
wanderers safe
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An example of one of the bracelets that emit radio 
frequency and make it easier for law enforcement 
bring the lost home.

Trump trial closing arguments aim at voters, history
By LISA MASCARO and ERIC 

TUCKER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Closing arguments 
Monday in President 
Donald Trump’s impeach-
ment trial were aimed 
more toward history than 
to sway the outcome, one 
final chance to influence 
public opinion and set 
the record ahead of his 
expected acquittal in the 
Republican-led Senate.

The House Democratic 
prosecutors drew on 

the Founding Fathers 
and common sense to 
urge senators — and 
Americans — to see that 
Trump’s actions are not 
isolated but a pattern 
of behavior that, left 
unchecked, will allow him 
to “cheat”’ in the 2020 
election.

Democrat Rep. Adam 
Schiff implored those few 
Republicans who have 
acknowledged Trump’s 
wrongdoing to prevent 
a “runaway presidency” 
and stand up to say 
“enough.”

“For a man like Donald 
J. Trump, they gave you 
a remedy and meant for 
you to use it. They gave 
you an oath, and they 
meant for you to observe 
it,” Schiff said. “We have 
proven Donald Trump 
guilty. Now do impartial 
justice and convict him.”

The president’s defense 
countered the Democrats 
have been out to impeach 
Trump since the start of 
his presidency, nothing 
short of an effort to undo 
the 2016 election and to 
try to shape the next one, 

as early primary voting 
begins Monday in Iowa.

“Leave it to the voters 
to choose,” said White 
House counsel Pat 
Cipollone.

He called for an end 
to the partisan “era of 
impeachment.”

All that’s left, as the 
Senate prepares to acquit 
Trump on charges that 
he abused power and 
obstructed Congress, is 
for Americans to decide 
now and in the November 

SENATE TELEVISION VIA AP

In this image from video, personal attorney to President Donald 
Trump, Jay Sekulow, speaks during closing arguments in the 
impeachment trial against Trump in the Senate at the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington, Monday, Feb. 3, 2020.
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Nell Hays, left, and Sgt. Kimberly 
Gunn of the Highlands County Sher-
iff’s Office, prepare to celebrate Hays’ 
20 years with the agency in Crime 
Prevention. Gunn has been asked 
by Sheriff Paul Blackman to succeed 
Hays in that role.
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